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What does it look like to go toe-to-toe with the powers of Hell?  You may be picturing some sort of scene from 
a horror movie, but the truth is, you’ve done it before.  You have battled Satan, and you will do it again.  These 
clashes typically seem much less dramatic than what we might picture, but they are nevertheless very real, 
cosmic battles for our souls.  Jesus faced them, too, just like us.  The difference?  He was completely victorious 
every time.  We’ll see how we can be victorious like Him today. 
 

Before we look at the temptations presented by the Enemy and how Jesus responded, we need first to notice 
what transpired for Jesus to be in this situation in the first place: “Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil” (Matthew 4:1).  There is intentionality in this statement.  Jesus didn’t 
stumble by accident into the wilderness, and the Enemy didn’t just happen to show up.  Jesus followed the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit into the wilderness purposefully to face Satan.  This is God in human flesh—100% 
God and 100% man—going into battle against His ancient adversary.  Satan is going to seek to destroy God’s 
work through Jesus by disqualifying Jesus at the outset of His ministry.  Spoiler alert: Jesus is going to win. 
 

It is vital that Jesus experienced this temptation to function as our Savior.  To take our sin upon Himself, He 
had to be made like us, face real temptation, and stand firm.  Where Adam failed, Jesus had to succeed: 
 

Hebrews 2:17-18 - 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 
people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being 
tempted. 

 

Hebrews 4:15 - 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.  

 

Jesus faced temptation, being tempted in every way as we are, and emerged victorious.  He did not succumb 
to the Enemy’s enticements, but chose God over whatever the Tempter presented.  By God’s grace and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we can resist temptation, too: 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide 
the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

 

Today, we will see that Jesus faced temptation with purpose to remain true to His Heavenly Father.  He had a 
choice, and He chose God every time.  By His grace, He calls and empowers His followers to do the same. 

https://bit.ly/3qkFBXy
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1. Jesus chose restoration, not relief (4:1-4). 
 
1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty 
days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:1-4). 
 

Have you ever fasted? I had never really embraced fasting as a spiritual discipline, but a few years ago, I 
became desperate for God to move in a couple of situations that were very near and dear to my heart.  My 
desperation led me to a place of wanting to illustrate to God (and myself) how very deeply I cared about what 
I was praying about, so I fasted.  It was so rewarding, but it was incredibly hard.  I had to constantly, 
consciously shift my focus away from the food I so desperately wanted and onto God instead.  My stomach 
growled and ached with hunger, and I had only fasted for a couple of days. 
 

When Satan showed up to test Jesus after Jesus had been fasting nearly 6 weeks, Jesus had to be physically 
miserable.  Matthew tells us that “he was hungry” (Matthew 4:2).  Famished.  Starved.  Weak.  Hungry.  That’s 
when Satan showed up.  Isn’t that when he always shows up to tempt us, when we are weakened and 
hurting?  Satan doesn’t attack us at our points of strength; he attacks us at our points of weakness.  That’s 
how he’ll approach Jesus, too. 
 

“If you are the Son of God” (Matthew 3:4), he begins, following his pattern of calling into question that which 
he knows is decidedly true (remember “Did God actually say?” from Genesis 3:1?).  Satan has known Jesus as 
the eternal Second Person of the Trinity since God created Satan as a good angel.  Jesus saw Satan fall like 
lightning from Heaven (Luke 10:18).  Satan is well acquainted with Jesus.  Nevertheless, Satan starts by calling 
into question Jesus’ identity and ultimate allegiance to His Heavenly Father.  With us, he typically uses, “If God 
loves you….”  He knows good and well that God loves you.  You should know that, too. 
 

“If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread” (Matthew 4:3).  Next, Satan 
goes right to the point of Jesus’ greatest physical desire in this moment.  “Make these stones into bread.  
Fresh, hot, steaming bread. Hunger-alleviating bread.  You don’t have to be miserable anymore.  You can have 
relief now.”  Was this temptation real?  Unequivocally yes.   
 

The first time I helped with Saturday Meals on Wheels, one of our members who had been serving in that 
ministry for years greeted me by saying, “I hope you’ve eaten breakfast first.  If not, you’re about to struggle.”  
I had not eaten breakfast, so I asked him to explain.  He told me that a local bakery donates unsold bread and 
bakery items (cinnamon rolls, danishes, etc.) to that ministry every week, and the smell of baked goods would 
make me salivate.  He was right.  I didn’t eat anything, but I wanted to.  The smell was intoxicating.   
 

