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You never know when deep theological impressions will be made on you, but in my experience, they almost 
always come relatively unexpectedly.  I was a young adolescent, for example, when a conversation in a church 
van on a youth group trip set my attitude toward the return of Christ for decades to come.  I was in junior high 
at the time, and I was close enough to the back of the van—where the older kids always sat (just like on the 
school bus)—and I overheard their conversation about Jesus’ return and the end of the world.  It scared me to 
death.  Somebody had a Bible, and they read this passage: 
 

12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun 
became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the 
earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 14 The sky vanished like a scroll that is 
being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the 
earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and 
free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the mountains and 
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” (Revelation 6:12-17).   

 
It was night at the time, and there was a full moon with a reddish tint to it.  My heart was in my throat.  From 
then on, every time I thought about the return of Christ, I was petrified.  I decided to read through the Book of 
Revelation when I was in high school, and I think I got through the first few chapters before I just couldn’t do it 
anymore.  As a college student in central Kentucky, I saw signs dotted all over the landscape with large clocks 
depicted on them that said, “Be Prepared: Jesus is coming.  Are you ready?” (placed by Evangelist Dewey 
Cooper).  When I was a young adult, I watched the movie A Thief in the Night with its ticking clock at the 
opening and the most haunting version of Larry Norman’s “I Wish We’d All Been Ready” as the theme song.   
 
The return of Christ captivated me, just as the thought of it captivates many.  Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins 
sold millions of books at the turn of the millennium with their fictional Left Behind series, and Kirk Cameron’s 
acting career was revived when he starred in the film adaptations of the books.  Of course, all depictions of 
the end times and Christ’s return are aligned with various eschatological viewpoints (which is not the focus of 
today’s discussion), but the fact remains that Jesus’ return is central in all of them.  Today, we will see that just 
as He bodily ascended to Heaven, Jesus will bodily return to usher in final judgment and the eternal state – 
meaning that His return will be the pinnacle of horror for some and the pinnacle of hope for others.  You will 
see how it can become the pinnacle of your hope today.  
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1. Jesus will bodily return in power and glory (Acts 1:10-11).   
 
10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:10-11). 
 

As the disciples gazed in wonder at the sky once Jesus had bodily ascended before them, two angels appeared 
and told them that, just as Jesus had bodily ascended to Heaven, He would one day bodily descend from 
Heaven.  The disciples had work to do in the meantime, as do we.  Our job is to share the gospel message as 
widely as possible so that as many as possible will gladly welcome Jesus’ return, because the Bible is clear that 
He is coming: 
 

Matthew 24:44 – “ Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.” 
 

Matthew 26:64 – “But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 - For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. 
 

Revelation 1:7 - Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 
 

Revelation 22:7 - “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book.” 
 

Revelation 22:12 - “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for 
what he has done.” 
 

Revelation 22:20 - He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 
 

Jesus tells us plainly that He is coming, and He also tells us plainly that nobody will miss His coming.  Consider 
what Jesus told His disciples: 
 

Matthew 24:23-31 - 23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not 
believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to 
lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 26 So, if they say to you, 
‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe 
it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.   
 

29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will 
appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they 
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will send 
out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other. 

 

If you are concerned that you have missed or might miss Jesus’ return, rest assured: no one will miss it.  If 
someone claims to be Christ (Bahá’u’lláh, Sun Myung Moon, Jim Jones, David Koresh, Marshall Applewhite, et 
al.), they aren’t.  Jesus will be unmistakable when He comes.    
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2. Jesus’ return will be devastating to unbelievers (Matthew 24:36-51). 
 
36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 
only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the 
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the 
ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man. 40 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be grinding at 
the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.  
 

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their 
food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 47 Truly, I 
say to you, he will set him over all his possessions.48 But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is 
delayed,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 the master of that 
servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know 51 and will cut him in 
pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 
24:36-51).   
 

As Jesus teaches His disciples about His return, He makes clear that He is returning for judgment—and that the 
consequence of failing to trust and follow Jesus is “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 24:51).  He calls 
our minds to the days of Noah, when God judged the earth, for “the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 
6:5).  Noah obeyed the Lord, and when “the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the 
heavens were opened” (Genesis 7:11), Noah and his family were safe inside the ark.  No other person on the 
planet survived that great event by which God brought His judgment.  No one wanted any part of the ark 
while Noah was building it, but I can only imagine that people were clawing at the door to get in once 
judgment began.   
 

The Bible certainly describes God as being perfectly loving, but the Bible also describes God as being perfectly 
holy and just.  God intensely hates all sin, is wholly separate from sin, and cannot embrace sin.  Therefore, 
sinful human beings are “children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3) who must face the judgment of God as “the wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth” (Romans 1:18).  The judgment of God is nothing with which to trifle, as 
the writer of Hebrews warns:  “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31).   
 

The picture God paints about the coming judgment is horrific.  There will be weeping, gnashing of teeth, 
unquenchable fire, unending punishment.  Be assured that God’s judgment will be entirely and perfectly fair, 
but also keep in mind that no guilty person truly desires “fair.”  Remember the last time you passed a police 
officer when you were driving too fast?  What did you desire?  Fairness or mercy.  God is currently extending 
mercy, but His offer will come to an end: 
 

2 Peter 3:9-10 -  9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed.   
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3. Jesus‘ return will be the most welcome sight to those who trust and follow Him (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18). 
 

16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who 
are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be 
with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18). 
 

