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I love being a dad.  I love being with my kids; I love helping them navigate the challenges life is throwing their 
way; I love teaching them and coaching them and watching their horizons expand; and perhaps most of all, I 
love the great dad jokes.  “Hi Hungry, I’m Dad!”  I use that one a lot.  My kids love it.   
 
I feel like one of my most important jobs as a dad—which is incumbent upon any parent, for that matter—is 
the impartation of wisdom.  I remember when my parents were dropping me off at college for the first time.  
As we got closer to my college campus, which was two-and-a-half hours away from home, my parents’ desire 
to impart practical wisdom seemed to increase.  It was as if they were trying to squeeze in every drop of 
parental instruction they could possibly think of before they turned me loose to be on my own in a completely 
new place. 
 
“Make sure you lock your car doors… Do your laundry every week; it will pile up quick… Don’t go into that 
dorm shower without wearing your flip flops… Don’t forget to check your oil every time you get gas… Don’t 
forget to call your [fill-in-the-blank relative].”  It was a lot, but looking back, I understand what they were going 
for.  They were about to watch me jump out of the nest, and they needed to make sure my wings were ready. 
 
What’s funny is, I now find myself doing the same sort of thing.  My kids are still relatively young, but their 
worlds just keep getting bigger.  Not long ago, I was taking my son to his first-ever school basketball team try-
outs.  He was nervous.  I was, too, but I tried not to let on.  As we approached the school, I gave him the litany 
of last-minute nuggets of wisdom I felt like he needed before the try-outs began. 
 
“Get in there and give it everything you’ve got… You don’t have to be the best; you just have to do your best… 
Be the kind of player who makes the team great, and your own greatness will come…”  I even prayed with him, 
and I could almost feel his eyes rolling in the seat next to me.  It didn’t matter.  He needed to know these 
things.  By the way, he made the team.  (“You’re welcome, son.”) 
 
Today, we’re going to see Paul end his letter to the church at Thessalonica like a parent seeking to deliver 
those vitally important nuggets of wisdom.  His points will all be great and incredibly important, but they will 
seem a bit scattered.  The theme that will unite them all, however, is thanksgiving.  Paul is grateful for his 
brothers and sisters in Christ; he is thankful for His Lord most of all; and we should be thankful, too. 

 
Big Idea – I’m Homesick, but in Christ, I’m thankful.  
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1. I am thankful to get to contribute positively to my community (5:12-15). 
 
12 We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish 
you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we 
urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them 
all. 15 See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone (1 
Thessalonians 5:12-15). 
 
Paul’s first collection of wisdom that he passes along to his Thessalonian brothers and sisters pertains to the 
sort of positive contributions they ought to be making in their community.  He compels them to submit to the 
leadership God has established within the context of their church, recognizing that God has provided these 
under-shepherds to help the church look always to the Great Shepherd.  He commands them to be at peace 
among themselves, avoiding quarrels and controversies that bring about division and dissention.  He calls 
them to admonish the idle—God’s people must not be lazy—to encourage the fainthearted—God has not 
given us a spirit of fear, after all—and to help the weak.  He tells them to “be patient with them all” (1 
Thessalonians 5:14).  Finally, he condemns retaliation and retribution, for vengeance belongs to the Lord, and 
he calls them to “always seek to do good to one another and to everyone” (1 Thessalonians 5:15). 
 
Paul gives good advice as He’s carried along by the Holy Spirit.  His words are just as relevant now as they were 
then, and we would be wise to listen to his advice.   
 
Honor those who instruct you in the Lord.  God has given you faithful brothers and sisters in Christ to help 
lead you to become more like Christ.  Their labor for you is work of eternal consequence.  Honor them. 
 
Be at peace among yourselves.  Paul elsewhere commands, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live 
peaceably with all” (Romans 12:18).  How would our world be better if just we made that small command our 
aim?  Of course, we cannot always be at peace with everyone, but the admonition of Scripture is “if possible” 
and “so far as it depends on you.”  It isn’t always possible, and it doesn’t always depend on us, but when it is 
and when it does, we ought to live peaceably with all. 
 
Help people who need help.  Seems pretty straightforward, but the reminder bears repeating. 
 
Be patient with them all.  Who are “them all?”  Them all.  All of them.  Be patient with people.  Why?  
Because the Lord has been patient with you.  Have you ever thought about how you appear to God?  Of 
course He loves you unconditionally, but if you were God and you were listening to you, how would you 
respond to you?  I would not be nearly as patient with me as God has been and continues to be.  We who trust 
and follow Jesus must be patient with everyone, especially because God has been patient with us. 
 