Satan was offering Jesus relief, but Jesus chose restoration instead.  Bread would’ve eased Jesus’ hunger 
pangs, but it also would have numbed Him to the greater reality He was seeking—a deeper feeding from the 
Word of God.  “Man does not live on bread alone,” Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy 8:3, “but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).  If Jesus had accepted relief in the moment, He would 
have forfeited the restoration God would provide.   
 

During the COVID-19 shutdown and slowdown, many of us have sought relief from many things—even good 
things—that are not God.  That relief is always temporary and ultimately fails.  God desires to restore us by His 
Word and His presence.  Jesus would not take the counterfeit of relief over God’s restoration.  Jesus chose 
God, not His immediate desire.  He was blessed as a result. 
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2. Jesus chose faith, not the fantastic (4:5-7). 
 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On 
their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is 
written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test’” (Matthew 4:5-7). 
 

We don’t know exactly what the “pinnacle of the Temple” would have been, but many scholars believe it to be 
the southeast corner of the Temple that stood hundreds of feet above the Kidron Valley.  One estimate is that 
Jesus would’ve been looking down at what would have been at least a 300-foot fall if He had cast Himself off.  
(For reference, Pearce Ford Tower at Western Kentucky University is just shy of 250 feet tall.)  Others say the 
“pinnacle of the Temple” was the southwest corner, which towered above a busy street.  Either way, the fall 
would’ve been deadly, and it would’ve been witnessed by many.   
 

But Satan wasn’t asking Jesus to kill Himself.  He was asking Him simply to publicly assume His role as “the Son 
of God” by performing an amazing, death-defying miracle.  When the angels swooped in and prevented His 
death, everyone would notice and celebrate this amazing phenomenon.  Satan was asking Jesus to do 
something fantastic to gain Himself a following of fans.   
 

Satan was also offering Jesus miraculous glory now.  No suffering.  No beating.  No trial.  No crucifixion.  No 
burial.  Just miraculous glory, now.  But that wasn’t God’s plan, and Jesus knew it.  Jesus knew that He would 
be “declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by His resurrection from the 
dead” (Romans 1:4).  There was no shortcut to the glory that would be revealed in Him.  It had to come 
through temptation, suffering, the cross, and the resurrection.  Jesus chose faith in God’s plan over the 
fantastic miracle that would be the angels swooping in to catch Him before He struck His foot upon a stone.   
 

There’s one other aspect to this particular temptation that we have to notice.  Satan quoted Scripture, and 
aside from his nefarious motive, he quoted Scripture incredibly believably.  Lay aside for a moment the 
absurdity of the notion that Satan was seeking to use the Word of God in print against the Word of God in 
flesh (John 1:14), and recognize that Satan is speaking to a man who more than any person who has ever lived 
“dwells in the shelter of the Most High” and abides “in the shadow of the Almighty,” who says to the Lord, 
“My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust” (Psalm 91:1-2).  Why wouldn’t God’s words that 
“because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—the Most High, who is my refuge—no evil shall be 
allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent” (Psalm 91:9-10) apply to Jesus more than anyone else?  
Why wouldn’t God want Jesus to be protected from the suffering He would endure?   
 

The answer is twofold.  First, Psalm 91 nowhere indicates that any believer should put the Lord to the test by 
intentionally endangering themselves.  Jesus answers by rightly quoting Deuteronomy 6:16: “You shall not put 
the Lord your God to the test.”  Jumping off the pinnacle of the Temple just to prove that God would 
command angels to catch Him would certainly be putting the Lord His God to the test.  Secondly, though, God 
would protect Jesus such that He would not be killed before the appointed time.  He protected Him so that He 
could fulfill His mission, which was God’s plan, and then He crushed Him for us (Isaiah 53:10).   
 

Be careful with people who quote Scripture carelessly or with nefarious motives.  Discern the spirit behind the 
quotation and the integrity of the interpretation and application.  Satan can use Scripture convincingly, so do 
not be deceived.  Jesus’ glory was revealed through the cross (John 12:23) and the resurrection (1 Peter 1:21), 
and His glory will be revealed when He comes “with his angels in the glory of His Father” (Matthew 16:27)—
not now, not by skipping God’s plan, and certainly not by putting God to the test.  Jesus would not choose 
Satan’s counterfeit glory over the glory God would reveal by His plan.  
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3. Jesus chose the transcendent, not the temporary (4:8-11). 
 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to 
him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him (Matthew 4:8-11). 
 
