a leer

om the pastor

Dear First Bap st Church,
In his ﬁrst leer to the Church at Thessalonica,
the Apostle Paul presented the Christ-followers
there with this command: “Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). What powerful
and challenging words – and yet so simple to
understand! God’s will for His children is that we
be ever-rejoicing, ever-praying, and ever-giving
thanks to God.
We are entering a season of celebra on. The
heat and humidity of late summer have melted
away into the crispness of Fall air, and our
aen on turns again toward the harvest, toward
gra tude, and toward celebra ng the Incarna on
of God’s Only-Begoen Son. We expect the
months ahead to bring great joy as we remember
the Lord’s faithfulness to us in so many special
ways.

God to open their hearts to His powerful truth
and His redeeming love.
We approach this season of celebra on knowing
who is Lord of the harvest. We know the One to
whom our gra tude is due. We have been called
to boldly approach His throne of grace through
Jesus Christ our Lord. I pray that we would all
labor in prayer for those whom God might
redeem and transform. A>er all, our God is “able
to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within
us…” (Ephesians 3:20-21). Let us therefore
rejoice. Let us pray. Let us give thanks. A>er all,
that is God’s will in Christ Jesus for all of us!

As we rejoice and give thanks, let us also
pray. Let us pray for those around us who are
living far from God. Perhaps they walked with
Him years ago but have become consumed in
other pursuits. Perhaps they were hurt by church
people at some point along the way. Perhaps
they feel that belief and trust in God is
foolish. Whatever the case may be, let us pray
for them—speciﬁcally, by name, daily—asking

Praying with you,
Pastor Jeﬀ Reynolds
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— New Members —

Bryson Hubbard
07-01-2018

Amanda Sankey
07-25-2018

Tinsley Jamison
08-05-2018

Jay, Michelle, Jayson and Tanner Price
07-01-2018

Davidea & Hydi Konneh
07-01-2018

Audrey Wilson
07-29-2018

Charles & Rita Windham
07-29-2018

Samuel Allison
08-12-2018

Travis, Sharna and
Brooke Dixon
08-12-2018

Morris & Jean Bobbett
09-02-2018

Robert & Margaret Judson
09-02-2018

Madelyn Hogan
09-02-2018
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Harley Brooks
08-05-2018

Calvin Leisure
08-19-2018

Jim & Judy Wade
09-02-2018

— Baptisms —

Brady Golliher
07-01-2018

Tinsley Jamison
09-09-2018

Bryson Hubbard
07-01-2018

Audrey Wilson
08-12-2018

Margaret Judson
09-02-2018

Samuel Allison
09-16-2018

Madelyn Hogan
09-16-2018

Kathy Hester
09-16-2018

Savannah Anderson
09-16-2018
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Welcome
Michelle Price
and Family
I grew up in Watkinsville, Georgia, a rural town
just outside of Athens. My parents set a
wonderful example of what a Chris an life
should look like and made sure that my brother
and I were in church every Sunday morning,
Sunday night, and Wednesday night as well as
seeing that we aended VBS, RA and GA’s
programs, mission trips, and any other event
that was planned. My grandmother also played
an important role in my life as well and
modeled how to truly “walk the walk” and live a
Godly life. I can remember having her remind
me many mes of much of what Jesus taught in
Mahew, Chapter 5. I watched and craved the
joy she had in all circumstances and eventually
began to seek to “walk the walk” with Jesus. I
s ll have a long way to go. My church family
was also instrumental in my decision and walk
with Jesus. Growing up in Mars Hill Bap st
Church, I had many amazing Chris an adults
who helped to disciple me, and at the age of 12,
I knew I wanted a rela onship with Jesus and
made the decision to make Him Lord over my
life.

diﬀerent path and granted me the opportunity
to become a stay-at-home mom to our
precious lile boy. What a wonderful blessing
this was! In September of 2007, we welcomed
our second wonderful, lile blessing, Tanner,
and in 2012, God called me into, yet, another
area of teaching and ministry as we began
homeschooling our boys. As terriﬁed as this
made me, it has been an amazing blessing as
we have watched our children not only grow,
but excel not just academically, but socially,
and most importantly, spiritually.
August of 2014 brought another major life
change. God decided to move us out of our
comfort zone, and once again, when the
company Jay worked for closed its plant in
Jamestown, and moved our family to Jeﬀerson,
Iowa. While there, God called Jay and I both
into ministry. It took many years to get to the
place I felt called to in high school, but God had
a plan the whole me. We served as the
Directors of Children’s Ministry at The
Sanctuary. It was here that we saw and
experienced the fact that “God doesn’t call the
equipped, He equips the called”. God moved in
that church and in the children’s ministry in
ways I never knew were possible, and He
challenged and grew our family in ways we
never expected.

During my freshman year in high school, our
church brought in a wonderful Chris an Youth
Minister, who obediently and eagerly followed
Jesus’s commission to us all to go and make
disciples. His passion for Christ was inspiring,
and it was during this me that I ﬁrst felt the
call to ministry. A>er high school, I went on to
graduate from the University of Georgia with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Middle School
Educa on and began teaching in the fall of
1994. While teaching in the public school
system, I served as the sponsor of several clubs
including Fellowship of Chris an Athletes. In
addi on to teaching, I also coached Girls
So>ball, Basketball, Track, and Cheerleading,
and I made teaching and coaching my ministry.

