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Dear First Baptist, 

 

God is moving in our church. That's the only way 

to describe what we've seen so far in 2017. We 

have launched a fresh vision this year, and we 

have seen our Lord bring people unto himself,  

forgive them of their sin, make them new  

creations, and lead them into the waters of  

baptism. Just look at the next page and how many 

people have become part of what God is doing at 

First Baptist Church! 

 

As we move toward summer, God is going to give 

us opportunities to show His goodness in the 

world around us. Families are out and about,  

doing life in community parks and ballfields and 

school  auditoriums and gyms. As we are among 

them, we must know that God has placed us there 

intentionally that all those people might see Him 

through us. Next time you're wherever you are 

doing life -- whether in a public arena or in your 

own neighborhood -- look around and see the  

people God has strategically placed in your path. 

Pray for them. Encourage them. Be a blessing to 

them. That's why you're there! 

 

a le�er 
�om the pastor�om the pastor  

God has called us to worship Him, to make  

disciples of all people, to help build strong and 

healthy families, and to make a difference in the 

world around us. How will you fulfill these  

callings in your life as summer approaches? How 

will the world be better because you are there? 

 

As you flip through the pages of this magazine, I 

hope you'll plan to join us for the various  

experiences we will offer this season. But more 

than that, I hope God gives all of us a passion to 

live the life He's given us in such a way that 

Bowling Green is forever changed this summer! 

 

Blessings, 
 

Pastor Jeff  
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Patricia Jenkins  

2-5-17 

Judy Reeder 

2-19-17 

Ramona Morrison 

2-19-17 

——  Baptisms Baptisms ——  ——  Baby Dedications Baby Dedications ——  

Katie-Blair White 1-29-17 

Robin Baldwin and Bobby Baldwin 

1-15-17 

Judy Reeder,  

baptized 3-5-17 

Jake Duff,  

baptized 2-26-17 

——  New Members New Members ——  

Thaxton Forsythe 

Les, Stacey and Addison 
Judah and Gideon Lemon 

Mike, Cindy, Abram, Tobias, Asa 

Landon Sweeney, 

Annie Sweeney, 

Chloe Sweeney 

baptized 2-12-17 Emily Jones 1-1-17 

Katie Blair White,  

baptized 2-5-17 

Emily Jones, 

 baptized 1-8-17 

Ricky &  Sandra Clark 

1-8-17 
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————————    Celebrating 18 Years of FaCelebrating 18 Years of Fa
On Sunday, 

February 26, 

2017,  Rodney 

Vincent shared 

that he will be 

retiring from 

First Baptist 

Church Bowl-

ing Green as 

the Minister of 

Education and 

Administra-

tion, effective 

Monday, July 31, 2017.   In a letter to the member-

ship he wrote, “Saying goodbye is never easy, but 

in this instance, it is extremely difficult as you have 

been a source of inspiration, love, and support since 

Jo Lynn (his wife) and I joined First Baptist on 

Sunday, January 1, 1999.”  

 

Rodney wears many 

hats at the church with 

his primary focus  being 

to coordinate the busi-

ness and operational 

affairs of the church and 

lead the church's adult 

education ministries.   

 

Both he and Jo Lynn are 

Kentucky natives, and they have one son and two 

grandchildren.  He has a B.S. in Business from 

Murray State University and a Master of Religious 

Education from The Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary. 

 

The Vincents will be 

moving from the Bowl-

ing Green area to live 

near their son (Jason), 

his wife (Jaime) and 

their grandchildren 

(Campbell, age 7 and 

Jaxon, age 5).  Once set-

tled in their new location 

in Madisonville, they both plan on seeking part-time 

employment to keep them active and moving!   

 

Their primary goal, however, 

will be making memories by 

attending soccer and Tee Ball 

games, school programs, 

watching the grandchildren’s 

involvement in church, and 

supporting their family in the 

many fun and interesting things 

they may invest themselves.   

 

Throughout the eighteen years of ministry at First 

Baptist, he says the most enjoyable part has been 

serving the Lord alongside all ages of people who 

have a heart to see God's Kingdom increase! 

