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What comes to your mind when I say the name “Harry Caray?”  Like me, your mind probably drifts back to 
memories of the ivy-covered wall of Wrigley Field, the great and often disappointing history of the Chicago 
Cubs, and maybe even your favorite TV show being replaced on WGN by a Cubs game you cared little about (I 
was a Braves fan).  But what if I say “7th Inning Stretch?”  Whether you’re a baseball fan or not, and whether 
you’re a Cubs fan or not, I bet you just starting singing in your head… 
 

“Take me out to the ballgame / Take me out to the crowd 
Buy me some peanuts and Cracker Jack / I don’t care if I never get back 

Oh it’s root, root, root for the Home Team / If they don’t win it’s a shame 
For it’s ONE, TWO, THREE strikes you’re out / At the old ball game!” 

[You can sing along with Harry here:  https://youtu.be/HNwVRdg-1nc] 
 
There’s something about being the Home Team.  That notion didn’t matter much to me when I was a kid 
playing youth sports.  We always played in the same places, and aside from slight order-of-play advantages 
that might have been introduced by being the Home or Away team, I didn’t think much of it.  That all changed 
when I got into school sports.  Once you started playing for your school, being the Home Team meant that you 
got to stay in familiar surroundings with the amenities with which you had become comfortable.  You got to 
be in your own locker room, at your own school, on your own field or court, and nearly always, you got to play 
in front of a much more friendly and supportive crowd.  You were at home, and you could feel it. 
 
Being the Away Team meant traveling on a bus, getting stuck in the left-over locker room that was never very 
nice and usually involved a treacherous trek to get to the venue, being in a strange school, playing on a 
strange field or court, and playing in front of a crowd that was generally hostile to your existence.  Being the 
Away team mean overcoming discomfort to try to accomplish your objective and win the game.  You were not 
at home, and you could feel it.   
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Not the Home Team Anymore 
 
Do you ever get the sense that we’re not the Home Team anymore?  I do.  It seems like we are surrounded by 
strange realities that introduce discomforts we have to overcome in order to accomplish our objectives and 
build our lives.  It’s not that there are not elements of life that we cannot enjoy; it’s just that there seems to 
be a pervasive and growing sense that this world just isn’t our home. 
 
For example, as I write this, we are living in a moment that seems jam-packed with monumental issues at 
nearly every level—globally, nationally, regionally, and locally.  We are experiencing division and hostility that 
is nearly inescapable in any realm of public life.  We turn on our TVs and hear fighting; we scroll through our 
phones and read fighting; we go to our mailboxes and are confronted with aggressive political ads; we walk 
out in the world and live in what seems to be constant tension and an ever-present baseline of hostility (been 
on Scottsville Road in Bowling Green lately?).  We’re fighting over how to handle a worldwide pandemic, how 
to overcome too many years of racial tension, who will be elected or re-elected to public office at every level 
of government in our country, commonwealth, county, and city.  And these are just a few of the major issues 
that have captivated our common attention and ire.   
 
In the face of all of these issues, have you noticed that the pervasive concern in our public discourse is not 
characterized by the questions, “What does God think?  How do we pursue God’s will according to God’s 
Word in all of this?”  Those questions don’t seem to be anywhere near the public radar.  But for those of us 
who trust and follow Jesus, those are exactly the questions to which we have committed ourselves.  We are 
dedicated to building lives characterized by seeking the answers to those questions.  We have turned from our 
former lifestyle of sin by repentance and faith to follow Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  We have said that 
we will no longer lean upon our own understanding, but in all things, we will acknowledge God and ask Him to 
direct our paths (see Proverbs 3:5-6).  We are not who we used to be.  We are new creations in Christ; the old 
us is gone, the new us has come (see 2 Corinthians 5:17).  We are now on a Christ-ward trajectory (see 
Philippians 3:14), and we seek first God’s Kingdom and God’s righteousness and trust Him to give us whatever 
else we need (see Matthew 6:33).  We are a pre-committed people.  We will follow Jesus first.   
 
In a sin-fallen world, that means that we are not the Home Team any more.  The truth is, we never were.  Not 
in the first century, not in the “good-old days” (whenever those were), not in the 1950s… not ever.  The 
people who trust and follow Jesus have done so at great personal cost throughout the history of the Christian 
faith.  Our Lord and Savior was persecuted, and His followers have been persecuted, too.  Nearly all of the 
apostles died violent deaths for their faith, and John was exiled to Patmos—not exactly a pleasure cruise.  
Faithful followers of Christ throughout history have paid high prices to trust and follow Jesus, and even now, 
our brothers and sisters in Christ all over the world are being persecuted, harassed, and even killed because 
they trust and follow Jesus Christ.  We are not the Home Team, and we are not at home. 
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A Better Home Awaiting 
 
So why in the world does anybody follow Christ?  Because Jesus is worthy of all this and more, and Jesus calls 
us to a greater reality.  He tells us that there is a reward coming—a better Home awaiting—in which our 
present suffering will be eclipsed by the great glory of being in the very presence of our God and Savior 
forever (see Romans 8:18).  He promises us that He is preparing a place for us, and when the time is right, He 
will come to get us so that where He is, there we may be also (see John 14:1-6).  He tells us that this world is 
not our home, so we know that we cannot be the Home Team now.   
 
