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There are two ways to live your life – you-centered or God-centered.  If you live you-centered, you will default 
to serving yourself. If you live God-centered, you will default to serving God.  If you live you-centered, you will 
build a kingdom around yourself, and everything you do or do not do will serve to build and enhance your 
kingdom.  If you live God-centered, you will serve a kingdom built around God, and everything you do or do 
not do will serve to build and enhance God’s Kingdom.  These two lives look very, very different. 
 
There was a day when people thought that the earth was the center of the universe.  The idea was set forth by 
the Greco-Egyptian mathematician, astronomer, and geographer named Ptolemy, who lived in the second 
century AD.  His idea, based on his observations of bodies moving across the sky, was that the earth was 
stationary in the center of the universe, and everything revolved around us.  The sun, for example, rose on one 
horizon and set on another—clearly indicating that the sun was moving and the earth was standing still. 
 
Ptolemy’s theory remained the common ideology until the 1500s, when Polish astronomer Nicholas 
Copernicus sought to use mathematics to either prove or disprove Ptolemy’s theory.  Copernicus published his 
findings in 1543, arguing that a sun-centered view of the universe was more accurate than an earth-centered 
view.  More than half a century later, Italian scientist Galileo reached the same conclusion based on his 
observations.  Galileo published his findings in 1632.   
 
The work of Copernicus and Galileo changed the way people viewed the world, the heavens, and the process 
of discovery.  Put simply, people had to grapple with the notion that we were not at the center of the 
universe.  Several centuries later, we know that the sun is not at the center of the universe either.  We are 
much smaller and not nearly as central as we thought we were.  That information is humbling, but it’s helpful. 
 
I believe God is calling us to have our own Copernican revolution of sorts, recognizing that we are not at the 
center of our own universe.  Rather than living lives in which everything that is not us revolves around us and 
serves us, we must come to realize that we are part of a vast creation that revolves around Almighty God.  We 
center our lives around Him as we seek to serve Him and build His Kingdom.  We are much smaller and not 
nearly as central as we thought we were.  This information is humbling, but it’s helpful. 
 
God is calling us to live God-centered lives in which we serve Him and advance His Kingdom.  Today, we will 
see that He has given us what we need to serve Him, and we will see what He expects of us in light of what He 
has entrusted to our care.  Let’s choose renewal in 2021 by choosing to serve God! 
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1.  Everybody gets something for use within the Kingdom of God (25:14). 
 
14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property 
(Matthew 25:14). 
 
The “it” to which Jesus refers in this passage is the Kingdom of Heaven, and Jesus is specifically referencing 
what the Kingdom of God will be like when He returns.  To help His disciples understand what is expected of 
them until His Second Coming, He tells this parable.  The man going on a journey is Jesus, and the servants to 
whom He entrusts His property are His followers. 
 
When someone entrusts their property to you, does it belong to you?  No.  While their property is in your 
possession, it is yours to steward, which means to manage something as an agent acting on behalf of the 
owner.  Jesus has entrusted labor in His Kingdom to our care, and He has specifically given us gifts to use in His 
service.  Consider what the Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus: 
 

Ephesians 4:7-13 - 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's 
gift.8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” 
9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, 
the earth? 10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he 
might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ… 

 
There is work to be done in the Kingdom of God, and our Lord has given us gifts with which to do it.  
Furthermore, He has given us apostles, prophets, evangelists, and shepherds and teachers “to equip the saints 
for the work of the ministry” (Ephesians 4:12).   
 
Who are the saints?  Everyone who trusts and follows Jesus Christ as Lord.  What is the work of the ministry?  
It is “building up the body of Christ until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12-13).  Who 
is supposed to do the work of the ministry?  The saints. 
 
Each of us who trusts and follows Jesus has been entrusted with the work of the ministry within the Kingdom 
of God, and each of us who trusts and follows Jesus has been given something with which to do the work of 
the ministry.  Christ has ascended, and He has given gifts to us.  We are stewards of the Kingdom until He 
returns.   
 
In this parable, Jesus uses “talents” to symbolize the “something” that each servant is given.  A talent was a 
unit of money that would amount to about 20 years wages for a laborer.  According to some estimations, one 
talent would equal about $600,000 today.  That’s quite an amount for our Lord to entrust to us. 
 
What Jesus has entrusted to our care is profoundly valuable, but the work to which He has called us is 
profoundly important.  We have all been given something to steward in service to our God within His 
Kingdom.  Everybody gets something. 
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2.  Everybody’s something is important, but everybody’s something is not the same (25:15). 
 
15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 
away (Matthew 25:15).   
 
The next detail Jesus gives us is the amount of money the master entrusted to each of his servants before he 
left.  Using the estimation that one talent is equal to roughly $600,000 today, we see that the master 
entrusted remarkable sums of money to his servants.  The first servant was entrusted with $3 million, the 
second servant was entrusted with $1.2 million, and the third servant was entrusted with $600,000.   
 
These are all significant amounts of money.  Even though each servant received a different amount to 
steward, what each servant received was important.  This is exactly how Jesus gives gifts to His people: 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 - 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties 
of service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 
good.8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance 
of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 
ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation 
of tongues. 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
individually as he wills. 