 

Rodney is quick to mention the ministry support he 

has received from his wife, Jo Lynn.  Jo Lynn has 

been involved in many   

areas within the church. 

Her faithful church attend-

ance along with her        

involvement as a Preschool 

Sunday School Teacher, 

member of the sanctuary 

choir, member of the greet-

ing team, member of the 

hospitality team, leader of 

small group Bible studies 

and her assistance in numerous events/projects that 

Rodney has sponsored demonstrates her acceptance 

of a call to serve willingly as a minister’s wife.  

Rodney shares that before they married, forty-three 

years ago, they discussed his call to full-time  

ministry and what that might look like for them  

personally as well as their family.   

 

Effective August 1, 2017, Jo Lynn will retire from 

the position of Office Manager and Assistant to the 

Director at the Barren River Area Development  

District (BRADD) where she has worked since they 

moved to Bowling Green.  
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Celebrating 18 Years of Faithf!l Ser#ice  Celebrating 18 Years of Faithf!l Ser#ice  ————————    
Rodney’s forty-five years of church staff involve-

ment began in 1972 when he served as a part-time 

ministerial staff member at the Sacramento Baptist 

Church, Sacramento, KY.  

 

Other church staff positions: 

 

1975 – 1983 

Bellevue Baptist Church, Owensboro, KY 

 

1983 – 1988 

Calvary Baptist Church, Evansville, IN 

 

1988 - 1999 

First Baptist Church, Madisonville, KY 

 

1999 -  2017  

First Baptist Church, Bowling Green, KY 

 

Also, while serving on church staff, from 1992 – 

1996 he served as a Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Sunday School Regional Consultant by conducting 

conferences/consultations as coordinated by the 

KBC.  In the summers of 1995, 1997 and 1998 he 

led week-long conferences at the Sunday School 

Leadership Conference, Ridgecrest Baptist         

Conference Center, Ridgecrest, NC that focused on 

organization within the Sunday School.  At First 

Baptist Church Bowling Green, his primary focus 

was Church Administration. 
 

During their time of transition, please join them in 

praying for everything to go smoothly as well as for 

the church’s transition to the next person and future 

ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s hard to describe succinctly just what 

Rodney and Jo Lynn Vincent have meant 

to First Baptist Church for nearly two 

decades.  Rodney has served as an  

administrator and a leader for our large 

Christian education program, but he’s 

been much more than that.  He’s been a 

source of wise counsel.  He’s been a 

chief encourager.  He’s been a shoulder 

to cry on.  He’s been a safe harbor in 

sometimes tumultuous seas.  He’s been a 

friend.  And Jo Lynn has been right there 

beside him every step of the way,  

encouraging, loving, teaching, singing, 

welcoming, and ministering.  God knew 

what He was doing when He sent 

Rodney and Jo Lynn our way, and 

though we will miss them dearly, He 

knows what He is doing as He sends 

them close to their precious family.  We 

are so excited to celebrate with them as 

they open this new chapter in their 

lives.  We wish them nothing but the 

best, and we want them to know they 

will always have a home at First Baptist 

Church, Bowling Green! 

—Pastor Jeff 

 

“We meet to part, but part to meet / 

When earthly labors are complete / To 

join in yet more blest employ / In an  

eternal world of joy” (Basil Manly, Jr.) 
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firstbaptistbg.org/give 

Wednesday, April 19 

Connection Point—6:00 PM 

 

Friday-Saturday, April 21-22 

Student Ministry 30-Hour Famine 

 

Sunday, April 23 

KBC Children’s Choir Concert—3:00 PM 

Youth Parent Camp Meeting—5:15 PM, Studio 

 

Monday, April 24 

ROC Senior Adult Bingo, 11:00 AM 

 

Sunday, April 30 

“I Am Building Strong, Healthy Families” Conference 

12-2 p.m. in Social Center 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 10 

Wednesday Night Worship with Sunrise Children’s  

Services.  Learn how you can pray for and provide 

help for the 8,000 children in Kentucky’s foster care 

system. 