In the New Testament, God tells His people that this world is not our home.  Paul makes this point clearly in 2 
Corinthians: 
 

2 Corinthians 5:1-10 - For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, 
longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4 For 
while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we 
would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared 
us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
  
6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from 
the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be 
away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our 
aim to please him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

 
The writer of Hebrews likewise speaks of this truth during an interlude while listing the great Hall of Faith: 
 

Hebrews 11:13-16 - 13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on 
the earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had 
been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

 
When John was on the Island of Patmos, God revealed to him what is coming for those who trust and follow 
Jesus: 
 

Revelation 21:1-5a- Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for 
the former things have passed away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am 
making all things new.” 
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This world is not our home, so we are not the Home Team—and we can feel it.  We are “strangers and exiles” 
here (Hebrews 11:13).  We know that a better home is coming, and we yearn for it.  With the Apostle John, we 
say, “Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20).  We “desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one” (Hebrews 
11:16).  Fixing our eyes on Jesus, “…we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7).  But as we walk this 
walk of faith, we sure do get Homesick sometimes.  Maybe you’re Homesick now. 
 
Homesick in Thessalonica 
 
The Thessalonian Christians were Homesick.  They had come to know Christ in a powerful way when Paul and 
Silas visited them during Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (Acts 17:1-9).  Paul spent three Sabbaths in the 
synagogue at Thessalonica, reasoning with the people from the Scriptures that Jesus, who had died and rose 
again from the dead, was the Christ.  Luke records that, as a result of Paul’s Spirit-filled preaching, “some of 
them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the 
leading women” (Acts 17:4).  God did a mighty work in establishing His church at Thessalonica, drawing unto 
Himself both men and women, both Jews and Gentiles.  Even in the face of opposition from some of the 
religious people, God established His church. 
 
But just like today, God’s church had to endure persecution.  God is never neutral, so God’s church is never 
neutral.  The Thessalonian Christians had to endure persecution from the Jews, and they had to endure 
accusations in front of Roman city officials that they were anti-Caesar because they were pro-Jesus.  This 
caused those in power around them to be “disturbed” (Acts 17:8), and when those in power are disturbed, 
those in question are disrupted. 
 
Paul had told the Thessalonian Christians of the eternal hope that was theirs in Christ, and he had shared with 
them that Jesus would return to gather His church and judge the world.  As Scripture would command, they 
were awaiting that day and greatly anticipating Christ’s return and their vindication.  Like the Apostle John, 
they were praying, “Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20).  They waited, and waited, and waited… but the day 
didn’t come.  Instead, their persecution continued, and even some of their brothers and sisters in the faith 
died while still waiting upon their supernatural deliverance.  The Thessalonian Christians were confused, and 
they were longing to receive the deliverance for which they were waiting.   
 
Paul’s letter to the church at Thessalonica is a letter of hope addressed to a people who were collectively 
Homesick.  They were waiting; they were hurting; they were tired; and they were longing.  They were longing 
for the day in which they would see and experience their deliverance in Christ, the day in which their promised 
redemption would come.  Perhaps you can identify with the sentiment experienced by the Thessalonian 
Christians.  Perhaps you are waiting, hurting, tired, and longing, too.  If so, listen closely as God brings help and 
hope to the Homesick. 
 

Big Idea – I’m Homesick, but in Christ, I’m hopeful. 
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1. I’m hopeful because of the power of God at work within me (1:1-5). 
 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers,3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our 
gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You 
know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake (1 Thessalonians 1:1-5). 
 
The message of the gospel—the good news that Jesus has come for us, died on the cross in our place, is risen 
from the grave, and welcomes us to come to Him by faith to receive forgiveness of sin and eternal life in 
Him—is not a message of mere theoretical (or even theological) proposition.  It is not a message simply of 
cognition; it is a message of transformation.  Paul wrote to the church at Corinth that “the kingdom of God 
does not consist in talk but in power” (1 Corinthians 4:20).  Paul warned Timothy against those who are lovers 
of self over God, for they live their lives “having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power” (2 
Timothy 3:5).  Paul wrote to the church at Rome that he was “…not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 
of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).  The 
gospel is the message of God’s transformative power at work in the lives of redeemed human beings. 
 