Now, Satan delivers the temptation that he hopes will be the coup de grâce, the final blow that will ultimately 
take out the Son of God and derail God’s redemptive plan for humanity.  He takes Jesus to a very high 
mountain and shows Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  What is Satan offering Jesus?  Glory.  
Power.  Honor.  Reign.  The “prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2) and the “ruler of this world” (John 
12:31; 14:30; 16:11) is offering to Jesus all that this world has to offer.  It can all be His, if only He will bow His 
knee for one millisecond to worship Satan.   
 
The sort of reign that Satan is offering Jesus is consistent with Jesus’ very nature.  The angel Gabriel told Mary 
that Jesus “will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:33).  
Consider the swelling glory revealed in Revelation 11: 
 

Revelation 11:15-19 - 15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and he shall reign forever and ever.” 16 And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before 
God fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, 

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great 
power and begun to reign. 18 The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the 
dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who 
fear your name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”  

19 Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple. 
There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail. 

 
We sing along with composer George Frideric Handel who included this truth in the “Hallelujah Chorus” of his 
epic Messiah: “and He shall reign forever and ever.”  Indeed Jesus shall reign, forever and ever.  But what 
Satan is here seeking to offer is a counterfeit reign that would not come to pass.   
 
Satan is a liar and the father of lies, and when he speaks, he lies.  He’s good at it, too.  Satan is a convincing 
liar, hardly ever presenting a patently false statement.  Instead, he presents a truth just slightly off of true.  
What he says often sounds true, and it often seems true, but it is not true. 
 
Is Jesus destined to reign?  Unequivocally yes.  The Bible says that “at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10-11).  The day is coming in which every enemy of Christ shall be made 
a footstool for His feet (Hebrews 1:13, 10:13).  He shall reign forever and ever.  Jesus chose the transcendent, 
enduring glory of His eternal reign instead of the temporal power with which Satan sought to entice Him. 
 
Jesus has had enough.  He commands Satan to be gone and then quotes Deuteronomy 6:13, definitively saying 
that He will worship God alone.  Jesus would not choose Satan’s counterfeit power over the eternal reign that 
would be given Him by His Heavenly Father. 
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Final Challenge 
 
So what does all of this mean for us?  It means that if we are in Christ and have received the Holy Spirit, we 
can emulate our Lord by standing firm against Satan’s temptation.  How? 
 
First, we have to be close to God.  We have to know who our God is and what He has done.  We have to trust 
His heart and His plan more than anything, and we have to commune with Him constantly in prayer.   
 
Second, we have to be rooted in God’s Word.  We cannot discern a lie if we don’t know at least the flavor of 
the truth.  We must read the Bible daily, and we must hide God’s Word down deep in our hearts that we might 
not sin against God (Psalm 119:11).  We have to make God’s Word a lamp for our feet and a light for our path 
(Psalm 119:105).  We have to ensure that we know God’s truth so that we can stand firm against Satan’s lies. 
 
Third, we have to know the adversary with whom we are dealing.  We have to know that he is going to call 
into question truths that he knows good and well to be true.  We know that he is going to question God’s 
Word, and we know that he is going to question God’s character.  He is going to call into question our identity 
as God’s children in Christ, and he is going to call into question God’s love for us and good will toward us.  He’s 
going to come at us when and where we are weak, seeking to exploit our frailties.  We have to remember that 
he is a liar and the father of lies.  We have to know that he will seek to twist even God’s Word to get us to 
succumb to his awful, destructive desires for our lives.   
 
Fourth, we have to commit ourselves to God’s plan, even when it doesn’t seem like the most rewarding plan.  
Satan offered Jesus the relief of bread instead of the restoration of God’s Word.  Jesus chose God over the 
temporary relief of bread.  Satan offered Jesus the fantastic glory of an amazing miracle instead of the glory 
that would be revealed through His cross and resurrection.  Jesus chose God over the temporary glory of a 
show.  Satan offered Jesus power over all the kingdoms of the world instead of the transcendent, enduring 
glory of His eternal reign.  Jesus chose God over temporary power.  If we are going to stand firm like Jesus, we 
have to be willing to trust God’s way over and above the best Satan tries to convince us he can offer. 
 
Fifth, we have remember God’s reassurance through His Word when temptation comes: 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide 
the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 
 
James 4:7 - 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
 
1 Peter 5:9 –  9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 

 
Our Lord has won the victory of Satan!  He helps us as we trust and follow Him. 
 
 
 


