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Dear Church Family, 

 

Happy New Year!  We have officially entered 2018, the 

year during which we celebrate the Bicentennial         

Anniversary of First Bap'st Church.  For two centuries, 

the people who have collec'vely been called First Bap'st 

Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky have sought to live 

out the faith once for all delivered to the saints in a  

manner that glorifies God and blesses the community 

around us.  Today, we con'nue in that mission, seeking 

specifically to be a community of believers in Jesus Christ 

as Lord and Savior who are seeking to advance God’s 

Kingdom through worship, Bible study, missions,      

evangelism, fellowship, and prayer.   

 

As we step into 2018, we feel the historical significance 

of this year.  We will celebrate our Bicentennial with 

events and special experiences, but perhaps most       

importantly, we will remember the stories of our 

church.  Here, lives have been transformed by the      

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  People have been called by God 

from spiritual death into eternal spiritual life in 

Christ.  Believers have grown from infancy in Christ to 

robust spiritual maturity, and the community around us 

has been blessed by God’s work in and through 

us.  Indeed, the Gospel message has been carried to the 

ends of the earth through this ministry, and we are 

thankful. 

 

Alongside the historical significance of this year, we also 

understand the poten'al spiritual significance of 

2018.  As we commemorate our past, we embrace what 

God is doing now.  He who has been good to us for two 

centuries con'nues to bless us.  He con'nues to call  

people out of spiritual death into spiritual life, from    

a le�er 
�om the pastor 

spiritual infancy to spiritual maturity, from being blessed 

to being a blessing to others.  This year, may we all grow 

closer to Christ than ever before, and may we truly be 

conformed to His image such that the world can see 

Christ in us, the hope of glory! 

 

I am commi5ng 2018 to being the most spiritually    

significant year in my life, and I invite you to join me.  In 

this magazine, you will see ways you can begin to     

deepen your walk with Christ – by celebra'ng God’s 

work in new believers and new members, by engaging in 

the various ministry experiences and opportuni'es our 

church will offer, by praying and reading God’s Word 

daily, and by using your gi:s to bless the world around 

you.  God’s call on our lives is as rich now as ever, and 

He has given us His Holy Word and His Holy Spirit to 

guide us.  May we embrace all that He wants to do in 

and through us this year, and may the world be be<er 

for it! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Jeff  
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The F260 Bible Reading Plan  
 

As followers of Christ, we all want to grow to become the 

mature Chris'ans we know God is calling us to be.         

Research has shown that the single most effec've invest-

ment we can make in our spiritual maturity is personally 

spending 'me in God’s Word on a regular basis.  

Embracing this single prac'ce can take our faith to new 

levels.  When we read God’s Word, we meet the Bible’s 

sacred Author.  As we grow to know Him more, our love 

for Him grows, along with our desire to follow 

Him.  There’s really nothing like it.   

 

In 2018, our church is being called to read the Bible         

together using the F260 Bible Reading Plan.  This plan was 

developed by Pastor Robby Gallaty, who leads Long Hollow 

Bap'st Church in Hendersonville, Tennessee.  Here are the 

details as told by Pastor Gallaty: 

—————————————————————————— 

What is the F260 and Who Should Use It? 

The F-260 is a two hundred and sixty day reading plan that 

highlights the founda'onal passages of Scripture that    

every disciple should know.  A:er failed a<empts of read-

ing through the Bible in a year with previous discipleship 

groups, I wanted a manageable plan that believers who 

never read the Bible before could complete. 

 

How Does It Work? 

The plan expects believers to read 1 or 2 chapters a day for 

5 days each week, with an allowance for weekends 

off.  The 2 off-days a week are built in so you may catch up 

on days where you’re unable to read. 

—————————————————————————— 

At First Bap'st Church, we will use this system to read  

together through the major emphases of Scripture, seek-

ing to memorize certain verses together, and growing  

together in our knowledge of God.  Further, our pastor will 

base his Sunday night and Wednesday night sermons on 

the passages we are reading together as a church so that 

we can all be encouraged to keep going and keep growing 

all year long.   

