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I want to confess something to you that’s kind of embarrassing for a preacher to admit.  Until relatively 
recently, I’ve struggled with the idea of Heaven.  I’ve never doubted that Heaven is real, and I’ve never 
doubted that it is profoundly preferable to Hell.  I’ve just silently struggled with whether or not I would really 
enjoy it.  Doesn’t that sound horrible?   
 
I think I know where it started.  I remember being a kid sitting in a church service when somebody leading the 
service said, “Isn’t this wonderful?  I bet Heaven will be like this wonderful moment forever!”  He smiled such 
a big smile as he said it, and as I looked around at all the adults smiling around me, all I could think was, “If this 
is what Heaven is going to be like, I’m going to be so bored.”  Of course, I never told anybody I thought that.  
Again, how horrible! 
 
Fast forward to my freshman year of high school.  I had a huge spot swell up on my neck, and I had to go to 
the doctor’s office.  A physician I typically didn’t see examined me, and after poking around at my neck, he 
said, “Well, let’s get some bloodwork done.  It’s either mono (as in mononucleosis) or leukemia.  We’ll just 
have to see.”  With that, he walked out of the room, and I descended into a panic I’d never known.  Leukemia?  
Cancer?  Could my life be coming to an end?  Am I going to die before I grow up?  The idea of Heaven was 
small consolation in my mind as I considered everything I would be losing by dying so young.  At that point, I 
was convinced that I would one day play in the National Football League.  Heaven was no match for the NFL 
(or driving or college or marriage or becoming a parent or becoming rich or whatever other dreams were in 
my adolescent mind).    
 
Country artist Kenny Chesney captured my sentiments in his 2008 song, “Everybody Wants to Go to Heaven,” 
when he sang, “Everybody wants to go to heaven; it beats the other place, there ain’t no doubt. Everybody 
wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to go now.”  That’s about how I felt.  Again, how horrible, right? 
 
I’m not going to ask you to confess anything, but I wonder if maybe you’ve felt that way, too.  Heaven’s better 
than Hell—so if you have a choice, you’re choosing Heaven—but you’re definitely okay if the Lord delays 
calling your name.  If that’s you, I believe God is going to encourage you today and over the next several 
sessions as we explore what the future holds for everyone who trusts and follows Jesus.  Today, we’re going to 
see that Jesus ascended to a real place called Heaven to prepare a real place for us.   
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1. Jesus ascended to a real place called Heaven (Luke 24:51 & Acts 1:9-11).   
 
51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven (Luke 24:51).   
 
9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:9-11). 
 

Jesus called His disciples to Bethany, where He once again gave them their commission to tell His story and 
invite people to eternal life in Him.  He said, “…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8).  After He said this, Luke tells us that Jesus was physically lifted up from the earth and bodily 
ascended into Heaven.  After a cloud prevented them from seeing Him anymore, two angels appeared and 
encouraged them to get to work in what Jesus had called them to do:  “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven?  This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).   
 

Jesus ascended in His real resurrection body to a real place in space and time called Heaven.  Theologian 
Wayne Grudem highlights well the magnitude of this event by saying, “When Jesus ascended into heaven, the 
fact that he went to a place seems to be the entire point of the narrative, and the point that Jesus intended his 
disciples to understand by the way in which he gradually ascended even while speaking to them” (Wayne 
Grudem, Systematic Theology, 1159).  For years, I thought Jesus ascended spiritually to Heaven but left His 
body on earth.  That’s not what happened at all.  Jesus bodily ascended to a real place called Heaven.  By His 
ascension, Jesus gives us proof that Heaven is a place, not just a state of mind. 
 

Heaven is discussed often in Scripture, especially as the dwelling place of God.  Theologian Paul Enns 
summarizes succinctly the biblical teaching about Heaven as God’s abode: 
 

[God’s Dwelling Place] is probably what Paul referred to as the ‘third heaven’ (2 Cor. 12:2).  John (Rev. 
4:1ff.) was taken up to God’s heaven.  This heaven is a specific place where God dwells, as the 
salutation of Jesus’ model prayer indicates (‘Our Father who art in heaven’ Matt. 6:9).  It is in heaven 
that God sits enthroned (Ps. 2:4; Isa. 66:1); from heaven God renders judgment (Gen. 19:24; Josh. 
10:11); but God’s blessings also come from heaven (Ex. 16:4).  From heaven God looks down upon His 
people (Deut. 26:15); from heaven He hears their prayer (Ps. 20:6); He comes down from heaven (Ps. 
144:5).  It is also in heaven that God’s sovereign plan is established (Ps. 119:89) (Paul Enns, Moody 
Handbook of Theology, rev. ed., 386).   

 

Heaven is where God sits enthroned, surrounded by cherubim, seraphim, angels, and the saints that have 
gone before us (2 Chronicles 18:18; Ezekiel 1; Isaiah 6:1-8; Hebrews 12:22-24; Revelation 4).  Heaven is the 
place from which Jesus descended in the Incarnation (John 17:5), and it is the place to which He ascended and 
where God the Father “seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come” 
(Ephesians 1:20-21).  As Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was about to be stoned to death, “he, full of the 
Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he 
said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55-56).   
 

