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One of my favorite non-Scriptural features of printed Bibles is that they often have spaces in the front or mid-
point for recording significant events in their owner’s life.  Pages are typically titled “Births,” “Marriages,” or 
“Deaths,” but some Bibles—typically called Family Bibles—have spaces for recording more information.  
Family Bibles often give space for recording family trees, certificates of marriage, various family memories, 
and important spiritual events.  Family Bibles often become prized possessions and heirlooms, not only 
because they are the Word of God, but because they record significant events in the life of a family whose 
story lives on as that sacred book is passed down from generation to generation.   
 
The moments we record in these sorts of settings are the defining moments in our lives.  They are those 
pivotal moments to which we return as we recount the story of who we are.  I have a few special places in my 
life that record my defining moments, and I bet you do, too: births, deaths, marriage, children, baptisms, 
achievements, difficulties.  By remembering these moments, I can trace the hand of God in my life in 
significant and life-changing ways.   
 
Defining moments come—some anticipated and others by surprise—and they always change the trajectory of 
our lives.  Today, we begin a study of defining moments in the life of Jesus as recorded by a saved tax-collector 
named Matthew.  Over the next several weeks, we will look at key scenes in Jesus’ life and ministry, and we 
will see that Jesus defined every moment that defined His life.  We will also see that He invites us to approach 
our lives with that same degree of Christ-centered, God-honoring intentionality.  
 
Jesus is a model of intentionality.  Everything He said and did, He said and did with purpose.  There was 
nothing careless about His approach to life, and as we witness these defining moments in His life, three things 
will happen.  We will see how He functioned with intentionality as Immanuel, revealing the character of God 
and ushering in the Kingdom of God on earth.  We will also see how He functioned with intentionality as our 
Savior, accomplishing the work He was sent to do to rescue us.  Finally, we will see how He functioned with 
intentionality as our supreme example, showing us what it truly looks like to live a God-honoring life.  These 
encounters will provide us with the opportunity to grow in our love for Jesus, in our relationship with God, and 
in our own humanity as we seek to emulate our Lord. 
 
We begin our journey through Jesus’ defining moments with His baptism.  As we travel back to the waters of 
the River Jordan, we will see that Jesus approached His baptism with purpose to fulfill all righteousness. 
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1. Jesus was baptized to identify with us (3:13). 
 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him (Matthew 3:13). 
 
John the Baptist was an interesting character.  He was born to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age, and he 
was related to Jesus.  He was the first person to respond to Jesus’ presence with worship, as a pregnant Mary 
visited her pregnant relative Elizabeth, and when the babies were close together, John the Baptist leapt in his 
mother’s womb in response to Jesus.  He grew to become a man who wore a garment of camel’s hair and a 
leather belt, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  He embraced his role as the one who would “prepare the way 
of the Lord” (Matthew 3:3), and he called people to a baptism of repentance in the wilderness of Judea.  He 
was the original “Jesus freak” (for you DC Talk fans).   
 
John the Baptist described his ministry by saying, “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into 
the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire” (Matthew 3:11-12).  He was making the way for 
Jesus, the one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit.  John knew his task was vitally important.   
 
So when Jesus comes all the way from Galilee to the Judean wilderness to baptized by John the Baptist, we 
have to wonder what’s going on here.  Why would the spotless Lamb of God, who never sinned one time in 
any way, come to John the Baptist to experience a baptism of repentance?  If Jesus needed to repent, we are 
all in trouble.  For Him to be our substitutionary sacrifice, He had to be perfect (see Romans 5:18-19), and the 
Bible tells us that He was perfect (Hebrews 4:15).  Why, then, did He need a “baptism of repentance?”  As 
we’ll see in the next verse, even John the Baptist was confused about this.  We’re in good company. 
 
One reason that Jesus was baptized was to identify with us.  The perfect Son of God took on humanity to 
become like us, and according to Scripture, “he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 
people” (Hebrews 2:17).  He “was numbered with the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12), even though He had no sin 
of His own, and therefore “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV).   
 
Jesus had to fully identify with us to save us, and His baptism was another example of His willingness to 
become like us in every way. 
 
What’s interesting is that when we are baptized, we likewise identify with Him.  The Bible is clear that “as 
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27).  When you and I stand in the 
waters of biblical baptism—which is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Triune God—we 
are publicly declaring our submission to Jesus and allegiance to Jesus.  Because we have repented of our sin 
and surrendered our lives to Jesus Christ as our only Lord and Savior, we are saying with the Apostle Paul that 
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).   
 
Jesus was baptized with a sinner’s baptism to identify with us.  We are baptized with a child of God’s baptism 
to identify with Him.  That’s why it’s vital that we get baptism right and approach it with the same purposeful 
intentionality as Jesus did. 



 

www.firstbaptistbg.org 
 

Facebook  |  Instagram  |  Twitter:    @firstbaptistbg 

2. Jesus was baptized to be an example for us (3:14-15). 
 
14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:14-15). 
 
John knew who he was.  He had no messiah complex.  When confronted and straightforwardly asked about his 
identity, the Apostle John tells us that John the Baptist “confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, ‘I am not 
the Christ’” (John 1:20).  John the Baptist had come to prepare the way for the Lord.  He described himself by 
saying, “‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’  The one who has the bride is the 
bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete.  He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:28-30).  
 
John the Baptist understood his support role in the Kingdom of God, so when Jesus came to him requesting to 
be baptized, John rightly said, “I need to be baptized by you.”  He wasn’t wrong, but Jesus insisted: “Let it be 
so now, for thus it is fitting to fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). 
 