 

You can access the F260 Bible Reading plan in many 

ways.  Hard copies of the plan have been distributed on 

the Welcome Desks in the Narthex.  You can also down-

load the plan at h<ps://replicate.org/f260-bible-reading-

plan/ where you will also find links to download the      

iPhone app or Android app if you are interested.  You can 

also follow the plan using the YouVersion Bible App, which 

is a free download in your device’s app store.     

 

Let’s commit together to reading God’s Word all year long, 

and let’s ask God to make this the most spiritually          

significant year in each of our lives! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

* Image used from replicate.org 
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Jeremy Blake 

10-08-17 

— New Members — 

Joshua and Julie  

Chapman 

Brandon Fox 

10-15-17 

Lenny and Sherry West 

10-15-17 

Lonnie and Grace Cook 

10-29-17 

Jacklyn Ball 

11-05-17 

Deanna Rose 

11-29-17 

Oscar Donelow 

11-19-17 

Darlene and Fred May 

12-03-17 

Jeff and Sherryl Reed 

12-24-17 

Tony and Susan Norman 

12-24-17 

Jacob, Abigail and Adam Smerowski 

12-24-17 

Annie Bri< 

01-07-18 
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— Baptisms — 

Jeremy Blake 

10-08-17 

Joshua Chapman 

10-22-17 

Abigail Smerowski 

12-24-17 

Brandon Fox 

10-22-17 

Bree Eaton 

10-29-17 

Ashley Miller 

10-29-17 

Jacklyn Ball 

11-19-17 

Deanna Rose 

11-29-17 
Julie Chapman 

10-22-17 

Jacob Smerowski 

12-24-17 

Adam Smerowski 

12-24-17 
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On May 9, 1818, Providence Knob Bap'st Church dismissed 

Pastor John Keel by le<er to organize a Bap'st Church at 

Bowling Green.  On June 13, 1818, the first four members of 

what would eventually come to be known as First Bap'st 

Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky were received.  Their 

names were Daniel Smith, Mary Smith, Sarah Crasthwait, 

and Alicia Cooke.  Two hundred years later, we don’t know 

much of anything about these pilgrims who devoted their 

lives to establishing the church we now call home, but we 

know they were like us in at 

least one way – they wanted 

to serve their Lord and make 

an impact for Christ in        

Bowling Green.   

 

This year, we commemorate 

their faithfulness, along with 

the countless thousands who 

have been called First Bap'st 

Church for two centuries.  We 

will remember the stories of 

our church family – men and 

women who, by God’s grace, 

have lived lives of faithfulness 

that have touched Bowling 

Green, Warren County, the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky, 

the United States of America, 

and so many places all around 

the world with the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ.  Just look to the 

Hall of Missions outside our 

Sanctuary to feel some sense 

of their impact—of our impact.   

 

We will celebrate the Bicentennial in many ways this year, 

but please mark your calendars for two important Bicenten-

nial Celebra$ons that will happen this summer.  On Sunday, 

June 10, 2018, we will celebrate our Bicentennial in our  

Sunday morning worship service.  Our goal is to fill our  

Sanctuary with people from all over who have been part of 

First Bap'st Church through the years.  We encourage you 

to start invi'ng people “home” now to celebrate this       

momentous occasion.  Then, on Wednesday, June 13, 2018 

— the actual date of our Bicentennial—we will celebrate 

with a Bicentennial Banquet in the Social Center followed by 

a special Wednesday Night Worship service in the          

Sanctuary.  

 

Please mark your calendars now to be part of both of these 

exci'ng events! 

 

As 2018 progresses, more informa'on will be shared about 

special events and experiences to commemorate this             

significant year.  For now, please help us mark this occasion 

by par'cipa'ng in our Bicentennial Pictorial Directory: 

 

 

Bicentennial Pictorial          

Directory 

 

The celebra'on of our         

Bicentennial is a significant 

marker in the history of our 

church, and part of commemo-

ra'ng this special occasion is 

capturing who First Bap'st 

Church is in 2018.  For this  

reason, the Bicentennial Team 

hopes that everyone who is 

part of First Bap'st Church will 

par'cipate in the Bicentennial 

Pictorial Directory!   