When the gospel came to the Thessalonians, it came “in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction” 
(1 Thessalonians 1:5).  As Paul reasoned in the synagogue and in the city, lives were transformed.  Those who 
had formerly lived apart from God—either under the guise of religion or under the guise of license—were 
drawn unto Him through Christ.  Their sins were forgiven.  Their former ways of life were forgotten.  They 
were justified in Christ and adopted by faith into the family of God.  The old was gone; the new had come.  
They were given the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of their inheritance in Christ that they had been redeemed and 
that they were full heirs with Christ of the Kingdom of God (see 2 Corinthians 1:22 and 5:5).  Just as it was true 
with the Ephesian Christians (and everyone who trusts and follows Jesus), so it was true with the Thessalonian 
Christians:   
 

Ephesians 1:13-14 - 13 In him [Christ] you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of 
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

 
The gospel message comes in power that impacts the lives of believers from the moment of our salvation to 
the time when we see our Savior face-to-face.  By His Holy Spirit, God dwells within us and is actively “working 
in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever” (Hebrews 
13:21).  We are experiencing the “renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he [God] poured out on us richly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life” (Titus 3:5-6).   
 
If you trust and follow Jesus, God is at work in you right now (see Philippians 2:13).  His Holy Spirit dwells 
within you, and He is actively renewing and transforming you, conforming you to the image of Christ (see 
Romans 8:29).  You can be hopeful, because the power being revealed in you now is evidence that God will 
bring to completion the good work that He has begun in you at the day of Christ Jesus (see Philippians 1:6).   
 
Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
1) In what ways can you see the power of God at work within you?  How are you more like Jesus than before? 
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2. I’m hopeful because of power of God at work through me (1:6-9). 
 
6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of 
the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only 
has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone 
forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind 
of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God (1 
Thessalonians 1:6-9).  
 
As the Lord works in us, something remarkable happens: His work in us overflows from our lives to bless 
others by making a difference in their lives.  Not only does He work in us, He also works through us.  That’s 
what was happening with the Thessalonian Christians.  Their deep and abiding faith in Jesus Christ led them to 
become imitators of Christ, and they themselves became examples to believers in other parts of the world.  
The testimony of their faith was making a difference in Macedonia, in Achaia, and as Paul said, everywhere.   
 
When the power of God is revealed within a human life, people notice and remember.  Several years ago, a big 
snowstorm hit our region and shut down many churches around us.  We televise our worship service by way 
of our local ABC affiliate, and due to the snow, our viewership was significantly higher that day.  In the 
providence of God, one of our leaders was going to share the story of his faith that day, and it was a story no 
one would’ve believed.  This man had devoted his life to helping others in the field of medicine, and he was a 
pillar within our church.  That day, he stood and shared on live television about how the Lord had delivered 
him from a life of addiction and deceit, and people were shocked.  Suddenly, this deacon in our church was 
just like them—a human being who struggled with real issues and found real healing in Jesus.  People were 
amazed and inspired, and I have no doubt that many people we’ll never know decided to trust and follow 
Jesus that day.  Now nearly five years later, I still have people mention that moment to me.  It was 
unbelievable to see how God used that story to bless others.   
 
What had happened through this leader’s testimony is what God is able to do through every Christian 
testimony.  God uses the story of His miraculous work of healing and transformation in a human life to inspire 
others that He can do the same in them.   
 
God doesn’t just work through our stories, though.  He also works powerfully through our actions that bless 
others.  Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus that “we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  We are always to 
seek to “do good to one another and to everyone” (1 Thessalonians 5:15).  In fact, John tells us that “whoever 
does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God” (3 John 1:11).  In the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
love God and we love others, and God admonishes us to love not in talk but in deed and in truth (1 John 3:18).   
 
I’ll never forget the first time I thought that God might be able to use even my life to bless others.  I had been 
to church one day, and as I stood around talking to people after the service, one of the ministers came up to 
me and asked, “Jeff, have you ever considered volunteering with our youth?”  I had not.  I did not view myself 
as having either the knowledge or the life to be worthy of doing such a thing, and I told him that.  He replied, 
“God is working in you, and as He works in you, He wants to bless others through you.  You ought to give it a 
shot.”  After praying about it, I gave it a shot.  Miraculously, God could use even me.  He can use you, too. 
 
Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
1) How might God use you to deliver hope?  What keeps you from letting God bless others through your life? 
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3. I’m hopeful because of the power of God at work for me (1:10). 
 
10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 
come (1 Thessalonians 1:10). 
 