Part of Jesus being baptized to “fulfill all righteousness” was what we looked at a moment ago—that Jesus 
came to identify with sinners, and His baptism was an act of identification with sinful human beings.  
Additionally, Jesus had come to be our example and the pattern after which we should build our lives.  Jesus 
called His disciples (and still does) with the simple phrase, “Follow Me” (see Matthew 4:19, for example).  
Following the tradition of the day, the early disciples would have made it their goal to follow Jesus so closely 
that they might be covered in the dust kicked up by their Master’s feet.  They went where Jesus went, listened 
to what Jesus said, patterned their actions off of His instruction, and sought to be like Jesus as they lived their 
lives.  At various times, Jesus reminded them that they were to be like Him.  After He washed their feet in the 
Upper Room, for example, Jesus said, “I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have 
done to you” (John 13:15).   
 
The Apostle John tells us that “whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he 
walked” (1 John 2:6).  Therefore we, like the first disciples, must also seek to go where Jesus would go, obey 
what Jesus has said, and be like Jesus as we live our lives.  As we follow Christ, we are being transformed to 
become like Him (2 Corinthians 3:18) and conformed into His image (Romans 8:29).  We are called to fix our 
eyes on Jesus, who is the “founder and perfecter of our faith” who ran His race faithfully and finished well 
(Hebrews 12:2).   
 
Theologian Wayne Grudem summarizes this truth by saying, “Our goal should be to be like Christ all our days, 
up to the point of death, and to die with unfailing obedience to God, with strong trust in Him, and with love 
and forgiveness to others.  Jesus had to become a man like us in order to live as our example and pattern in 
life” (Systematic Theology, 542).   
 
My son has informed me that WWJD bracelets have come back into fashion.  Do you remember what the 
letters mean?  “What would Jesus do?”  In any situation, we can ask ourselves, “what would Jesus do?”  The 
answer—based on Jesus’ example as recorded in the Bible—is instructive as to what we should do.   
 
If we come to faith in Jesus Christ, should we be baptized?  Yes.  Why?  Because Jesus was baptized, and He 
calls us to be baptized (see Matthew 28:19).  That’s reason enough.   
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3. Jesus was baptized to be identified to us (3:16-17). 
 
16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were 
opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a 
voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:16-17). 
 
This moment is one of the most profound moments in all of human history.  John consents to baptize Jesus, 
immerses Jesus in the River Jordan, and as Jesus emerges from the water, Heaven and Earth collide.  The 
Triune God is present and perceivable.   
 
God the Son is in human form, submitting to a baptism of repentance “to fulfill all righteousness” as He begins 
His ministry of proclaiming the Kingdom of God.   
 
God the Holy Spirit descends from above as a dove and comes to rest upon Jesus, signifying the special 
anointing of God’s Spirit upon Jesus.  Although this was not the Spirit coming upon Jesus for the first time (see 
Matthew 1:18-20, for example), this was a special moment.  The Spirit descended upon Jesus and remained on 
Jesus (see John 1:32), indicating publicly that Jesus was “he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33).  
Jesus was the One who would fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy, saying “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because 
the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of 
the Lord's favor” (Isaiah 61:1-2a; see also Luke 4:18-19).   
 
God the Father speaks from Heaven, saying “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 
3:17).  What a proclamation!  Part of the job of the father in biblical days (and I would argue still today) is to 
impart identity—to say, “This is who you are.”  Abraham blessed Isaac (implied Genesis 24-25), Isaac blessed 
Jacob (Genesis 27), Jacob blessed his twelve sons (Genesis 49).  By their blessing, fathers imparted identity.  In 
this fatherly blessing, God the Father is revealing Jesus’ identity.  
 
Jesus is the Lord’s anointed spoken of in Psalm 2:7-12:  
 

7 I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 
10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 
12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

 
This is the imagery of coronation.  God the Father is presenting God the Son, the anointed Messiah and chosen 
Servant in whom the Father delights (see Isaiah 42:1).  He would make a similar proclamation at Jesus’ 
transfiguration, saying “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5).   
 
God the Son submits.  God the Spirit anoints.  God the Father speaks.  Heaven and Earth collide.  The Triune 
God is present and perceivable. 
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Final Challenge 
 
In this defining moment, Jesus identifies with sinful human beings so that He might rescue us as our Savior.  
Jesus is the One “who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men” (Philippians 
2:6-7).  He became like us in every way, so that He could be our “merciful and faithful high priest in the service 
of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people” (Hebrews 2:17).  Have you received His gift of 
forgiveness and eternal life by receiving Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior? 
 
In this defining moment, Jesus serves as our example by going before us into the waters of baptism.  When 
you and I stand in the waters of biblical baptism—which is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of 
the Triune God—we are publicly declaring our submission to Jesus and allegiance to Jesus.  Because we have 
repented of our sin and surrendered our lives to Jesus Christ as our only Lord and Savior, we are saying with 
the Apostle Paul that “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” 
(Galatians 2:20).  Have you followed Jesus’ example by stepping into the waters of biblical baptism to publicly 
identify with the One who publicly identified with you? 
 
In this defining moment, Jesus is identified by Almighty God as the anointed Messiah.  He is Immanuel—"God 
with us.”  He is the Son of God who baptizes in the Holy Spirit all who come to Him in repentance and faith to 
trust and follow Him (1 Corinthians 12:13).  Have you chosen to “kiss the Son” in faith and thereby “take 
refuge in Him” (Psalm 2:12)?   
 
Jesus’ baptism was unquestionably a defining moment in His life, and by His willing submission to God in 
which He publicly identified with sinful human beings as our perfect example and by which God pronounced 
Jesus’ identity to every witness, Jesus approached His baptism with purpose to fulfill all righteousness.  Have 
you approached baptism with purpose, seeking to profess the righteousness that has been imparted to you 
through Jesus Christ?  If not, what’s holding you back from following Jesus in obedience now? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