Don’t retaliate.  Vengeance belongs to the Lord.  Instead, do good to all.  In Romans, Paul writes, 
“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, says the Lord’” (Romans 12:19).  Don’t worry about getting people back.  Forgive.  Let God be in charge 
of vengeance.  Let it go. 
 
In Christ, you get to be a positive influence in your community, but you have to choose to be a positive 
influence in your community.  I’m thankful that we get to play this vital role because Christ’s in us. 
 

Questions for Reflection / Discussion:   
In which of these ways are you positively impacting your community?  In which of these ways can you grow? 
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2. I’m thankful that I get to contribute positively to my own growth (5:16-22). 
 
16 Rejoice always,17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is 
good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil  (1 Thessalonians 5:16-22).  
 
Paul’s second collection of wisdom that he passes along to his Thessalonian brothers and sisters pertains to 
the sort of positive contributions they ought to be making toward their own growth in Christ.  He first reveals 
that God’s will for them is substantially more straightforward than they might be thinking, and then he 
compels them to respond willingly and obediently to the Spirit of God.  They should listen for the voice of God, 
testing any prophecy against Scripture to ensure that it is truly of God, and they should abstain from every 
form of evil.   
 
Again, Paul gives good advice as he’s carried along by the Holy Spirit.  His words about personal growth are 
just as relevant today as they were then, and we would again be wise to listen to his advice. 
 
Live in God’s will.  We all want to know what God’s will is for our lives.  After all, God communicates through 
the prophet Jeremiah that He has plans for His people (see Jeremiah 29:11), and we want to know what those 
plans are.  We figure that once we know God’s plans for us, we can dwell in His will for our lives.  But what 
Paul communicates here tells us something really important:  As we seek to discern God’s personal will for our 
lives, we ought to live in God’s clearly revealed will for our lives.  What is that?  Rejoice always.  Pray without 
ceasing.  Give thanks in all circumstances.  Do those things, and you are right in the center of God’s will, even if 
you don’t know anything else about God’s will for your life right this minute. 
 
Do not quench the Spirit.  What does it mean to quench the Spirit?  The verb in Greek is sbennumi, and it 
means “to extinguish, to quench, to suppress, to stifle.”  Obviously we cannot harm the Spirit of God, but we 
can negatively affect His work in our lives.  We avoid quenching the Spirit by responding willingly and 
obediently to the Spirit’s promptings in our lives.  God’s Spirit always leads us to godliness, and we increase in 
godliness as we obey Him. 
 
Listen for the voice of God, but test prophecies.  Many voices seek to speak for God.  Listen, but test them.  If 
anything they say does not match what God has communicated in the Bible, it is not from God.  God does not 
contradict Himself, and while He is still communicating to His people by His Spirit, He will never contradict His 
Word. 
 
Abstain from evil.  Simple enough, right?  In Romans, Paul writes, “…I want you to be wise as to what is good 
and innocent as to what is evil.  The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet…” (Romans 16:19b-
20a).  Avoid evil.  Walk in the light of Christ.  Obey the Word of God.  As the old adage goes, sin will take you 
further than you wanted to go, keep you there longer than you wanted to stay, and cost you more than you 
ever wanted to pay.   
 
The call to follow Jesus is a call to grow continually in Christ throughout the rest of your life.  After all, “…by a 
single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified” (Hebrews 10:14).  Christ has 
cleansed us, and He is making us experientially clean.  I’m thankful that we can grow because of Christ in us.  
 
Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
How are you currently growing in Christ?  In what ways can you more fully submit to His work in your life? 
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3. I’m thankful that I can make these positive contributions by the power of the One who contributed His all 
for me (5:23-28). 
 
23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be 
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
25 Brothers, pray for us. 26 Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. 27 I put you under oath before the Lord to 
have this letter read to all the brothers. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you (1 Thessalonians 5:23-
28). 
 

After giving his sage, Spirit-inspired advice, Paul yet again turns to prayer for his Thessalonian brothers and 
sisters.  He prays that God will bring to completion the good work He has begun in them by sanctifying them 
completely, bringing them to full maturity in Christ and fully preparing them for their eternal reward in Him.  
He prays that God will keep them blameless at the return of Christ, and he reminds them that God, in His 
faithfulness, will not fail to prepare them for the coming of Christ.  As he has said before, he here implies 
again: the return of Christ is a good thing for those who trust and follow Jesus. 
 
