
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Fear Not: You Are Loved” 
John 1:1-18 
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I never cared anything about watching “It’s A Wonderful Life.”  It seemed like one of those old-timey 
Christmas movies my dad would typically have on the TV, and as a kid, all I knew was that there were no red-
nosed reindeer or joyful depictions of jolly old St. Nicholas anywhere to be found in the black-and-white world 
of Bedford Falls.  I thought Jimmy Stewart talked funny, and I had my fill of Donna Reed from Nick-at-Nite at 
my grandparents’ house.  I wasn’t interested.   
 

As I grew older, I thought I’d give it another try.  So I settled in one Christmas season to see why this film is 
such a favorite for so many, and I reached the weird part with the talking solar systems.  If you’ve seen the 
movie, you know that I’m talking about the heavenly conversations about George Bailey that are depicted by 
illuminating clumps of stars in the night sky.  Then I got to the angelology surrounding Clarence Odbody, AS2, 
and as a budding theologian, I couldn’t take it.  Clarence had been in heaven 200 years and still hadn’t earned 
his wings, so he was going to be given another shot with George Bailey.  What’s the problem with that?  Well, 
human beings don’t become angels at death (or 200 years thereafter, for that matter).  Angels are angels, 
humans are humans, and humans don’t become angels, no matter how many bells ring.  I gave up on it again. 
 

But then in 2018, creeping ever closer to finishing the fourth decade of my life and having negotiated more of 
life’s challenges than I had before, I sat down to give the Christmas classic one more try.  I powered through 
the weird cosmic conversation and the bad angelology to get into the plot of the story—that George Bailey, a 
man who had such great hopes, dreams, and aspirations of leaving his little town and becoming someone 
important in the wide world outside Bedford Falls, came face-to-face with an existential crisis that rocked him 
to his core.  I was hooked. 
 

If you’ve seen the movie, you know that George builds a great life in Bedford Falls but is never really satisfied 
with it.  He self-sacrificially loves his mother, his brother, his first employer, his wife and children, and his 
community, but he always wants to be more.  When he thinks that everything is crumbling around him, he 
contemplates suicide.  That’s when he receives a gift from Clarence Odbody, AS2: he gets to see what the 
world would look like if he had never existed.  The impact is jarring.  I’ll save you the spoiler, but I must note 
that Clarence has an amazing line toward the end of the movie.  He says, “Strange, isn’t it?  Each man’s life 
touches so many other lives.  When he isn’t around he leaves an awful hole, doesn’t he?”   
 

On this Advent Sunday of Love, I want you to hear what George Bailey needed to hear: you are loved.  Your life 
is important.  God has plans for you.  God can bless the world through you.  As we look to John 1, we will see 
just how dearly loved you are… 

Big Idea – Fear Not! You are loved in Jesus Christ.  
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1. God loves you enough to be your Maker.  You are God’s wonderful work (1:1-3). 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made (John 1:1-3). 
 

The Apostle John opens his Gospel by taking us all the way back to the beginning, a word reminiscent of the 
very first verse of the Bible: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  In the 
Bible’s first verse, Moses implies that God was present when history began—and indeed He was.  God is 
eternal, and there has never been a time when God did not exist.  In the beginning, God was already there. 
 

John expands our understanding of the eternal God, who was there in the beginning.  John tells us that, in the 
beginning, the Word was there.  The Word was present, and the Word was with God, and in the Greek, the 

phrase translated “with God” (òs ò ó) connotes a face-to-face, equal relationship with God.  Then 
John tells us that the Word was not only with God in an equal relationship—the Word was God.   
 

We learn later in the chapter that the Word to which John is referring is Jesus, for “the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14).  We can therefore know that “In the beginning was [Jesus], and [Jesus] was with God, 
and [Jesus] was God.  [Jesus] was in the beginning with God” (John 1:1-2).  Jesus is co-eternal with the Father 
and is the Second Person of the Holy Trinity! 
 

The next verse tells us that Jesus was the agent of the godhead through whom all things were made:  “All 
things were made through [Jesus], and without [Jesus] was not any thing made that was made” (John 1:3).  
The Apostle Paul reminds us of this truth in his letter to the church at Colossae, saying “by him [Jesus] all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him” (Colossians 1:16).  The writer of Hebrews 
communicates that the Son is the One “through whom also he [God the Father] created the world” (Hebrews 
1:2).  Paul tells the church at Corinth, “yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and 
for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist” (1 
Corinthians 8:6).  All things were made through Jesus, and through Him, we exist.   
 