Jesus ascended in His real resurrection body to a real place called Heaven, and in so doing, He gave us tangible 
evidence that Heaven is real.  Heaven is not an idea or a state of mind; it is a real place in space and time.   
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2. Jesus ascended to prepare a place in Heaven for His followers (John 14:1-6). 
 
1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If 
it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to 
where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?”6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me” (John 14:1-6).   
 

This is one of the most beautiful passages of promise spoken by our precious Savior.  He is speaking to His 
disciples in the Upper Room, having just washed His disciples’ feet and having just instituted the Lord’s 
Supper.  He is seeking to help His disciples wrap their hearts and minds about what is going to happen over 
the next several hours and days.  He is going to the cross, to the tomb, and to the resurrection.  He is going to 
accomplish their redemption—our redemption—and He’s preparing them for what is to come.  “Do not let 
your hearts be troubled,” He says.  “Believe in God; believe also in me” (John 14:1).  I so love His heart.   
 

He says further that He is going to prepare a place for His followers.  When our place is ready, He will return to 
take us to Himself, so that where He is, there we may be also.  Our place is with Him in His Father’s house, and 
He is the only way to get there.  He invites everyone to come to the Father through Him.   
 

The primary defining factor of Heaven is that we will be with our Lord.  Every other glorious truth about 
Heaven—the presence of loved ones who have gone before us, the absence of all pain and suffering, the 
unbelievable sights and sounds of Glory—is vitally important but secondary to the truth that we will be in the 
very presence of our Lord.  This hope bolstered the thief on the cross, the apostles who established our faith, 
and every follower of Christ who ever lived: 
 

Luke 23:42-43 - 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And he 
said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 - 6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 
 

Philippians 1:21-23 - 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the 
two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
 

Hebrews 12:22-24 - 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who 
are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel. 

 

Jesus went to Heaven before us, not to escape the pains of living in a sin-fallen world, but to do something so 
unbelievably kind for us.  He went before as the “firstborn from the dead” (Colossians 1:18; Revelation 1:5) to 
prepare our heavenly dwelling so that we could be assured that we would “dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever” (Psalm 23:6).  He went before us, and when the time is right, He will come to get us.  What is our only 
hope in life and death but that we are not our own but belong, body and soul, both in life and in death, to God 
and to our Savior Jesus Christ?!  
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3. The place we call Heaven now is not our eternal Home (1 Thessalonians 4:16 & 1 Corinthians 15:51-52). 
 
16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16). 
 
51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we shall be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51-52). 
 

Theologians refer to what we currently call Heaven as “The Intermediate State.”  We call it that, because it is 
not “The Eternal State.”  There will come a time when the Intermediate State will come to an end, and the 
Eternal State will begin.  That time will be inaugurated when Jesus returns.   
 

In our next session, we will examine what Jesus has to say about His return.  We will see what He has to say 
about the timing, the signs, and what will transpire when that great trumpet blasts and our Lord appears in 
the eastern sky.  In the session following that, we will look to the Eternal State, which is the renewal of all 
things.  Until then, let’s consider what happens to people when they die: 
 

Followers of Christ – When followers of Christ die, their spirit departs from their body and enters immediately 
into the Intermediate State—what we call Heaven—in the presence of Almighty God, the angels, and all 
followers of Christ who have preceded them in death.  They are in the presence of pure joy, perfect peace, 
and unconditional, limitless love.  They are with their Lord, and all is well.  Their body remains on earth and is 
laid to rest in some way, awaiting Jesus’ return and their physical resurrection from the grave. 
 

Non-Followers of Christ – When those who do not follow Christ die, their spirit departs from their body and 
enters immediately in to the conscious torment of sin’s consequence in Hell.  I shudder as I write this.  There is 
no posthumous opportunity for salvation.  There is no second chance at grace.  The Bible says that “it is 
appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).  Their body remains on earth 
and is laid to rest in some way, awaiting the Day of Judgment when they will be raised to be judged by God. 
 

What about Purgatory?  The Roman Catholic Church teaches the doctrine of Purgatory, which they claim to be 
a place of limbo where people pay for sin unatoned-for during their life.  The doctrine of Purgatory comes 
from the tradition of the Roman Catholic Church and the apocryphal book of 2 Maccabees, which non-Catholic 
Christians do not recognize to be part of the Bible.  The idea of Purgatory must be based on Catholic theology 
in which salvation is acquired by merit gained through participation in the sacraments, which we do not 
believe the Bible teaches.  Purgatory does not exist. 
 

