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Peace on earth.  I’d love some; wouldn’t you?  I’d love to say in December 2020 that we have finally ushered in 
a time of peace on earth that will last until the end of the world.  I wish I could tell you that a sure-fire cure has 
been developed for COVID-19 and that the various measures we’ve had to take to protect ourselves from this 
worldwide pandemic could be abandoned immediately.  I’d be thrilled to tell you that we will never again face 
any sort of human division, whether in terms of race or gender or politics or religion or anything else.  I’d love 
to tell you that all wars have ceased and reached amicable ends, that all crime—violent and non-violent 
alike—has come to an end, that tension in families is a thing of the past, and the that turmoil you feel inside 
your own soul will never bother you again.  But I cannot.  Not today.   
 
And yet, on this Advent Sunday of Peace, we celebrate that Jesus has brought peace to earth.  The angelic host 
proclaimed to the shepherds, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 
2:14 KJV).  But we are not at peace.  How do we reconcile the fact that Jesus has brought peace to earth with 
the fact that we don’t experience peace on earth?   
 
Remember what Jesus told His disciples:  “Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, 
but rather division. For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two against 
three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law” (Luke 
12:51-53). 
 
So how does peace on earth work?  Only those wo are at peace with God can dwell in the peace of God.  
Peace has a progression.  First, we who are enemies of God (Romans 5:10) and objects of His righteous wrath 
(Ephesians 2:3), who are therefore without God and without hope in the world (Ephesians 2:12), must be 
brought near to God.  He has provided the way for that to happen through Jesus Christ.  Second, we have to 
embrace our forgiveness and the truth that we are new in Christ, and we have to live that way.  We have been 
forgiven and set free to trust and follow Jesus; we must trust and follow Jesus.  Third, we have to allow God’s 
redemptive work to pass from us, through us, to touch others.   
 
You will never be at peace within yourself as long as you are at odds with God.  But in Jesus Christ, you can be 
at peace with God, and therefore at peace within yourself, and therefore at peace with others.  The choice is 
yours.  Here’s how it works. 
 

Big Idea – Fear Not! There is peace in Jesus Christ.  
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1. Peace begins with a miraculous move from God (1:18). 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18). 
 
There are two passages in the New Testament that just about everybody who reads the New Testament tends 
to glaze over, speed through, or just skip altogether:  Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38.  These passages are 
the genealogies of Jesus, and they are basically just lists of names of who “begot” whom through the 
generations. 
 
Matthew 1:1-17 precedes Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth and provides the context for the story of Jesus’ 
birth.  Through Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus, we learn that God has been planning this moment at least since 
He called Abram to leave Ur of the Chaldees.  Matthew wants us to know that Jesus is a Jew. 
 
In Luke 3:23-38, Dr. Luke teaches us that God has been planning this moment at least since the creation of 
Adam, the first person, for Jesus is a descendent of Adam.  Luke wants us to know that Jesus is a man. 
 
In Ephesians 1, Paul teaches us that God had determined to send Jesus Christ before the foundation of the 
world:  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and blameless before him” (Ephesians 1:3-4).  God was planning to send Jesus before the 
foundation of the world.   
 
In John 1, the beloved Apostle John teaches us that Jesus is co-eternal with the Father and Himself the Second 
Person of the Trinity:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” 
(John 1:1)  Jesus is God. 
 
What does all of this mean?  The Gospel is not God’s “Plan B.”  This was the plan since before Adam and Eve 
were created, since before the foundation of the world.  God the Father would glorify Himself and magnify His 
Son by sending Jesus into the world to rescue sinners, while we were still sinners! 
 
The miraculous move of God culminates with the Virgin Birth of Jesus.  It began when God miraculously chose 
to love wretched sinners and send His Son to save us.  God moved first. 
 
We were enemies of God (Romans 5:10) and objects of His righteous wrath (Ephesians 2:3).  We were sinners 
who had separated ourselves from God, and we were therefore without God and without hope in the world 
(Ephesians 2:12).  But God moved to make peace with us, and He did it by sending His Only-Begotten Son to 
reconcile us to God (2 Corinthians 5:18).   
 
