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In 2007, a movie was released that changed the way many of us thought about life and death—and the 
urgency to get busy living.  In the movie, the ultra-wealthy Edward Cole (played by Jack Nicholson) is forced to 
share a hospital room with the not-ultra-wealthy Carter Chambers (played by Morgan Freeman) when both 
men learn that their diseases are terminal.  In one interaction, Edward discovers that Carter has been 
scratching out on a yellow legal pad what he dubbed a “Bucket List”—that is, a list of things to do before he 
kicked the proverbial bucket.  Carter was embarrassed, but Edward was intrigued.  The two set off to scratch 
items off of the Bucket List, and they enjoy many crazy adventures together in their remaining time.   
 

Almost instantly, the world was given a new term—“Bucket List.”  Everybody now knows exactly what that is, 
and just about everybody can think of a thing or two they’d like to put on their own list.  I’ve been invited, for 
example, to be the spiritual guide on a “Bucket List” trip to the Holy Land that was supposed to happen in 
2020 but that has been postponed by the worldwide pandemic to 2022.  I hope I don’t stumble over any 
buckets before the trip arrives.   
 

What’s on your Bucket List?  Maybe you’ve never thought about it.  What do you want to be sure you do 
before your time on earth comes to an end?  Take a moment, close your eyes, and think about your favorite 
sites—or even your potential favorite sites.  What do you see?  What do you hear?  What do you smell?  What 
makes this place so special?  Why would you include it on your list? 
 

Now think about Heaven for a moment.  Maybe even close your eyes again and imagine it.  What do you see?  
What do you hear?  What do you smell?  What makes this place so special?  Is what you are picturing 
altogether different from what you pictured for your would-be Bucket List items?  Why do you think that is?   
 
What if I told you that the Bible portrays a vision of eternal life that is much more like what is listed on your 
Bucket List than you might have thought?  What if I told you that eternal life for those who trust and follow 
Jesus is much more tangible, real, earthy, and physical?  What if I told you that the vision of eternal life that 
God portrays in Scripture makes your Bucket List obsolete?   
 

That’s exactly what we’ll see today.  We will see that the eternal state is not a disembodied, spiritual 
existence; rather, it is everlasting life on a physically renewed earth in physically renewed bodies in the 
presence of God.  If you are in Christ, you don’t have to rush to experience your favorite places.  You’ll have 
plenty of time to experience them—only better—in the restoration and renewal of all things.  Let’s turn to 
God’s Word, and let’s allow Him to stretch us to a deeper hope with His truth today. 
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1. In the eternal state, creation will be renewed (Revelation 21:1-2).     
 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the 
sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband (Revelation 21:1-2). 
 

After Christ has returned and the final judgment has taken place, Christ-followers will enter what theologians 
call “the eternal state.”  For so many of us, we have imagined that the eternal state is a disembodied existence 
in a fleshless spiritual reality in which we exist in some sort of nebulous space as disembodied spirits.  That’s 
not at all what the Bible teaches.  God’s first words to us in the Bible are these:  “In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  After God created everything, He looked out over all that He had 
created and observed, “behold, it was very good” (Genesis 1:31).  God is the creator of all things—light and 
sky, water and land, rocks and dirt, worms and wildebeests, molecules and mountains, atoms and Adams—
and it was all very good.  We know that sin entered the world and marred God’s good design, but the Fall did 
not make God’s good design inherently evil.  Corrupted by sin?  Yes.  Wicked in every physical regard?  No.  
Unfortunately, we have all been more influenced by Gnostic and Platonic denigration of the physical much 
more than we realize or would like to admit, and we therefore interpret the Bible’s discussions of corrupted 
flesh and the sinful nature to mean that all things physical are bad.  They are not.  Unmarred by sin, physical 
things can be “very good” (Genesis 1:31). 
 

Therefore, when the Bible teaches that the same God who “created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1) 
is going to “create new heavens and a new earth” (Isaiah 65:17), we need not allegorize that teaching because 
we think all things physical are bad.  They are not.  Just as God created the heavens and the earth—the very 
physical earth on which we now live—so will He create a very physical new earth on which we will live 
eternally.  He will renew His creation, and the Apostle Peter tells us how: 
 

2 Peter 3:10-13 - 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 
with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that 
are done on it will be exposed. 11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people 
ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt 
as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 

 

Although Peter’s language here seems to indicate that the current earth will be destroyed, the idea being 
presented is that the heavens and the earth will be completely cleansed of corruption.  Peter had previously 
proclaimed Jesus, “whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things” (Acts 3:21).  The 

word we translate “restoring” is the Greek s (apokatastasis), which means “restoration” as in 
a restoration to original standing.  God will “restore” the earth.  He says He’s making all things new, not all 
new things (Revelation 21:5).  That’s a deeply important distinction.  Think again about what Paul wrote to the 
church at Rome about how the creation is waiting and groaning in anticipation of God’s renewal: 
 

Romans 8:19-22 - 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of 
God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 
hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom 
of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together 
in the pains of childbirth until now. 