 

Carmon Imaging will produce 

the Bicentennial Directo-

ry.  Each family who is photo-

graphed will receive a full-color  

director and a 10x13 picture of 

your family at no charge to 

you.   

 

Photography sessions will be held the week of January 29-

February 4, 2018.   Photographs will be made at the church, 

and you will make your selec'on for the directory and your 

10x13 print at the 'me you are photographed.  If this week 

is not convenient for you, please contact Mary John at     

Carmon Imaging (270) 781-3959 for an appointment before-

hand at her studio.   

 

We want to include all of our families, and we must conclude 

the photography the first week of February in order to get 

the directories back for our Bicentennial Celebra'on!   

First Bap$st Church Bicentennial: 

“Celebra�ng God’s Story”   
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Logan Light (Sandra) and Will Light. We have four grand-

children, David Light (19), Michael Light (16), Andrew Baribeau 

(14) and Reese Baribeau (11).  

I taught math at BGJHS and BGHS for 27 years and 

re'red in June, 2001 to babysit David and Michael who was 

born on July 9, 2001. In April of 2003 as I was volunteering in 

the music ministry office, Richard Suggs offered me a part-

'me paid posi'on as music administra've assistant. I have 

enjoyed serving in that capacity ever since.  

So as you can see, I have been a part of FBC and FBC 

has been a part of me for a long 'me. I consider the people 

here to be my family. I, like many of you, have faced           

disappointment, heartache and illness in my life. I am a two 

'me cancer survivor and have been cancer free since 1994. As 

I have dealt with each of these situa'ons I have tried to be a 

Chris'an friend, mother, Nana and wife. My favorite Bible 

verse is Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me.” With the help of church friends, a suppor've 

family and a loving Savior, I have made it through difficult   

situa'ons. I con'nue to try to be a Chris'an example to those 

that I come in contact with. 

 
 

—submi	ed by Joyce Light, December 14, 2017 

 Joyce Light was a member of First Bap'st Church 

for forty-three years.  She served as a volunteer in      

countless ways during that 'me and was on staff as our 

Music Administra've Assistant for the past fourteen 

years.  We thank God for her servant’s heart and embodi-

ment of the Lord’s asser'on that “it is more blessed to 

give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). 

The following is what Joyce wrote for the January

-February-March issue of the magazine... 

 

 

I have been part of First Bap'st Church for a long 

'me! I was invited to FBC by my good friend Paula Shaver 

Oliver when I was twelve years old. I became   involved in 

Sunday School, Training Union and Youth Choir. Jack    

Duvall was the Minister of Music and Othar Smith was the 

pastor at that 'me. I made my profession of faith during a 

revival in April, 1964. The revival preacher was Dan     

Cameron. I was bap'zed on April 26, 1964. I remained 

involved during part of high school but le: the church for 

a period of 'me during the late 1960’s to early 1970’s. I 

came back in 1974 when Bill Keith was Minister of Music 

and became involved in Sanctuary Choir and the music 

ministry.  Over the years I have been a part of various 

commi<ees – finance, youth, music, worship and trustees. 

I have taught Sunday school in toddlers through Youth age 

groups. I was ordained as Deacon here on December 23, 

2007 and have served another term as deacon from 2015 

– 2017.  

As for my personal life, I was born in Englewood, 

New Jersey to Margaret and John Duncan. My father 

passed away when I was five years old and my mother, 

grandmother and I moved to Bowling Green. My mother 

was raised in Franklin, KY and went to school here in 

Bowling Green. That was in 1957 and I have lived here 

ever since. I a<ended T.C. Cherry Elementary and BGHS. I 

graduated from WKU with a BA, MA and Rank I in Math 

Educa'on.  I married Joe Light on July 1, 1978 in the      

chapel of FBC. We have three sons, Joey Baribeau (Kelly), 

Staff Spotlight 

Remembering Joyce Light 
Aug st 13, 1950—December 24, 2017 