A miracle is what occurs when God intervenes in the natural order of things, bringing about a result that does 
not follow natural circumstances and cause-and-effect patterns.  We were sinners, separated from God, and 
headed to Hell.  God reached out to save us.  He moved miraculously, and He moved first.   
 
Questions for Reflection / Discussion:   
Why is it significant that God moved first to save us?  What does God’s willingness to send His Son for us while 
we were yet sinners communicate about God’s character and God’s desire to redeem us? 
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2. Peace spreads as godly human beings choose to live in peace with others (1:19). 
 
19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly 
(Matthew 1:19).  
 
Put yourself in Joseph’s shoes for a moment.  Here’s a guy who is just trying to do things right.  He has had no 
angelic visitation.  He has had no miraculous vision.  He is simply trying to build his life and prepare for his 
wedding and subsequent marriage.  He has decided that he is going to honor God with his body, not crossing 
the boundaries God has set for intimate expression with his beloved until they are husband and wife.  He’s 
doing everything as rightly as he can do it, and out of nowhere, his fiancée shows up pregnant.  How does he 
react?  How would you react? 
 
The thing is, Joseph doesn’t react.  He responds.  There’s a difference.  I don’t doubt for a moment that Joseph 
was furious—or perhaps exceedingly “righteously indignant” (to use a good Christian term).  There could be 
only one natural reason why Mary was in the condition she was in.  She had to have cheated.  Who was it?  
Was it one of his friends?  Was it somebody he knew?  Who would’ve dishonored him in this way?  And when 
did it happen?  How far along is she?  How long has this been going on?  And where?  Where did it happen?  
Where were Mary’s parents?  Where were her friends?  Why didn’t somebody speak some sense into her?   
 
Had Joseph reacted, he would’ve demanded that Mary be publicly shamed and condemned exactly as the Law 
prescribed:  “If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both the adulterer and the adulteress 
shall surely be put to death” (Leviticus 20:10).  Had he reacted, he would’ve exploded in rage and watched 
with horrifying delight as Mary got what was coming to her—the violent death she deserved.  She had shamed 
herself, her husband-to-be, and both of their families.  She had brought shame to their entire community.  
How embarrassing. 
 
But Joseph didn’t react; he responded.  He apparently took a moment to breathe, pray, and fix his mind on the 
Lord, and he made a choice not to put Mary to shame.  He could’ve made a spectacle of her, but Joseph didn’t 
want that.  He had to have thought that she had done something unbelievably terrible to him, but he was still 
in control of his response.  He wouldn’t put her to shame; instead, he would divorce her quietly.  He would 
respond in measured kindness. 
 
People who are truly at peace with God act like it.  They don’t have to get revenge on those who hurt them.  
They don’t have to “pay people back.”  God has given them grace and mercy.  They can give others the same 
grace and mercy.   
 
Peace spreads as godly human beings choose to live in peace with others.  Like Joseph, the godly choose to 
respond instead of reacting.  They take a breath, say a prayer, fix their focus on Jesus, and instead of letting fly 
whatever first comes to their mind, they respond in measured fashion—justly, not shamefully, resolving to do 
whatever they can do to be a peacemaker in the moment, because Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9).   
 
Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
What would you have done if you were Joseph?  Would you have reacted in rage, or would you have 
responded with mercy and kindness (as he did)?  When someone wrongs you now, do you react or respond?  
How can your actions when someone hurts you illustrate the presence of Christ in your life? 
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3. Peace grows as we hear and trust God’s message (1:20-23). 
 

20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”(which means, God with us) (Matthew 1:20-23). 
 

Joseph has chosen to do the right thing – to treat Mary with kindness and gentleness – but he still has to 
reckon with the fact that his beloved fiancée is pregnant, and he knows good and well that he is not the 
father.  “As he considered these things” is a nice way of saying, “as he drove himself crazy trying to deal with 
the insanity of this moment.”  Have you ever been there?  You have reached your next step, but it doesn’t feel 
like resolution, and more than anything, it hurts.  That’s when God’s messenger showed up. 
 