Why does that matter?  Because God made you.  Listen to the beauty of God’s Word as God describes through 
the psalmist David how you were made: 
 

Psalm 139:13-16 - 13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it 
very well.  15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven 
in the depths of the earth.  16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every 
one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 

 

God chose to make you.  He could’ve chosen otherwise, but He didn’t.  He knitted you together inside your 
mother’s womb.  There’s design and intentionality behind you.  You weren’t an accident.  You weren’t a 
mistake.  Regardless of the human circumstances surrounding your conception, you were made by the eternal 
God, on purpose, with love.  Of course God’s design is marred in you by sin (as is the case with all of us), but 
the imprint of the Almighty is in your very design.  You are God’s work.  You are wonderful.  You are loved. 
 

Questions for Reflection / Discussion:   
Have you ever considered that God designed and made you on purpose?  What does that truth stir in you?  
What difference does the fact that God designed you make in your life?  
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2. God loves you enough to shine His perfect light into your present darkness (1:4-13). 
 
4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light. 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did 
not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God 
(John 1:4-13).  
 

There are many amazing aspects to the birth of Jesus.  The conception by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary.  The angelic visitations.  The way God used a pagan emperor’s decree to bring about the 
fulfillment of prophecy regarding the place of the Messiah’s birth.  The star.  The shepherds.  The wise men.  It 
was all amazing.   
 

Alongside all these incredible parts of the Christmas story, John tells us something of deep theological 
significance: “In Him [Jesus] was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4).  The word “life” appears 
more in the Gospel of John than in Matthew, Mark, and Luke combined (43 times in John to a total of 35 in the 
others).  John tells us that Jesus brings eternal life (e.g., John 3:16), gives living water (e.g., John 4:14), is the 
bread of life (John 6:35), has the words of eternal life (e.g., John 6:68), has come to give full and abundant life 
(John 10:10), is the resurrection and the life (John 11:25), is the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6), and 
that by believing in Him, we might have life in His name (John 20:31).  Jesus tells us, “…as the Father has life in 
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself” (John 5:26).   
 

When Jesus entered human history, He became the only human being to possess spiritual life on the planet.  
Every other person—including Mary—was a sinful, fallen human being, separated from God and spiritually 
dead.  That’s the condition of sinful human beings: “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1).  The world 
was trapped in the darkness of sin and death, and Jesus came bringing life—the same life that was in the 
Father (John 5:26)—and that “life was the light of men” (John 1:4).   
 

John continues by saying, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5).  
What John is describing is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy from seven centuries before: 
 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 - 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shone…. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

Jesus, the Light of the World (John 8:12), invaded the world’s darkness with the light of life.  Death could not 
overcome His life.  Darkness could not overcome His light.  He stepped into our darkness to bring light.  He 
does the same today.  He is not afraid of your darkness, and He is not intimidated by your spiritual death.  He 
steps right in, and He brings the light of life.  Why?  Because He loves you.   
 

Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
What does it mean to you that God would invade your darkness with His glorious light?  How has Jesus shined 
the light of life into you and thereby changed your story? 
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3. God loves you enough to reveal Himself to you.  He wants you to know Him (1:14-18). 
 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. (John 
1:14-18). 
 

One of the greatest evidences of God’s great love for us is the fact that He welcomes us to know Him.  When, 
in the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth and all that is in them, He pronounced that 
everything was very good.  God created us in His image and in His likeness, and He created us to be in 
relationship with Him. But we sinned, and we thereby severed our relationship with God and separated 
ourselves from Him.  He did not turn away from us; we turned away from Him.   
 

But God moved first to initiate reconciliation with us.  He wants us to know Him.  What a gift!  Through the 
prophet Jeremiah, God said, “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his 
might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and 
knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these 
things I delight, declares the Lord” (Jeremiah 9:23-24).   
 

God has revealed Himself in three primary ways.  First, He has revealed Himself to us through nature.  Paul 
writes to the church at Rome that people are without excuse when failing to honor God as God, “for what can 
be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For His invisible attributes, namely, 
His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made” (Romans 1:19-20).  That’s why we marvel when we look upon natural wonders, 
for truly “the heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). 
 

