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One of the most impactful insights into Jesus that I have ever known came from a man named Dawson 
Trotman, who went Home to be with the Lord nearly a quarter century before I was born.  I got to spend 
several years studying Trotman—the man who founded a worldwide ministry called The Navigators and who 
developed the follow-up program for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association—and one of the observations 
to which Trotman continually returned was what he called the “with Him” principle.   
 
The “with Him” principle simply expresses the observation that when Jesus called disciples, He called them to 
be with Him.  Yes, He would teach them and train them, but the primary means by which He would provide 
that teaching and training was by His example.  He wanted the disciples to be with Him—to go where He went, 
to hear what He taught, to witness His example, and eventually, to do what He did and more.  He even went 
so far as to tell His disciples, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; 
and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father” (John 14:12).  Every aspect of 
Jesus’ teaching hinged upon His being with His disciples. 
 
Think about this truth for a minute.  Jesus wanted these people to be with Him.  The perfect Lamb of God 
came to welcome with open arms any who would come to Him, and His open arms weren’t just for cleansing; 
they were also for embracing.  Jesus wanted these people—fishermen, tax collectors, demon-possessed 
women, lepers, busybodies, all of them—to be with Him.  He wants the same for you and me today. 
 
Today we will witness Jesus calling His first disciples.  To do that, we’re going to the Sea of Galilee, where 
some frustrated fishermen have been out working all night long with nothing to show for it.  We’re going to 
hear how Jesus called them, and we’re going to witness their response.  As we do, we will see that Jesus 
welcomes everyone—including you and me—to trust and follow Him. 
 
18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 And going on from there he saw 
two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him 
(Matthew 4:18-22). 
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1. Jesus calls; we listen. 
 

The aspect of this story that has always astounded me most is the notion that these men left everything they 
had ever known to follow Jesus at His simple call.  Simon and Andrew walked away from their family business; 
James and John walked away from their father and the business he had spent his entire life building.  They left 
it all to “become fishers of men”—whatever that means—following a man they had presumably just met.  The 
whole scene always seemed so bizarre to me. 
 

The truth is, though, that this encounter wasn’t their first with Jesus.  In his Gospel, John tells us that many 
smaller connections led to this profound moment of life-changing decision: 
 

John 1:35-42 - 35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at 
Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you 
seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to 
them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him 
that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed 
Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

 

John the Baptist was faithful to identify Jesus as the Lamb of God, and then Andrew—a disciple of John the 
Baptist—investigated Jesus by going after Him and spending the day with Him.  After what had to be an 
amazing day,  Andrew found his brother, Simon, and introduced him to Jesus.  Jesus would transform them all. 
 

Notice the progression of events that transpired to lead to this unbelievable moment.  John the Baptist was 
faithful in fulfilling his ministry, and he introduced his disciple Andrew to Jesus.  Andrew, overwhelmed with 
joy at having found the Messiah, hurried to his brother Simon to call him to come to Jesus.  Simon and Andrew 
were fishing partners with James and John (see Luke 5:1-11), and by way of their partnership, the sons of 
Zebedee encountered Jesus.  Then Jesus issued this incredible call to all four young men:  “Follow Me, and I 
will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19).   
 

Jesus’ call comes to us in many different forms throughout the course of our lives.  We are often exposed to 
Jesus several times before we come to Him in repentance and faith, making Him our personal Lord and Savior.  
He calls to us through general revelation as “the heavens declare the glory of God and the sky above proclaims 
His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).  He compels us to know that God is real, as Paul teaches, “for what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made” (Romans 1:19-20).  And then, through the proclamation of the gospel, Jesus calls us to 
Himself:  “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 
him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are 
they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 
news!” (Romans 10:14-15).  He opens His arms to receive us, but we have to listen to His call. 
 

What does it mean to listen?  It means not only that we hear, but that we respond.  How many times do I call 
my kids or my dog, knowing full well that they can hear me, but they do not respond?  What do I say?  “You’d 
better listen to me!”  Jesus’ call to us is similar.  He’s calling.  We hear Him, through those who proclaim His 
message and deep within our hearts.  Will we listen and respond by trusting and following Him?   
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2. Jesus calls; we drop. 
 

For Simon, Andrew, James, and John, following Jesus cost them something.  Honestly, there was a price that 
all the early disciples had to pay in order to trust and follow Jesus.  Jesus said all of His disciples should count 
the cost of following Him: 
 

Luke 9:57-62 - 57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever 
you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and 
bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say 
farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 

Many people seek to come to Christ by saying, “I will follow You, Lord, but….”  That’s not Jesus’ call.  He 
doesn’t call us to come based on our conditions.  He calls us to drop our priorities and follow Him.  For Simon, 
Andrew, James, and John, following Jesus meant abandoning their family trade.  Their nets were their life, 
because their nets were their livelihood.   
 