 

Creation is groaning in every earthquake, every hurricane, every tornado, every natural disaster.  One day, it 
will groan no more—when it is renewed by its Maker.  What a day of rejoicing that will be!  It’s coming… 
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2. In the eternal state, believers’ bodies will be renewed (Revelation 21:3-4). 
 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God 4 He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away” (Revelation 21:3-4).   
 

When Christ-followers enter the eternal state, we will dwell on a renewed physical earth with physical 
resurrection bodies.  We will not live eternally as disembodied spirits, but we will have real, tangible, 
resurrection bodies that will be recognizable as us.  The God who created human beings from the dust of the 
earth will raise us again from the earth and give life to our mortal bodies.   
 

Just before Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He said to Lazarus’ sister Martha, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
me shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26).  The Jews had long believed in a resurrection of the 
dead, but Jesus is clarifying that He is the resurrection.  Eternal life is found in Him.  He is speaking as the One 
who would bring about the functional fulfillment of God’s promise through Isaiah: 
 

Isaiah 66:22-23 - “For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says  
the Lord, so shall your offspring and your name remain. From new moon to new moon, and from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the Lord. 

 

The new heavens and new earth houses people—resurrected people who live and worship before the Lord 
forever.  The resurrection of the righteous happens at Christ’s Second Coming, when “the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first” (1 Thessalonians 4:16).  What does that resurrection look 
like?  The Apostle Paul gives us a great description in his letter to the church at Corinth: 
 

1 Corinthians 15:35, 42-49 - 35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of 
body do they come?” 42 …with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised 
is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a 
spiritual body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became 
a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The 
first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, 
so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of 
heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man 
of heaven. 

 

When we are raised, our bodies will be like Jesus’ resurrection body.  Jesus was able to eat, to be touched, to 
walk, to talk, to be heard, and to be recognized.  He was very much alive on a very physical earth, and He 
interacted with His disciples.  The same will be true for all of us! 
 

Think about the hope this offers in light of the touchless world we’ve lived in for so long during the COVID 
pandemic.  How much have you missed the physical touch that accompanies interpersonal interaction?  Have 
you missed handshakes and high fives?  Have you missed hugs?  Have you missed putting your arm around 
your loved one and gazing out over the possibilities of life?  On the renewed earth, with your renewed 
resurrection body, you will be able to experience that sort of physical, relational interaction that you were 
built to value.  Whose neck will you hug first? 
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3. In the eternal state, all things will be renewed (Revelation 21:5a). 
 
5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new” (Revelation 21:5a). 
 

In Matthew’s Gospel, just after Jesus’ encounter with the rich young ruler who would not trade his riches to 
trust and follow Jesus, our Lord gives us a hint of a stirring truth in an interaction with Peter: 
 

Matthew 19:27-30 - 27 Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you. What 
then will we have?” 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man 
will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal 
life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first. 

 

In Greek, the word we translate “new world” in verse 28 is  (palingenesia), which means 
“regeneration” or “renewal.”  The translators of the New International Version of the Bible capture this idea in 
their rendering of this verse:  “Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of 
Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel’” (Matthew 19:28 NIV).  The renewal of all things.  What does that look like?  God tells us 
through the pen of the Apostle John: 
 

Revelation 21:22-27 - 22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and 
the Lamb.23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, 
and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their 
glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will 
bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone 
who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
 

Revelation 22:1-5 – 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either 
side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne 
of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his 
name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, 
for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

 

Theologian N.T. Wright captures well the surprising glory of the renewal of all things in his Surprised By Hope: 
Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church.  This is what awaits us in Christ: 
 