We don’t know the identity of this angel.  Maybe it was Gabriel again; maybe not.  Regardless, God’s 
messenger came to Joseph and spoke several important things to him: 
 
“Joseph, son of David” – Joseph, God knows exactly who you are and whence you came.  You know how 
important your family line is.  Keep that in mind for a minute. 
 
“…do not fear…” – Sound familiar?  God returns to this message often in His interaction with humans.   
 
“…to take Mary as your wife…” – The plan is still moving forward.  You don’t have to cancel the wedding. 
 
“…for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit…” – Mary hasn’t cheated.  God is doing 
something. 
 
“She will bear you a son…” – You will raise this boy as your own. 
 
“…and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” – Remember when I called 
you “son of David?”  Remember the significance of being in David’s line?  God is bringing forth His Messiah, 
and through this boy you will raise, God will save His people from their sins. 
 
What an amazing message!  Joseph is going to be part of the timeless narrative of God’s redemption.  He will 
always have a part in the story of humankind’s salvation.  Matthew tells us that all of this took place to fulfill 
the prophecy of Isaiah (see Isaiah 7:14).  God is coming to be with His people. 
 
Just because we cannot wrap our finite minds around what God is doing doesn’t mean that God isn’t doing 
something for His glory and our good.  God is able to do the miraculous, which means He is able to intervene 
in the natural order of things, bringing about a result that does not follow the natural circumstances and 
cause-and-effect patterns.  God works in mysterious ways, indeed. 
 
Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
How has God worked miraculously in your life?  Take a moment to recount the ways in which God has done 
the impossible or highly improbable to bless you and those you know.  How have you seen the hand of God 
revealed in ways that strengthened, reassured, comforted, or even rescued you?  If God has moved in 
miraculous ways in the past, why would we not expect Him to show His hand in mighty ways in the future? 
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4. Peace thrives in those who are willing to obey God, no matter what (1:24-25). 
 
24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew 
her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus (Matthew 1:24-25). 
 
These two sentences reveal more about Joseph’s character than perhaps any other lines about him anywhere 
in the Bible.  An angel of the Lord has come to him with an impossible message from God.  Mary had believed 
the Lord, submitted to His plan, and could undoubtedly feel the child growing and developing inside her 
womb.  She could feel his movements, and she was connected with that precious baby in ways only a mother 
can.  Joseph got none of that.  Nevertheless, Joseph chose to believe that God was doing something 
miraculous and world-changing, and he submitted himself to God’s plan. 
 
Submitting to God’s plan was not without cost to Joseph, though.  Once Joseph chose to believe God’s 
message and obey God’s call, Mary’s outlandish story became Joseph’s outlandish story, too.  Now people 
would think that Joseph was either an immoral liar or a ridiculous lunatic who was just to be pitied.  Moreover, 
Joseph would now embark on a life of difficulty and tremendous responsibility that would characterize the 
rest of his days.  None of that mattered to Joseph.  God said to do it, so Joseph did it.  As a result, the world 
was blessed. 
 
Peace thrives in those who are willing to obey God, no matter what.  Our circumstances many not be easy, but 
we are able to be at peace even when our world is not.  The peace of God surpasses the understanding of our 
moment, and we dwell in the settled notion that God is in control, and it will be alright.   
 

Final Thought 
 

You will never be at peace within yourself as long as you are at odds with God.  In Jesus Christ, you can be at 
peace with God, and therefore at peace with yourself, and therefore at peace with others.  But the choice is 
yours. 
 
When the angel appeared to Joseph in the middle of his life’s greatest turmoil, God’s messenger 
communicated peace.  Peace began with a miraculous move of God; it spread by a godly human being who 
made the choice to live at peace with others; and it grew as Joseph chose to hear and trust God’s message.  
Joseph was able to embrace that peace, because he was willing to obey God, no matter what. 
 
If you are in Christ, God is communicating peace to you today.  There is peace because of God’s miraculous 
move of sending His Son, and His peace will spread as you, acting in a godly manner in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, choose to live at peace with others.  Peace will grow as you continue to hear and trust God’s message.  
Do you, like Joseph, embrace that peace by your willingness to obey God, no matter what?  “He did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him” (Matthew 1:24).  May we who trust and follow Jesus follow his example 
and thrive in peace.  
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