In Hebrew culture of the day, all boys went to Torah school starting at age five.  By age ten, all young boys 
knew the Torah, and the best students went on to study the remainder of the Old Testament.  The rest of the 
boys returned home to work in their family business.  At about age 17, if you wanted to go on and make a 
career out of religious studies, your next step was to find a rabbi you admired and apply to become one of his 
disciples.  The rabbis could choose the smartest, most talented boys to be their disciples, and they often did.  
The rabbis were very picky, because when they chose a disciple, they were choosing someone whom they 
believed could become just like them—to not just know what they knew, but to do what they did.  For several 
years, these young disciples would follow their rabbis, imitating them in every way.  The goal of a disciple was 
to be just like the rabbi.   
 

When Jesus called Simon, Andrew, James, and John, their “dropping their nets” was more than a physical 
necessity to get out of their boats; it was a profound statement.  They were relinquishing that to which they 
had devoted their lives.  They were laying down the tools of their trade, releasing their grip on what had 
always defined them, and approaching Jesus with open hands, open hearts, and open lives.  They wanted 
Jesus to lead them, guide them, teach them, and mold them into something new.  Simon even received a new 
name.   
 

For me, my nets were my dreams I had been constructing and mending for a decade.  From seventh grade on, 
I wanted to be Dr. Reynolds.  That was it.  I had spent time at Vanderbilt with my dad, and I had seen all those 
residents running around following their professor-physicians.  I was convinced that would be me someday.  
When I was a senior in high school, I was asked on a video yearbook what I would be doing in a decade.  My 
response was that I would “be in a hospital or doctor’s office somewhere trying to help somebody.”  I went to 
college with a pre-medical focus, majored in biochemistry & molecular biology, and started the process of 
finalizing my resume for medical school.  Then God called.  Too late to change majors.  Too early for my 
dreams to come true. 
 

God doesn’t waste anything.  Ten years later, I was in a hospital trying to help people, but in a very different 
way.  The disciples were still fishermen, but now, they would fish for men and women.  Don’t be surprised if 
God calls you to give up the foundation upon which you’ve built your life so that He can take it, de-idolize it, 
bless it, hand it back to you, and have you use it for His purposes.   
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3. Jesus calls; we follow. 
 

Jesus called His disciples with the same call to simple faith and obedience repeatedly throughout His ministry.  
Glancing through the Gospels, we see Jesus call… 
 

Simon, Andrew, James, and John: “And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men” (Matthew 4:19, cf. Mark 1:17). 
 

Philip:  “He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me’” (John 1:43). 
 

The Man Awaiting His Inheritance: “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead” (Matthew 
8:22, cf. Luke 9:59). 
 

Matthew the Tax Collector: “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at 
the tax booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me’” (Matthew 9:9, cf. Mark 2:14, Luke 5:27). 
 

The Disciples Before He Sent Them Out: “And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me” (Matthew 10:38).  
 

Describing the Cost of Discipleship:  “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24, cf. Mark 8:34, Luke 9:23). 
 

The Rich Young Man: “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me” (Matthew 19:21, cf. Mark 10:21, Luke 18:22).   
 

Reinstating Peter:  “And after saying this he said to him, ‘Follow me’” (John 21:19). 
 

When Peter Asked About John:  “Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is 
that to you? You follow me!’” (John 21:22). 

 
The Apostle John records Jesus speaking more broadly about His disciples, certainly extending throughout all 
time and space, saying “If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be 
also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him” (John 12:26).   
 
The call of Jesus is the call to follow Him.  We must decide if we trust Him, and if we trust Him, we must follow 
Him.  It’s really a yes-or-no proposition.  Our response to Jesus is never neutral.  We’re either going to hold 
onto our nets and stay in the boat, or we’re going to drop our nets and get out of the boat.  Which will it be?   
 
Consider this amazing statement and promise spoken by Jesus about those who trust and follow Him: 
 

John 10:27-30 - 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal 
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has 
given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I 
and the Father are one.” 

 
Do you hear the voice of Jesus?  Perhaps you’re not hearing an audible voice (I never have), but can you sense 
Him calling to you in the depths of your heart?  Do you trust Him?  Will you follow Him?  If you do, He will give 
you eternal life, and you will never perish, and no one will snatch you out of His hand.  No one will be able to 
snatch you out of the Father’s hand.  Ever. 
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Final Challenge 
 
Jesus wants you with Him.  He’s made the way for you to be with Him.  He wants to teach you, train you, 
transform you, and do miraculous things through you to help others trust and follow Him.  He wants you. 
 
Pause for a moment to let that sink in.  The only thing you’ve offered Him is sin, and He took it, died for it, and 
separated it from you as far as the east is from the west.  He cleansed you, made you new, and gave you 
eternal victory over sin, death, Satan, Hell, and the grave.   
 
Jesus wants to be with you, in relationship.  You might protest, saying, “But you don’t know everything about 
me.”  You’re right; I don’t.  But He does, and He still desires to be in relationship with you.  He wants you to be 
with Him, now and forever.  Will you trust Him and follow Him now? 