“Encourage one another with these words” about Jesus’ return.  Does that seem odd to you?  Consider other 
truths God’s Word tells Christ-followers about His return: 
 

Titus 2:11-14 - 11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 
present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

 

We are awaiting “our blessed hope,” which is “the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ.”  The Apostle Paul writes to Titus that Jesus’ return is the “blessed hope” of believers.  In Romans, he 
tells us why: 
 

Romans 8:18-25 - 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing 
of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 

Life in our fallen world causes us to groan as we await our redemption, and the rest of creation groans with us.  
We suffer now, but glory is coming.  Our suffering will end when Christ returns, and a glory will be revealed to 
us that far surpasses and eclipses any hardship we have had to endure.  We don’t have to fear Jesus’ return, 
but we can look forward to it.  If we are in Christ, all of the condemnation we deserve has been poured out on 
Jesus:  
 

Romans 8:1-4 – 1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 

If you are a Christ-follower and still struggle with fear about Jesus’ return, consider what God tells us through 
the pen of the Apostle John: 
 

1 John 4:16-18 - 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so 
that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this 
world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 

 

Let God’s perfect love in Christ cast out any fear of Jesus’ return!  
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If you do not yet trust and follow Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, come to Christ today!  Christ’s 
arms are open to receive you today.  Here’s what you need to know: 
 
God Made You and Loves You 
God created the world and everything in it. He created you in His image, and He loves you more deeply than 
you can imagine (Genesis 1-2; Psalm 139:13-16). 
 
You Sinned and Separated Yourself from God 
God created you to be in relationship with Him, but you have chosen to go your own way instead.  The Bible 
calls turning away from God’s path sin, and all people have all sinned.  Your sin separates you from God, and if 
you die separated from God, you remain separated from His goodness in a real and terrible place called Hell 
(Romans 3:23 and 6:23). 
 
God Loves You and Sent His Son to Rescue You 
In His great love for you, God made a way for you to be forgiven of your sin and restored to right relationship 
with Him. God loves you so much that He sent His only Son Jesus to rescue you (John 3:16). 
 
Jesus Died on the Cross for Your Sin 
To rescue you, Jesus lived a life without sin and then died the death you deserved for your sin. At the cross, 
Jesus died in your place to pay the price for your sin. By His death on the cross, Jesus paid for your sin in full 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
Jesus Rose Again from the Grave 
Three days later, Jesus arose from the grave and lives today! By His resurrection from the dead, Jesus won the 
victory over sin, death, Satan, and Hell. Because Jesus lives, those who put their faith and trust in Him live 
forever with Him (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)! 
 
You Must Respond 
God loves you, even though you are a sinner. God has made a way for you to be with Him forever through 
Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection from the grave. His arms are open to receive you, but you must 
respond (Matthew 11:28).  Here’s how… 
 

Repent. Confess to God that you have sinned and deserve to be separated from Him. Turn away from 
sin and turn toward God (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38). 
 
Believe. Believe the Good News that Jesus Christ died for you and rose again from the grave (Ephesians 
2:8-10). 
 
Receive. Ask Jesus to forgive you of your sin and to be your Lord and Savior. Give Him full authority 
over your life, and seek to follow His way instead of yours (Luke 9:23; John 1:12). 

 
Share Your Decision! 
Jesus calls us to share our decision to follow Christ by being baptized.  Baptism symbolizes our faith and 
expresses our devotion to Jesus.  Have you received Christ?  Are you ready to be baptized?  Contact us at (270) 
842-0331 or by e-mail at prayer@firstbaptistbg.org today! 
 

mailto:prayer@firstbaptistbg.org
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Final Challenge 
 
If you trust and follow Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, you have much to which you should look 
forward.  You have a future that is as bright as the promises of God.  You have a hope that transcends your 
present moment, and you join with all the saints in awaiting your Savior’s return (Philippians 3:20) to gather 
you to Himself.  Our hope in Christ has been expressed down through the ages by the pens of songwriters who 
have celebrated this great expectation.  Consider these verses from some amazing spiritual songs: 
 
“How Great Thou Art” 
(written by Carl Boberg, translated by Stuart K. Hine) 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! 
 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee: 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee: 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
 
 
“It Is Well With My Soul” 
(written by Horatio Spafford) 
 

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll 
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend 
Even so, it is well with my soul! 
 
It is well (it is well) 
With my soul (with my soul) 
It is well, it is well with my soul 
 
 
“Midnight Cry” 
(written by Greg & Chuck Day) 
 

I look around me and see prophecies fulfilling 
And the signs of the times are appearing everywhere 
I can almost hear the Father, as He says, “Go get my children” 
And at the midnight cry, the Bride of Christ shall rise. 
 
When Jesus steps out on a cloud to call God’s children 
The dead in Christ shall rise to meet Him in the air 
And those that remain shall be quickly changed 
At the midnight cry, when Jesus comes again. 
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“People Get Ready… Jesus Is Coming” 
(written by Brian Ray, performed by Crystal Lewis) 
 

People get ready Jesus is coming 
Soon we'll be going home 
People get ready Jesus is coming 
To take from the world His own 
 
 
“Man of Sorrows! What a Name” 
(written by Philip Bliss) 
 

When He comes, our glorious King, 
All His ransomed home to bring, 
Then anew this song we'll sing: 
Hallelujah, what a Savior!  
 
 
“The King Is Coming” 
(written by Bill Gaither) 
 

O the King is coming 
The King is coming 
I just heard the trumpets sounding 
And now His face I see 
O the King is coming 
The King is coming 
Praise God, He’s coming for me! 
 
If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, please don’t allow the enemy to cause you to fear Jesus’ return.  Let His 
perfect love for you cast out that fear.  There is no condemnation for you.  You belong to God.  He is your 
Father.  You are His child.  He is bringing to completion the good work He has begun in you, and His return will 
signal your redemption and entrance into His glorious reign forevermore.  Join the Apostle John in His 
exclamation:  “Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20).   