Finally, a>er much prayer, God opened the
opportunity for us to return to Kentucky in June
of 2018, and I was oﬀered the posi on of
Director of Children’s Ministries here at First
Bap st Church of Bowling Green. God
con nues to grow and mold me into His
intended purpose for me, and I feel so blessed
to serve here at FBC. It is my hope and prayer
that every child who encounters our church
family will discover who they were created to
be in Christ and will be transformed by His
grace in such a powerful way that they, our
church, our community and the world will be
impacted for God’s Kingdom.

In 2001, I met and married my wonderful
husband, Jay, a Kentucky na ve, when his job
brought him to Georgia. God began growing us
closer to Him and to each other. God blessed us
with our oldest son, Jayson, in June of 2005, and
6 months later, Jay’s company moved us to
Jamestown, Kentucky. It was then, a>er
teaching for 12 years, God called me into a
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Saturday, October 20
Zumbathon, 9:00 AM-12:30 PM, ROC

Sunday, December 2
Advent Sunday of Hope
Church Budget Vote (12 p.m.)
Children’s Christmas Program (6 p.m.)

Wednesday, October 28
Trunk or Treat (6:00-7:30 p.m.)

Monday, December 3
CDC Christmas Program (Sanctuary, 6 p.m.)

Monday, October 29
Bingo at the ROC, 11:00 AM

Wednesday, December 5
Children’s Christmas Party

Wednesday, October 31
Halloween, no Club ROCK

Sunday, December 9
Advent Sunday of Peace
Sanctuary Choir Christmas Program (6 p.m.)

Sunday, November 4
All Saints Day / Fall Back Sunday
Thursday, November 8
Hayward Brown Banquet

December 10—January 1
The ROC will be closed for a complete ﬂoor
resurfacing and will reopen January 2

Sunday, November 11
Veterans Day
Church Business Conference (6 p.m.)

Wednesday, December 12
Family Caroling (6-8 p.m.)

Tuesday, November 13
Adap ve Sports Begins at the ROC (Basketball)

Thursday, December 13
Senior Adult Fellowship – Staﬀ Led (11:30 a.m.)

Sunday, November 18
Thanksgiving Meal & Worship Service (5 p.m.)

Sunday, December 16
Advent Sunday of Joy
Breakfast with the Wise Men (9:45 a.m.)
Family Talent Night (6 p.m.)

Monday, November 19
CDC Family Thanksgiving Meal

Sunday, December 23
Advent Sunday of Love

Wednesday, November 21
Thanksgiving holiday, no Club ROCK
November 22-24
The ROC will be closed for Thanksgiving

Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve Service (Lord’s Supper)
Christmas Eve (Church Oﬃce Closed)

Thursday-Friday, November 22-23
Thanksgiving Holiday (Church Oﬃce Closed)

Tuesday, December 25
Christmas Day (Church Oﬃce Closed)

Monday, November 26
Bingo at the ROC, 11:00 AM

Monday, December 31
New Years Eve (Church Oﬃce Closes at 12 p.m.)
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Staff Spotlight

Jordan Upton

Broadcast Director

Hi! I’m Jordan, the TV guy here at FBC. I direct

any students looking to

the live broadcast and produce most church video

do video produc on!

content. It’s humbling that God put me in this role at

By God’s

such a storied church, and I love seeing the media

providence, I joined the

ministry’s touch in our community. I take the responsibil-

First Bap st family back in 2014. Through my job at PBS, I

ity very seriously and am always open to sugges ons for

picked up a tech assist role here, eventually inheri ng the

improvement! I answer all fan mail myself and forward

broadcast director’s seat from my mentor Neil Purcell.

all complaints and snide remarks about the broadcast

Every week, I get to work with a great team of staﬀ from

directly to Elliot the sound guy.

the church, tech assists, audio engineers, and camera

I was born and raised in Alvaton, KY, on my

operators to broadcast our Sunday services on live televi-

family’s farm. Though I’m not handy with a wrench, my

sion. You can see our services on air and online because of

father and grandfather taught me with the values of a

their commitment to broadcas ng excellence. Their work

farmer—family, hard work, and prayer. Granddaddy had

helps us reach thousands with the Word of God in a las ng,

Parkinson’s for as long as I really knew him, but he ran

powerful way. We can’t thank them enough for all they do

the race and kept the faith, a strong encouragement for

for the community!

me to do the same. Likewise, my parents John and

Working alongside the pastoral staﬀ is my favorite

Jennifer have raised me up in the way I should go.

part of First Bap st. God has given us such a dedicated

Through incredible hardships and tests of faith, they’ve

team of ministers! I have the enviable posi on of working

stood together and shown me how to live out disciple-

closely with them in video projects for the church. Laboring

ship to Jesus Christ.

for the Kingdom with them is as fulﬁlling and fun as you

I’ll always be grateful I could spend my forma-

can imagine. Each has made more of an impact on my life

ve years learning at Holy Trinity Lutheran School here in

than they could ever know, and I’ve matured by leaps and

town. The Chris an educa on nurtured lifelong, faith-

bounds in my walk with Christ because I’ve walked beside

based scholas cism within me. Eventually, I made my

them.

way to WKU, gradua ng summa cum laude in 2017 with

I cannot thank God enough for bringing me to the

a degree in TV/Film Produc on. In terms of broadcas ng

corner of 12th and Chestnut or for the future in store here.

experience, I owe most everything to my job at WKU-

Introduce yourself if you see me around the church!

PBS, where I got to learn my cra> and prac ce it as I

May the Messiah come soon and in our days!

went through college. It’s an unmatched opportunity for

—Jordan
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