We notice right away how drastically different this is from all those would-be Christian scenarios in 
which the end of the story is the Christian going off to heaven as a soul, naked and unadorned, to meet 
its maker in fear and trembling. As in Philippians 3, it is not we who go to heaven, it is heaven that 
comes to earth; indeed, it is the church itself, the heavenly Jerusalem, that comes down to earth. This 
is . . . the final answer to the Lord’s Prayer, that God’s kingdom will come and his will be done on earth 
as in heaven. It is what Paul is talking about in Ephesians 1:10, that God’s design, and promise, was to 
sum up all things in Christ, things both in heaven and on earth. It is the final fulfillment, in richly 
symbolic imagery, of the promise of Genesis 1, that the creation of male and female would together 
reflect God’s image in the world. And it is the final accomplishment of God’s great design, to defeat 
and abolish death forever—which can only mean the rescue of creation from its present plight of decay 
(N.T. Wright, Surprised By Hope, 104-105).    
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Final Challenge 
 

As I write this, I have to tell you that I just experienced the most extreme range of emotions in the last few 
minutes.  I was sharing with my wife the story that I want to tell you, and as I read to her the words I will here 
summarize, I could barely get them out between my own sobs.  She joined me as I sobbed, and she didn’t 
appreciate my making her do so. 
 

The story I read her was penned by John Eldredge in his book, All Things New: Heaven, Earth, and the 
Restoration of Everything You Love.  I have read the book multiple times, and I heartily recommend it to you.  
In Chapter 3, he asks us to be honest about the ache we feel in our souls as we navigate life’s journey.  He 
opens the chapter by talking about life’s good-byes, and he speaks specifically about watching his children 
grow and leave their home to embark on their own journeys.  He shares how, on the eve of his first son’s 
leaving the house, the family gathered on the living room floor—a floor that had been home to Christmas 
mornings and wrestling matches and rambunctious new puppies who became faithful, old companions—to 
mark the end of an era.  They each tried to maintain their composure, but their youngest son expressed what 
they all were holding back when he collapsed in a tear-filled heap upon his oldest brother’s neck.  The next 
morning, they ushered their son into his new reality, and they came home to a different world.   
 

The family adjusted to the new normal as best they could, but time kept marching on.  Before they were ready 
for it, their second son reached that moment of leaving the nest to fly out into his future.  John, the dad, knew 
that life without his big brothers at home would be especially hard for his youngest son, so he started a new 
routine—really a tradition—with him.  Every morning, John would wake up and make he and his son each a 
cup of tea.  They would start their days together, sipping tea, talking, and praying before they headed out into 
the adventures their days would present.  It was a precious time—but time, as it does, continued to pass.  
Soon his youngest son’s high school graduation would come, and John and his wife would watch a home  they 
had known for a quarter century as a house filled with boys and all that comes with it disappear.  Their house 
would be quieter now.  Emptier now.  Different.  A chapter of life would come to an end, and it had happened 
more quickly than they thought it would.  Soon, he would make only one cup of tea, and his soul ached in 
anticipation of that time.   
 

John says that as he sat at his youngest son’s graduation, he fought with all his might to hold back the 
embarrassing sobbing that he yearned so deeply to let go and express to the world the ache his soul was 
feeling.  But then something amazing happened: 
 

…as we sat in the bleachers, unable to stop the unfolding ceremony, watching Luke slowly approach 
the stage in cap and gown, I was on the brink of sobbing shamelessly.  How is this not just loss? my 
heart cried to God.  Tell me—how is everything not just loss?  At that moment everything felt like loss. 
 

Jesus replied immediately, Oh John—nothing is lost.   
 

Some of you may have experienced in a sermon or during personal Bible study, perhaps in a time of 
prayer or in a counselor’s office, the ability of Jesus to communicate an entire concept in a single 
moment.  You have a revelation.  The Creator of our mind and soul can give to us a sweeping 
understanding as if by transfusion.  If I put into words the revelation given in that moment in the forty-
second row at an ordinary high school commencement, Jesus showed me something like this: 
 

When the kingdom comes, my dear, heartbroken friend, nothing that was precious to you in this 
life will be lost.  No memory, no event, none of your story or theirs, nothing is lost.  How could it 
be lost?  It is all held safe in the heart of the infinite God, who encompasses all things.  Held safe 
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outside of time in the treasuries of the kingdom, which transcends yet honors all time.  This will 
all be given back to you at the Restoration, just as surely as your sons will come back to you.  
Nothing is lost. 

 

The effect was nearly instantaneous.  I went from a desolate parent saying good-bye—not just to our 
last child but to an entire era—to a beloved son who had just been given a sneak preview of the 
Christmas morning that will come upon all the earth.  I underwent a complete emotional 
transformation.  All time had stopped in the moment before that moment; now I was completely fine.  
My body relaxed back into the chair like a man who had just set forth on a Caribbean cruise.  I wanted 
to shout out, “You can carry on—I’m good now.” 
 