God didn’t stop with nature, though.  God has been gracious enough to reveal Himself to us through His Word, 
whereby He clarifies to us things about Himself that nature cannot reveal or that we, in our sinfulness, willfully 
or carelessly misinterpret about nature’s revelation of God.  Only by way of God’s Word can we rightly 
understand nature’s testimony about God.  God has been very clear about Himself through His Word. 
 

Most astonishingly, God didn’t conclude His self-revelation simply after He revealed facts about Himself.  He 
doesn’t just want us to know about Him; He wants us to know Him.  Therefore, God revealed Himself in the 
most precious way of all—through the Word made flesh, His perfect, only-begotten Son.  Through the Son, 
God the Father invites us to intimate relationship with Him.  In His high-priestly prayer just before leaving the 
Upper Room, Jesus prayed to the Father, “…this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (John 17:3).  Jesus elsewhere said, “…no one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him” 
(Matthew 11:27).   
 

God has revealed Himself to you, and He desires that you would know Him—and that by knowing Him, you 
would have eternal life.  God has chosen to reveal Himself to you, and He desires to be in relationship with 
you.  Why?  Because He loves you.   
 

Questions for Reflection / Discussion: 
Have you ever considered what a big deal it is that God not only allows you to know about Him, but He invites 
you to know Him?  How has your life been transformed because you know God personally through Jesus 
Christ? 
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Final Thought 
 

George Bailey hit some hard times, and he came to think that the world would be better without him in it.  
Through the intervention of God, he learned the powerful truths that he was loved, that his life was 
important, that God had plans for him, and that God was blessing the world through him.   
 
Perhaps you have hit hard times.  Perhaps you have come to think that the world would be better without you 
in it.  God is intervening right now.  I’m no Clarence, and I’m certainly no angel, but God has sent me with a 
message from His Word.   
 
You are loved.  Your life is important.  God has plans for you.  God can bless the world through you.  But to 
embrace God’s love, you must embrace the fullest expression of His love by receiving Jesus Christ as your 
Lord.  Jesus said, “…this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sent” (John 17:3).  Have you received God’s gift of eternal life by coming to know Him through Jesus Christ?  If 
you have not, you can do that right now.  The next page will tell you how… 
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The Gospel Message 

 
God Made You and Loves You 
God created the world and everything in it. He created you in His image, and He loves you more deeply than 
you can imagine (Genesis 1-2; Psalm 139:13-16). 
 
You Sinned and Separated Yourself from God 
God created you to be in relationship with Him, but you have chosen to go your own way instead.  The Bible 
calls turning away from God’s path sin, and all people have all sinned.  Your sin separates you from God, and if 
you die separated from God, you remain separated from His goodness in a real and terrible place called Hell 
(Romans 3:23 and 6:23). 
 
God Loves You and Sent His Son to Rescue You 
In His great love for you, God made a way for you to be forgiven of your sin and restored to right relationship 
with Him. God loves you so much that He sent His only Son Jesus to rescue you (John 3:16). 
 
Jesus Died on the Cross for Your Sin 
To rescue you, Jesus lived a life without sin and then died the death you deserved for your sin. At the cross, 
Jesus died in your place to pay the price for your sin. By His death on the cross, Jesus paid for your sin in full 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
Jesus Rose Again from the Grave 
Three days later, Jesus arose from the grave and lives today! By His resurrection from the dead, Jesus won the 
victory over sin, death, Satan, and Hell. Because Jesus lives, those who put their faith and trust in Him live 
forever with Him (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)! 
 
You Must Respond 
God loves you, even though you are a sinner. God has made a way for you to be with Him forever through 
Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection from the grave. His arms are open to receive you, but you must 
respond (Matthew 11:28).  Here’s how… 
 

Repent. Confess to God that you have sinned and deserve to be separated from Him. Turn away from 
sin and turn toward God (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38). 
 
Believe. Believe the Good News that Jesus Christ died for you and rose again from the grave (Ephesians 
2:8-10). 
 
Receive. Ask Jesus to forgive you of your sin and to be your Lord and Savior. Give Him full authority 
over your life, and seek to follow His way instead of yours (Luke 9:23; John 1:12). 

 
Share Your Decision! 
Jesus calls us to share our decision to follow Christ by being baptized.  Baptism symbolizes our faith and 
expresses our devotion to Jesus.  Have you received Christ?  Are you ready to be baptized?  Contact us at (270) 
842-0331 or via www.firstbaptistbg.org today! 
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