Are you confident that God will bring to completion the good work He has begun in you?  Of course, if you 
trust and follow Jesus, you should know cognitively that God will indeed finish what He has started in you.  As 
Paul writes to the church at Philippi, “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).  God initiated your salvation in Christ, and God will 
bring to completion your salvation in Christ.  “He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it” (1 Thessalonians 
5:24).   
 

Perhaps the reason Paul chose to write this prayer for the church at Thessalonica is because they needed to be 
encouraged, not only in terms of their cognition of this truth, but because they needed to be encouraged in 
their emotion tied to this truth.  Life gets hard, and the journey gets long.  Through it all, God is faithful, and 
He wants us to know that we can trust Him.  We will understand it better by and by, but He will get us to the 
great by and by. 
 
After he prays for them, Paul asks his brothers and sisters in Christ to pray for him.  They need prayer; he 
needs prayer.  They need encouragement; he needs encouragement.  They need supernatural strength; he 
needs supernatural strength.  Paul is wise enough to be humble, and humble enough to be wise.  So he asks 
for prayer.  He tells them to greet one another in the manner common for the day and culture that 
communicated genuine affection and unity.  He tells them to read his letter to all the Christ-followers in 
Thessalonica, and he closes his letter with an appeal to the grace of God.   
 
There’s really only one way to live out the faith once for all delivered to the saints, and that’s by complete and 
total reliance upon the One who imparted faith in the first place.  We are saved by grace through faith, and 
this is not of ourselves; rather, it is the gift of God and not by works so that no one may boast (see Ephesians 
2:8-9).  We don’t work our way into the Kingdom of God, and we don’t stay in the Kingdom of God by our 
works.  We are preserved by God’s gracious hand, and as God preserves us, we persevere in the faith.  It is all 
of grace—all of it.  God moves first, God moves continually, and God brings to completion the good work that 
He has begun in us.  We have much to be thankful for. 
 

Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
Do you trust that God will keep you in His grace, and do you trust that by His grace, He will present you 
blameless at the day of Christ Jesus?  Paul said that He who calls you is faithful.  How has God shown His 
faithfulness in your life before, and how does God’s faithfulness in the past help you trust God’s faithfulness in 
the future?  
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Final Thought 
 
Do you know what motivates parents to launch into those often-annoying, seemingly scatterbrained lectures 
filled with more nuggets of wisdom than you can possibly process at one time?  Sure you do.  Love.  Love 
motivates parents to want to be sure that you’ve got all your bases covered before you launch out on your 
own—whether that’s to a new experience or a new life.  Love motivates them to want the best for you, and 
love motivates them to impart nuggets of practical wisdom to you.  It’s all because of love. 
 
That’s what motivated Paul to write this letter.  Paul loved the Thessalonian Christians, and he was concerned 
about them.  He wanted the best for them.  He wanted them to grow in their faith to embrace the fullness of 
God’s grace in every moment, and he wanted them to rest in the assurance that, although they were 
Homesick now, they had all the reason they would ever need to have hope.  They could dwell in hope, even as 
they were hungry to see a move of God in their world, and they could be helpful to those around them as they 
lived lives set apart to God.  They could be assured that, in Christ, they were headed Heavenward, and 
because of the knowledge that God would bring to completion the good work He had begun in them, they 
could be thankful.   
 
Do you know that the same is true for you?  If you are in Christ, although this world will certainly cause you to 
feel Homesick more often than not, you can rest in the eternal hope you have in Jesus Christ.  You can live as a 
citizen of Heaven even in this world, and you can usher in Heavenly reality in this earthly moment.  In fact, 
that’s exactly what you’ve been called to do: to live in such a way that God’s will would be done “on earth as it 
is in Heaven.”   
 
As we come to the end of this study, I pray for all of us the same sort of prayer that Paul prayed for the 
Thessalonian Christians at the end of 1 Thessalonians 3 and at the end of 1 Thessalonians 5.  I pray that God 
would cause us to increase and abound in love for one another and for all, and I pray that He may establish 
our hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.  
I pray that He would sanctify us completely, and I pray that we would be kept wholly blameless at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I pray, perhaps most of all, that we would know beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
He who calls us is faithful; He will surely do it.  To God be the glory.  Amen. 
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