What about your destiny at death?  If you trust and follow Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, you 
can be assured that, because of God’s grace to you through Christ’s finished work in the cross and 
resurrection, “to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Philippians 1:21).  You have nothing to fear, for the perfect 
love of our Lord casts out all fear.  The Bible says “fear has to do with punishment” (1 John 4:18), and because 
of what Jesus has done for you, “there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” 
(Romans 8:1)—and that includes you.  All of the condemnation you deserved was poured out on Jesus at the 
cross (1 Peter 2:24), and you have been forgiven in Christ (Colossians 2:13).  Be encouraged!  God truly has 
glorious plans for you—“plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11)! 
 

If you do not yet trust and follow Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, come to Christ today!  Christ’s 
arms are open to receive you today.  Here’s what you need to know: 
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The Gospel Message 
 
God Made You and Loves You 
God created the world and everything in it. He created you in His image, and He loves you more deeply than 
you can imagine (Genesis 1-2; Psalm 139:13-16). 
 
You Sinned and Separated Yourself from God 
God created you to be in relationship with Him, but you have chosen to go your own way instead.  The Bible 
calls turning away from God’s path sin, and all people have all sinned.  Your sin separates you from God, and if 
you die separated from God, you remain separated from His goodness in a real and terrible place called Hell 
(Romans 3:23 and 6:23). 
 
God Loves You and Sent His Son to Rescue You 
In His great love for you, God made a way for you to be forgiven of your sin and restored to right relationship 
with Him. God loves you so much that He sent His only Son Jesus to rescue you (John 3:16). 
 
Jesus Died on the Cross for Your Sin 
To rescue you, Jesus lived a life without sin and then died the death you deserved for your sin. At the cross, 
Jesus died in your place to pay the price for your sin. By His death on the cross, Jesus paid for your sin in full 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
Jesus Rose Again from the Grave 
Three days later, Jesus arose from the grave and lives today! By His resurrection from the dead, Jesus won the 
victory over sin, death, Satan, and Hell. Because Jesus lives, those who put their faith and trust in Him live 
forever with Him (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)! 
 
You Must Respond 
God loves you, even though you are a sinner. God has made a way for you to be with Him forever through 
Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection from the grave. His arms are open to receive you, but you must 
respond (Matthew 11:28).  Here’s how… 
 

Repent. Confess to God that you have sinned and deserve to be separated from Him. Turn away from 
sin and turn toward God (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38). 
 
Believe. Believe the Good News that Jesus Christ died for you and rose again from the grave (Ephesians 
2:8-10). 
 
Receive. Ask Jesus to forgive you of your sin and to be your Lord and Savior. Give Him full authority 
over your life, and seek to follow His way instead of yours (Luke 9:23; John 1:12). 

 
Share Your Decision! 
Jesus calls us to share our decision to follow Christ by being baptized.  Baptism symbolizes our faith and 
expresses our devotion to Jesus.  Have you received Christ?  Are you ready to be baptized?  Contact us at (270) 
842-0331 or by e-mail at prayer@firstbaptistbg.org today! 
 
 

mailto:prayer@firstbaptistbg.org
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Final Challenge 
 
Both Rev. Luther Beecher (1813-1903) and Rev. Henry Van Dyke (1852-1933) are credited in various places as 
having penned a poem that well captures the perspectival shift brought about by the death of a Christ-
follower: 
 

Gone From My Sight 
 

I am standing upon the seashore.  
A ship at my side spreads her white sails to the morning breeze,  

and starts for the blue ocean.  
She is an object of beauty and strength,  

and I stand and watch her until she hangs like a speck of white cloud  
just where the sea and sky come down to meet and mingle with each other.  

Then someone at my side says: “There! She’s gone!”  
Gone where? Gone from my sight—that is all.  

She is just as large in mast and hull and spar as she was when she left my side,  
and just as able to bear her load of living freight  

to the place of her destination.  
Her diminished size is in me and not in her. 

 
And just at that moment  

when someone at my side says: “There! She’s gone!”  
there are other eyes that are watching for her coming;  

and other voices ready to take up the glad shout:  
“There she comes!” 

 
And that [for the Christian] is—"dying." 

 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, when your time to die comes, we will grieve.  We will grieve, because you have 
enriched our lives and made our world a better place, and we will miss you.  But as we grieve, we will not 
grieve as those who have no hope, for our Lord ascended to a real place called Heaven to prepare a real place 
for you.  As you depart from our presence, we will know that you arrive to a glorious reception of saints and 
angels ready to welcome you Home, and we will know that you will enter joyously into the presence of your 
Creator and Redeemer.  You will be well, and we will be thankful.   
 
For those of us who trust and follow Jesus, death is unquestionably hard, but it is not without hope.  When our 
loved ones depart for Heaven, we might be tempted to say “goodbye.”  There is, after all, such a sense of 
finality to it all.  But for those of us who trust and follow Jesus, we cannot say “goodbye,” for doing so would 
be theologically incorrect.  The best we can do is to say, “farewell for a moment,” for sooner than we all think, 
we will be reunited in Glory in the presence of our Savior, and all will be well.  What a hope!  What a joy!  
What a Savior! 
 