As the Lord works in us and through us, we have to remember a fundamentally important truth: God is also 
actively working for us.  Through the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has worked for us in the most 
amazing way possible.  He has made the way for us to have eternal life in Him!  But God is also working for us 
by, among other things, sustaining us (see 1 Corinthians 1:8 and Colossians 1:17), providing for us (see 
Matthew 6:11, Luke 11:3, and 1 Corinthians 10:13), transforming us (see Romans 12:2 and 2 Corinthians 3:18), 
guarding us (2 Thessalonians 3:3 and 1 Peter 1:5), guiding us (see John 16:13), equipping us (see Hebrews 
13:20-21), sanctifying us (see 1 Thessalonians 5:23), disciplining us (see Hebrews 12:5-11), and preparing us 
for our place (see 2 Corinthians 5:5) and our place for us in Glory (see John 14:2-3 and 1 Corinthians 2:9).  If 
God were to stop working on our behalf at any point, we would fall apart in every conceivable way, but God 
does not stop working for us. 
 
Our knowledge that God is working for us is perhaps our greatest reason to be hopeful in the face of our 
Homesickness.  Think about this: the God of the cosmos—the One who created all things and holds all things 
together—is actively working on your behalf in this very moment.  He is doing things for you that you can 
neither name nor enumerate, for He is causing things to happen in and around you that are patently 
unknowable to you.  The Psalmist David said, “O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 2 You know when 
I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 3 You search out my path and my lying down 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it  
altogether. 5 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it” (Psalm 139:1-6).  For David to have even a glimpse of all of the 
ways in which God knew him and was working for him was, in his estimation, too wonderful and too lofty for 
him to understand. 
 
Think for a moment about the last prayer you prayed.  What was it about?  How earnest was your request?  
What compelled you to take that request to God?   
 
Now think about your last prayer from God’s perspective.  God knew your need before you brought it to Him 
(see Matthew 6:8), but He called you and welcomed you to bring it to Him nonetheless (see Philippians 4:6).  
He knew that it was making you anxious (see Philippians 4:6 again), and He compelled you to cast that anxiety 
on Him, because He cares for you (see 1 Peter 5:7).  God is your good Father who has called you to ask, seek, 
and knock in prayer, and He delights to give good gifts to those who ask Him (see Matthew 7:7-11).   
 
Why does it matter that God calls us to pray, that “His ears are open” to hear our prayers (1 Peter 3:12)?  
Because in calling us to pray, God is showing us that He is wiling to work on our behalf to do that which we 
cannot do.  God is showing us that He is for us, not against us (see Romans 8:31), and that He is fully capable 
of answering and meeting our deepest needs (Ephesians 3:20).  What’s more, God is actively working all things 
together for good to those who love Him and who are called according to His purpose (see Romans 8:28).  Our 
God wastes nothing, and He blesses us in all things. 
 
Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
1) How have you seen the hand of God at work in your life recently?  What do you need to take to Him in 
prayer now?     
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Final Thought 
 
Paul’s letter to the church at Thessalonica is a letter of hope addressed to a people who were collectively 
Homesick.  They were waiting; they were hurting; they were tired; and they were longing.  They were longing 
for the day in which they would see and experience their deliverance in Christ, the day in which their promised 
redemption would come.  Perhaps you can identify with the sentiment experienced by the Thessalonian 
Christians.  Perhaps you are waiting, hurting, tired, and longing, too.   
 
The Thessalonian Christians needed to hear that they could be hopeful, because the power of God was at 
work in them, through them, and for them.  God was doing things they could not perceive to bless them, and 
God was doing things about which they could not know to bless others through them.   
 
In 1937, B.B. McKinney altered a song previously penned in 1905 by Charles Albert Tindley and named it, 
“When The Morning Comes.”  You may know the song better if we add the three words that precede the 
song’s title in the chorus:  “By and by.”  Remember these lyrics: 
 

“When the Morning Comes” 
 

Trials dark on ev'ry hand / and we cannot understand  
All the ways that God would lead us / to that blessed Promised Land;  

But He'll guide us with His eye / and we'll follow till we die;  
We will understand it better by and by. 

 
Oft our cherished plans have failed / disappointments have prevailed,  

And we've wandered in the darkness / heavyhearted and alone;  
But we're trusting in the Lord / and according to His Word,  

We will understand it better by and by. [Chorus] 
 

Temptations, hidden snares / often take us unawares,  
And our hearts are made to bleed / for some thoughtless word or deed,  

And we wonder why the test / when we try to do our best,  
But we'll understand it better by and by. [Chorus] 

 
Chorus: 

By and by, when the morning comes,   
When the saints of God are gathered home,  
We will tell the story how we've overcome;  

We will understand it better by and by. 
 

[You can sing along with the Gaither Vocal Band here: https://youtu.be/SXUHW3WHIeE]  
 
We are not at Home, and sometimes we get Homesick, but because of our great God, we can be hopeful. God 
is working in us, through us, and for us.  We’ll understand it better by and by. 
 
 
 
 

firstbaptistbg.org 

Facebook | Instagram | Twitter: @firstbaptistbg 

https://youtu.be/SXUHW3WHIeE

