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Dear First Baptist Church,

Welcome to the second half of 2017!  Can you believe 

that we are now less than six months away from      

entering our Bicentennial Year?  God has been faithful 

to our church for nearly two centuries, and He        

continues to lead us on for His glory.

As we continue to celebrate the Summer and head into 

the Fall, I want to invite you to pray like never before 

for the ministry of our church.  As you flip through the 

pages of this magazine, you will see so much to be  

excited about.  So many people have joined us over the 

past several months, and God continues to transform 

lives on a regular basis.  Join me in praying for every 

experience described in this publication—that each 

ministry moment would be a spiritually and eternally 

significant experience.  

First Baptist Church is a community of believers in 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior who are seeking to 

advance God’s Kingdom through worship, Bible study, 

missions, evangelism, fellowship, and prayer.  We  

exist to worship God, to make disciples, to help build 

strong and healthy families, and to make a difference 

in the world around us. 

As Fall approaches, I want to invite you to take the 

next step in your relationship with Christ.  Have you 

repented of sin and trusted only in Jesus for your    

a le�er
�om the pastor�om the pastor

eternal salvation?  If so, have you entered the          

baptismal waters to proclaim your faith in Christ?  

Have you invested yourself in daily Bible reading and 

prayer?  Have you become part of a Bible Study?  

Have you joined First Baptist Church?  Are you using 

your gifts in service to God here? Have you invited 

someone to church?  Have you invited someone to 

Christ?

Now is the time, First Baptist Church, to ask God to 

take us to the next level in our faith.  Now is the time 

to ask God to move in us like never before.  Welcome 

to a new season in the life of our church.  May it be a 

new season in the life of our collective faith, and may 

the world be blessed because of it.

In Christ,

Pastor Jeff
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Wanda Weideman

5-28-17

Jennifer Burden

04-02-17

Brooks Geron

6-18-17
Lori Buttrum

6-4-17

Karen Wells

5-14-17
Christina Dawson

5-14-17

David, Sally, Peter, Nate, Anna 

and Sophia Tooley

5-28-17

Shirley Hall

5-7-17

Danny and Debbie Hills

4-23-17

Yulinda Ausbrooks

4-23-17

—— New Members New Members ——
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Do you ever find yourself needing a time of refreshing 

halfway through your week?  A time to breathe, to get 

still, to connect with others, to find sanctuary?  We want 

to invite you to do that at First Baptist Church on 

Wednesday nights this fall beginning on Wednesday, 

August 23rd.  

Beginning August 23rd, join us in the Sanctuary from 

6:15-7:00 p.m. for Wednesday Worship – a more infor-

mal but just as powerful time to connect with God and 

others.  Each week, we will experience our God via    

worship,  biblical teaching, and prayer.  Pastor Ricky and 

others will lead us in worship with a bit of a different 

flavor, and Pastor Jeff will lead us on a journey of discov-

ery through the entire Bible, showing us the major themes 

of  Scripture and how all the parts come together to form 

a coherent, powerful whole that revolutionizes our lives.  

We will end each week with a time of prayer to prepare 

us for the rest of the week.  

With the addition of Wednesday Worship, our Wednesday 

Night Ministry schedule will change to the following          

beginning August 23rd:

4:45-5:45 p.m. Meal Service Available

(Social Center)

5:30-6:15 p.m. Youth Choir (Choir Suite)

5:45-6:15 p.m. Prayer Meeting (Social Center)

6:00-7:15 p.m. Children’s Ministry Activities 

(Bldg. C)

6:15-7:00 p.m. Wednesday Worship (Sanctuary)

Youth Worship (Underground)

7:00-8:30 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room)

We’d love for you to make space in your week to join us for 

any of these experiences.  Grab a friend and join us on 

Wednesday evenings this Fall!