Nothing is lost.   
 

If you will just let go of your anger and cynicism for a moment, just allow it to be true for a moment, 
well then—your heart is going to take a pretty deep breath (John Eldredge, All Things New, 57-59).   

 

I finished reading this to my wife—having sobbed throughout the entire passage and having taken several 
breaks to compose myself—and she had joined me in becoming a blubbering mess.  She stood up, asked me 
why in the world I would do that to her, and then went downstairs to put away the groceries she had just 
brought home.  Our son was bringing them in from the car.   
 

I followed her to the kitchen to help, and when I arrived, the scene I saw made me laugh more deeply than I 
have laughed in a very long time.  My wife had descended upon my son in a hug, sobbing uncontrollably, and 
telling him how much she loved him.  All I could see was his little hands sticking out to her side and his eyes, 
nearly bugging out, and fixed on me with the most confused and helpless expression you can imagine.  “Mom, 
what are you doing?  Let me go!”  “No! No! I won’t let you go.  You have to stop growing!”  It was hilarious.  I 
laughed so hard that I started sobbing again—I think with a strange but overwhelming mixture of joy and 
ache.   
 

Isn’t that life?  A strange and overwhelming mixture of joy and ache?  We say hello, and we say good-bye.  We 
love, and we grieve.  We embrace, and we let go.  We gain, and we lose.   
 

But for those of us who trust and follow Jesus, we have a great promise to give us great hope.  This groaning 
creation will be renewed—cleansed from all corruption—and our groaning bodies will be renewed—the 
mortal becoming immortal—and we will live.  We will experience pure joy, unadulterated by the ache of living 
in a fallen world.  We will be with the Lord.  We will be with each other.  We will be with all the saints that 
have gone before us and those who will come after us.  We will be without sin.  We will be without sorrow.  
We will never say good-bye again.  Nothing is lost in Christ, dear ones.  Nothing is lost in Christ. 
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Have you received Christ and the eternal hope He gives?  If you do not yet trust and follow Jesus Christ as 
your personal Lord and Savior, come to Christ today!  Christ’s arms are open to receive you today.  Here’s 
what you need to know: 
 
God Made You and Loves You 
God created the world and everything in it. He created you in His image, and He loves you more deeply than 
you can imagine (Genesis 1-2; Psalm 139:13-16). 
 
You Sinned and Separated Yourself from God 
God created you to be in relationship with Him, but you have chosen to go your own way instead.  The Bible 
calls turning away from God’s path sin, and all people have all sinned.  Your sin separates you from God, and if 
you die separated from God, you remain separated from His goodness in a real and terrible place called Hell 
(Romans 3:23 and 6:23). 
 
God Loves You and Sent His Son to Rescue You 
In His great love for you, God made a way for you to be forgiven of your sin and restored to right relationship 
with Him. God loves you so much that He sent His only Son Jesus to rescue you (John 3:16). 
 
Jesus Died on the Cross for Your Sin 
To rescue you, Jesus lived a life without sin and then died the death you deserved for your sin. At the cross, 
Jesus died in your place to pay the price for your sin. By His death on the cross, Jesus paid for your sin in full 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
Jesus Rose Again from the Grave 
Three days later, Jesus arose from the grave and lives today! By His resurrection from the dead, Jesus won the 
victory over sin, death, Satan, and Hell. Because Jesus lives, those who put their faith and trust in Him live 
forever with Him (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)! 
 
You Must Respond 
God loves you, even though you are a sinner. God has made a way for you to be with Him forever through 
Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection from the grave. His arms are open to receive you, but you must 
respond (Matthew 11:28).  Here’s how… 
 
Repent. Confess to God that you have sinned and deserve to be separated from Him. Turn away from sin and 
turn toward God (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38). 
 
Believe. Believe the Good News that Jesus Christ died for you and rose again from the grave (Ephesians 2:8-
10). 
 
Receive. Ask Jesus to forgive you of your sin and to be your Lord and Savior. Give Him full authority over your 
life, and seek to follow His way instead of yours (Luke 9:23; John 1:12). 
 
Share Your Decision! 
Jesus calls us to share our decision to follow Christ by being baptized.  Baptism symbolizes our faith and 
expresses our devotion to Jesus.  Have you received Christ?  Are you ready to be baptized?  Contact us at (270) 
842-0331 or by e-mail at prayer@firstbaptistbg.org today! 
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