 

Sunday, May 28 

Graduation Sunday 

 

Wednesday, June 7 

Wednesday Night Worship at State Street Baptist 

Church.  Join Pastor Jeff, Pastor Ricky, and our Music 

Ministry as we celebrate 179 years of faithful ministry 

at State Street Baptist Church 

 

Thursday-Saturday, June 22-24 

Church on Main Vacation Bible School 

 

Sunday-Friday, July 16-21 

First Baptist Church Vacation Bible School 
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Lisa RayLisa Ray  
Staff Spotlight 

was more than I could have ever asked for.  I view many 

of these people as family.  I watched as my dad faithfully 

took care of my mother.  She was cancer-free for a while, 

but then the cancer returned.  This time the diagnosis was 

multiple myeloma, which progressed very quickly.  My 

mother passed away July 5, 2012, which hit my family 

very hard.  I was not ready to lose my mother and con-

sistently found myself wishing for one more day to spend 

with her.  I now look back and realize that time was short 

and we are not guaranteed anything but today.  There are 

things I wished I would have done or said.  I learned a 

very valuable lesson:  do not take your family for     

granted.  Spend time with them.  Sometimes you have to 

swallow a little pride and think, does this really matter?  

Is this worth arguing over?  Most of the time the answer 

is no.  Those little things don’t really matter in the bigger 

picture.  Love your family.  Love your friends.  Make the 

most of the time we have here on this Earth.  Enjoy each 

other.  Laugh together.  Cry together.  Love each other. 

 

When I look back at my life, I never thought my profes-

sion would be a church secretary for 21 years!  I enjoy 

working with The Celebration Cakes Ministry.  This  

ministry is truly a blessing.  Giving back to others who 

may not have a birthday cake is such an interesting way 

to show and share the love of Jesus.  A recent hobby that 

I have tried is painting.  It is so much fun, and I never 

imagined I would do something like this.  I am learning 

as I get older to try new things.  Who knows what’s next 

in my life?  I hope someday to travel and see all the   

beautiful things that God has created.  So, off to my next 

adventure!  

I was born in the town of Alton, Illinois.  My dad, mom, 

brother and I lived in Brighton, Illinois until we moved 

to Bowling Green, KY in 1981 with my dad’s job.  

 

I am a 1990 graduate of Warren Central High School.  

Upon graduation, I went to Bowling Green Technical 

School  to learn Graphic Design.   I married a few years 

after graduation (1992) and was blessed years later 

(1995) with a beautiful baby girl, Lindsey.  By this time, 

my husband and I were faithfully attending a small  

country church.  I did not grow up involved in church but 

often attended with friends.  My life was full: love,   

family, church family —  what more could I ask for?   

 

I worked for a printing company after graduation        

followed by a position where I did billing for durable 

medical equipment.  While working at my last job, a 

friend told me about First Baptist Church needing a    

secretary.  I was looking for a change in my job, so I  

applied.  I became employed with First Baptist Church in 

October of 1995.   

 

My daughter went to the church day care and life was 

good.  About 5 years into my marriage, my life started to 

change.  My husband and I divorced, and I became a   

single parent.  Things were different.  I changed      

membership and became a member of FBC in 1999.   

Things were starting to settle down again, I was          

employed at a great place, and I was attending church on 

a regular basis and raising my daughter.  Her father was 

still very active in her life and things were going well for 

our family.  Then two days before our daughter’s sixth 

birthday, he committed suicide.  Our lives were turned 

upside down.  Had it not been for my family and friends, 

I would not have gotten through this very difficult time.  

It took all of my strength and the strength from others 

around me to move forward.  I cannot thank my parents 

enough for all the love and support they gave in helping 

me raise Lindsey.  I focused my entire life into trying to 

be a good mother and raise a loving and caring daughter.   

 

Many years later, my mom was diagnosed with lung  

cancer.  This was devastating.  I constantly asked, “Why, 

Lord?”  Why has all of this happened to my family?  I 

relied on lots of prayer, and I could not have worked at a 

better place than this church during all of this.  The    

support that I received from the staff and  membership 

Graphics Administ)ative Assistant 