“Finding Sanctuary Mid-Week” 

Introducing Wednesday Worship

One Sunday evening a month | Aug-Nov, 2017 | The Studio

Have you ever noticed how fairy tales typically stop at the wedding? That’s when the storyteller says that “they lived 

happily ever after.” Do you know why they stop there? Because there’s nothing intrinsically romantic about grocery 

trips and paying bills �. We believe that God wants our marriages to survive the little testing moments that come 

along, but we believe further that putting His instructions to work in our homes will cause our marriages to thrive!

Make plans now to join us on Sunday, August 13 in the Studio at FBC from 6-8 p.m. as Pastor Jeff & Erin Reynolds 

lead us in a biblical journey of bringing “happily ever after” to life in our marriages. Reservations will be taken for 

childcare for anyone who needs it.

Make time to invest in your marriage with us!

Happily Ever Happily Ever 
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—— Welcome Tooley Family Welcome Tooley Family ——
On Wednesday, May 17, 2017, First Baptist Church 

voted overwhelmingly to call David Tooley as       

Executive Pastor.  David, his wife Sally, and their 

children come to us from Bowling Green, Kentucky, 

where they have served the Lord faithfully at Hillvue 

Heights Church for nearly two decades.  

Raised in a Christian home, David travelled through-

out the U.S. and Europe the first 18 years of his life as 

part of a military family. After graduating from high 

school in upstate New York, his father was transferred 

to Ft. Campbell, KY and David enrolled at Western 

Kentucky University where he majored in Corporate 

& Organizational Communication. In the fall of 1995 

at WKU, he met Sally at a Campus Crusade for Christ 

prayer meeting at L.T. Smith Stadium. They married 

upon graduation in 1997. It was also in 1997 that   

David sensed God’s call into ministry and was invited 

to serve at Hillvue Heights Church as a minister to Jr. 

High Youth. In 2001, David began to provide pastoral 

oversight to Hillvue’s media & technology ministry 

and in 2002, David completed his Master of Divinity 

in Christian Education at The Southern Baptist     

Theological Seminary. For the past 15 years, David 

has guided Hillvue’s staff and volunteers in their use 

of media and technology as tools for both evangelism 

and discipleship. Whether he is leading a Bible study, 

ministering to a family in crisis, or coordinating a  

major project or event, David considers it a joy and 

privilege to be a minister in this community. 

David and his wife Sally, who is a teacher in the 

Bowling Green City School system, have four       

children: Nathaniel (12), Peter (10), Anna (9), and 

Sophia (3). They will celebrate their 20th wedding 

anniversary this coming October. They actively     

volunteer in their kids’ schools, sports programs, and 

for the past four years they have served as a foster 

family, hosting over a dozen children during that time. 

It was in 2013, in fact, that a one-month old baby 

named Sophia entered their home through the foster 

system and they were thrilled to adopt her in 2015. 

Since 1997,  David’s expressed desire has been, “to 

use all that I am to advance God’s kingdom and     

accomplish His 

purposes through 

the  local church. It 

has been my       

privilege to share 

the Gospel, baptize, 

and provide        

discipleship to    

people of all ages 

as a pastor here in 

Bowling Green. My 

experiences at         

Hillvue have enhanced my leadership, pastoral,    

communication, and administrative skills. I have been 

taught and have become convinced that everything we 

do in the church ought to point people to Jesus. 

Learning to be good stewards of all that we have and 

all that we are is an essential element to being a    

faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. It is my desire to help 

shepherd the church to excel in its communication of 

the Gospel, its development of new believers into   

disciples of  Jesus Christ, and its ministry to the local 

community.” 

