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Can you remember a new year for which the entire world had more high hopes than it does for 2021?  
All over the globe, people are collectively yearning for this year to be new, better, and different.  We 
have had all we want of contingencies that are out of our control but that deeply affect our lives.  We 
are ready to launch into a season of renewal, and God has given us some guidance as to how we can do 
that: 
 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).   
 
1.  Listen to God first, and trust Him most. 
 
To live in the renewal God offers, we first have to trust Him with our whole hearts.  God tells us, “Trust 
the Lord with all your heart” (Proverbs 3:5a).  This means that we listen to God first, and we trust Him 
the most.   
 
What do you do as soon as you wake up?  Do you immediately grab your phone and start scrolling social 
media to see what all of your friends have going on in their lives?  Do you read the news?  Do you dive 
right back into the anxious thoughts that you had to overcome the night before?  Those used to be my 
habits.  I was starting my days by effectively choosing to be overwhelmed, and the days would often go 
downhill from there.   
 
I recently realized how unhelpful these habits were, and I decided to start my days differently. I now 
start each day by immediately connecting with God.  I take a moment to breathe deeply, fix my focus on 
Jesus, and then pray, “Lord, this is the day You have made.  I rejoice in it, and I seek You first today.  
Before I even think about what’s going on in the world around me, I want to connect with You.”  I thank 
God for His blessings I’ve already received, and I look to His Word so that I can hear directly from Him—
just to let God’s wisdom be the first input into my day.  That little change has made all the difference in 
the world.  I wonder if a change like that might be helpful to you, too? 
 
God wants us to know Him.  He’s given us His Word—The Bible—and His Only Begotten Son—Jesus—to 
make Himself known to us.  Are we listening to Him first?  Are we trusting Him most?  
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2.  Align your perspective with God’s truth. 
 
To live in the renewal God offers, we have to make sure our perspective aligns with God’s truth.  God 
tells us to trust Him with all our hearts, and then He says, “do not lean on your own understanding” 
(Proverbs 3:5b).  Anytime my perspective is different from God’s perspective as revealed in His Word, I 
need to fix my perspective. 
 
Have you ever made a decision that looked really good in the moment but turned out to be awful?  
Maybe you pursued a job that looked great at first but ended up being a nightmare, or maybe you 
thought you had found “the one” when what you had really found was “the wrong one.”  Sometimes we 
look back and think, “What was I thinking?”  It’s happened to me more times than I care to count. 
 
Those difficult memories are absolute proof that our own understanding can fail us miserably.  We don’t 
always see things clearly, and we don’t always understand things fully.  We can be wrong, so if we’re 
going to thrive in God’s renewal, we’d better rely on God’s perspective.   
 
God wants us to function according to His wisdom.  He has given us His Word and His Holy Spirit to guide 
us along life’s path.  Are we leaning on His understanding, or are we trusting in our own understanding?   
 
3.  Serve God in everything you do. 
 
To live in the renewal God offers, we must live in service to God.  The Bible says, “In all your ways 
acknowledge Him” (Proverbs 3:6a).  “Acknowledge Him” means recognizing His presence in our lives, His 
authority over our lives, and His lordship over the task at hand.  The Apostle Paul wrote to the church at 
Colossae, “…whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him” (Colossians 3:17).   
 
How would our lives look different if we approached everything—literally everything—as if we were 
doing that thing in service to God?  That’s what God desires, and when we do it, we bless others. 
 
God will guide you. 
 
I love how this passage builds to an amazing crescendo.  God tells us that if we will trust Him with all of 
our hearts, and if we will lean not on our own understanding, and if we will acknowledge Him in our 
ways, then He will make straight our paths.  What a great promise!   
 
We all want 2021 to be a year of renewal in our lives.  I pray that you would join me in listening to God 
first and trusting Him most, trusting His understanding over your own, and acknowledging Him in all 
your ways.  God tells us that if we will do those things, He will make straight our paths.  I want that, and I 
bet you do, too. 
 

firstbaptistbg.org 

Facebook | Instagram | Twitter: @firstbaptistbg 