 
God gives different gifts to different servants according to His will.  He decides what we receive, and He 
decides based upon His will.  All the gifts work together according to the wisdom of God: 
 

1 Corinthians 12:14-19 - 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot 
should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be 
the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it 
is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

 
What everybody receives is important, but what everybody receives is not the same.  In the parable, what 
determines how much each servant receives?  The servant’s ability.  Who determines the servant’s ability?  
The master.  Just because it isn’t the same amount doesn’t mean that what is given doesn’t matter. 
 
Last summer, I got to work out alongside a man who plays football in the National Football League, his wife 
who was Conference Player-of-the-Year as a college women’s basketball player, and another friend who was 
an All American college volleyball player.  Each of us brought athletic ability to the field that day, but we did 
not bring the same amount of athletic ability to the field that day.  We all had something to give, but we didn’t 
have the same amount to give.  Was what everybody brought to the field important?  Unequivocally yes.  
Should I have quit just because I was clearly the least athletic person on the field?  Unequivocally no.   
 
Everybody has something important to give in the Kingdom of God, and the fact that it’s not the same doesn’t 
make what each one of us stewards any less important. 
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3. Everybody is called to be faithful with their something – nothing more, nothing less (25:16-30). 
 
16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents 
more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent 
went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants 
came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 
talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His 
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy 
of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a 
hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I 
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, 
‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no 
seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received 
what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For 
to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even 
what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth’ (Matthew 25:16-30). 
 
Before the master left, he entrusted some of his property to his servants.  Everybody got something, and even 
though everybody got something different, what each one received was important.  Now we see the singular 
evaluative principle employed by the master upon his return: faithfulness.  The master was concerned only 
that his servants faithfully invested what he had entrusted to their care.   
 
Our Lord calls us to faithfully invest what He has entrusted to our care, and He will evaluate our performance 
not by our return, but on our faithful investment of what He has called us to steward.  The Apostle Peter tells 
us how we ought to steward the gifts we have received: 
 

1 Peter 4:10-11 - 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's 
varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who 
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 
We steward the gifts God has given us according to His power at work within us and for His glory.  We do this, 
because we know our Master.  Unlike the third servant who was deemed wicked and lazy for failing to invest 
what his master had entrusted to him, we know our Master and understand that He calls us to strategically 
invest what He has entrusted to our care.  We use what we have been given to do the work of the ministry, 
which is building up the body of Christ until we all reach maturity in Christ.   
 
Every gift given by God is important.  Every gift given by God is meant to be used serving God.  Every gift used 
to serve God will benefit others as it is used.  Gifts not used are not being invested, and a lack of investment 
indicates a lack of knowledge of the Master.  If you know the Master, you will invest His gifts!  
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Final Word 
 
All this means something very important to you and me as we trust and follow Jesus.  It means that you and I 
have been given gifts—not the same gifts, but equally important gifts—to invest in service to God to advance 
His Kingdom.  If we know our Master, we will invest our gifts in the power of the Holy Spirit.  If we invest our 
gifts, we will reap a return on our investment and a reward for our service.  What is the reward?  We get to 
“enter into the joy of [our] Master” (Matthew 25:21, 23).  That’s the best reward anyone could receive. 
 
Do you know your spiritual gift(s)?  God has given you something with which to serve Him and advance His 
Kingdom.  Do you know what it is?  Are you faithfully investing what God has given you for His glory and the 
good of those around you?  There’s no time like the present to get started. 
 
The following list of sixteen spiritual gifts are listed in the Bible according to the Scripture references given 
beside each gift.  You can access more in-depth descriptions of each gift here:  https://bit.ly/3sTF2p2  

 

• Administration (1 Corinthians 12:28; Acts 6:1-7; Exodus 18:13-25) 

• Discernment (1 Corinthians 12:10; Acts 5:1-4; Romans 9:1) 

• Encouragement (Romans 12:8; Acts 11:22-24; Acts 15:30-32) 

• Evangelism (Ephesians 4:11; Acts 8:5-6; Acts 14:21) 

• Faith (1 Corinthians 12:9; 1 Corinthians 13:2; Romans 4:19-21) 

• Giving (Romans 12:8; 2 Corinthians 6:8; Luke 21:1-4) 

• Helps (1 Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:7; Acts 9:36) 

• Hospitality (1 Peter 4:9-10; Romans 12:13; Luke 10:38) 

• Intercession (Romans 8:26-27; Colossians 1:9-12; Colossians 4:12-13) 

• Knowledge (1 Corinthians 12:8; 1 Corinthians 14:6; 2 Corinthians 11:6) 

• Leadership (Romans 12:8; 1 Timothy 5:17; Hebrews 13:17) 

• Mercy (Romans 12:8; Mark 9:41; Matthew 25:34-40) 

• Prophecy (Romans 12:6; 1 Corinthians 12:10, 28; 1 Corinthians 13:2) 

• Shepherding (Ephesians 4:11-12; 1 Peter 5:1-4; 1 Timothy 3:1-13) 

• Teaching (Romans 12:7; 1 Corinthians 12:28-29; Acts 18:24-28) 

• Wisdom (1 Corinthians 12:8; James 3:13-18; 1 Corinthians 2:3-5) 
 
If you’ve never considered how God has gifted you, begin exploring today!  If you need help, or if you are 
ready to put your gifts to work in the context of First Baptist Church, contact us at prayer@firstbaptistbg.org. 
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