We welcome the Tooley family to the First Baptist 

family and look forward to many fruitful years of 

ministry and fun together!  
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Dinner begins at 5:00 in the Social Center
Association Choir Rehearsal Starts at 5:30
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firstbaptistbg.org/give

July 16-21
Vacation Bible School 6-8:30 PM

Ages 3-Grade 6

July 23
Nathaniel Brown Recital-4:00 PM with a Reception following
Business Conference-6:00 PM

July 26
Wednesday Worship-Cyber Safe Kids-6:00 PM

July 30
Rodney Vincent Retirement Reception-2:00-4:00 PM

August 2
Family End of the Summer Grill Out at Southland Pool

6-8:30 pm

August 6
Preschool & Children’s Sunday School Promotion Day
Back to School Sunday

August 13
Moving the Hill-8:00 AM-12:00PM
“Happily Ever After” Marriage Group-6:00 PM

August 23
Children’s W.A.M.M. (Worship through Arts, Music & 

Missions) Kick-Off -6:00 PM
Wednesday Worship Kick-Off-6:15 PM

August 25-26
Sanctuary Choir Retreat

August 31
B.C.M. (Baptist Campus Ministry) Dollar Luncheon 

at WKU-12:00 PM 

September 10
Financial Peace University at FBC, BG-4:30 PM

September 17
“Happily Ever After” Marriage Group-6:00 PM

September 20
Business Conference-6:00 PM

September 24
Warren Association of Baptists Annual Meeting-6:00 PM

firstbaptistbg.org/give
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love it.  I found a job at a defense contractor in Hopkins-

ville and began commuting.  The job was stressful, but I 

enjoyed the challenge and it provided well for my family.  

In June of 2016, all the middle management in our de-

partment were let go, as part of a restructuring plan.  I 

had the wind knocked from my sails for a brief time, but 

thankfully was led to First Baptist and the role of Busi-

ness Manager.  Everyone here has been so welcoming 

and supportive.

Earlier this year, we had our second child, Will, after 

some complications in late pregnancy.  Immediately after 

birth, he had a lung collapse.  After about 24 hours in the 

NICU here in Bowling Green, he was transferred to  

Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital for further treatment for 

pulmonary hypertension.  We were surrounded by loving 

support from family, friends, and the staff and congrega-

tion here, despite my short time at First Baptist.  It was 

amazing to see the outpouring of concern, prayer, and 

love from this community.  After a scary two weeks, we 

took home a happy little boy with a clean bill of health.  I 

know it would not have been possible without the inter-

cession of those praying for us.  We are very grateful.

I was born and raised in Lexington, Kentucky.  Most of 

my childhood and youth, we were active at Porter      

Memorial Baptist Church.  My parents both accepted 

Christ as adults, despite being raised in church.  As a 

result, they always stressed the importance of relation-

ship with Jesus, over the rituals and routines of church, 

and that has largely shaped my theology.  I made a     

decision for Christ at a young age, and have enjoyed the 

benefits of being molded and led by Godly people 

throughout my life.  My family and I are now members 

at First Baptist Church in Greenville and enjoy fellow-

ship there with a wonderful church family.

I went to Tates Creek High School, and then the Univer-

sity of Kentucky.  After two years of studying English, I 

changed majors to Accounting.  I graduated in 2000 with 

a Bachelor of Science in Accounting.  My intention of 

continuing into the Master’s program at UK was aban-

doned after an internship at IBM in Raleigh, NC. I     

disliked corporate accounting so much, I decided to no 

longer pursue a career in the field.  While trying to     

decide what to do with my life, I worked as a temp.  One 

of these temp positions wound up being an 11-year    

career at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington as their 

Accountant.  The position allowed me the flexibility and 

bigger-picture focus that was the opposite of what I dis-

liked about my internship.  Besides keeping me in the 

field of accounting, the job also led me to my husband, 

David.  He was the Technical Director at the church, and 

our coworker friendship eventually grew into love.  We 

were married, and had our first child, Anna, during our 

time at Immanuel.  

In early 2012, we moved to Western Kentucky for my 

husband to start his dream job as the Executive Director 

of a new performing arts center, the Felix E. Martin Jr. 

Hall on the campus of Muhlenberg County High School.  

Moving to the small town of Greenville was a big adjust-

ment for me, but the community embraced us, and we 

Staff Spotlight
Laura ProbusLaura Probus
Financial Manager


