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We live in the most connected time in all of human history.  According to bankmycell.com, in our worldwide 
population of 7.83 billion people, there are 5.25 billion unique mobile subscribers.  More than 67% of the 
world owns a mobile device and subscribes to some sort of mobile plan.  3.8 billion of those subscribers use 
smartphones, which enable their users to connect to the internet and apps that can have them engaging with 
people on the other side of the globe in seconds and reading the news in the furthest-away of places in an 
instant.   
 
I spent some time in Athens, Greece among refugees several years ago.  These were human beings who had 
been forcibly displaced from their homes and had been required to leave behind every possession except that 
which they could fit inside a small backpack.  They had next to nothing—very little clothing, very little if 
anything in the way of maintaining personal hygiene, no form of nourishment at all—but nearly three-quarters 
of them had a smartphone.  I was amazed.  I was frankly glad to see that they were able to stay connected 
during their harrowing journeys.   
 
The point?  We are connected.  More than ever before, we are connected.  So why do we feel so alone? 
 
Worldwide instance of loneliness was rising even before COVID-19 forced us all to “socially distance” 
ourselves.  Health insurer Cigna conducted a study in 2019 that found that 61% of Americans reported feeling 
lonely.  The pandemic has only increased and accelerated the incidence of these realities.  Why, in the most 
connected time in the history of humanity, do we experience such a feeling of aloneness? 
 
I would argue that, although we are more connected than ever before, we are less meaningfully connected 
than ever before.  We might have hundreds (or even thousands) of “friends” on Facebook, but we feel 
comfortable enough to bare our souls to fewer people than we have fingers on one hand.  Does that sound 
familiar? 
 
God designed us to live connected.  We were created in His image to live connected to God and to others.  Sin 
marred those connections, but God made a way for those deep, meaningful connections to be restored.  
Through Jesus Christ, we can live connected to God, we can live connected to a community of faith, and we 
can live connected to joy.   
 
Today, we will see how God invites us to choose renewal in 2021 by choosing to connect. 
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1.  Connect with Christ (1:1-3a). 
 
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2 the life was made manifest, and 
we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made 
manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you” (1 John 1:1-3a). 
 
John begins his letter by pointing us to Jesus.  The Apostle John, who describes himself in his own account of 
Jesus’ life as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (see John 13:23, 19:26, 20:2, 21:7), was an eyewitness of Jesus’ 
life and ministry.  He saw Jesus more up-close than just about anybody, so when he talked about Jesus, he was 
speaking with the authority of an eye-witness.  He had devoted his life to Jesus, and his entire eternal 
existence had been transformed by Christ.  John’s desire was that every human being would experience the 
same. 
 
The most important decision anyone can make is to connect with Jesus Christ.  Our eternal destiny hinges on 
this one connection, so we have to be sure it is secure!   
 
If we are connected with Jesus, we are forgiven of our sin, cleansed of our unrighteousness, born again to a 
living hope, made new, adopted into the family of God, called a child of God, and headed to eternal joy in 
God’s glorious presence forevermore.   
 
If we are not connected to Jesus, we are disconnected from God because we have broken God’s Law (i.e., we 
have sinned), and we are currently without hope.  We will be judged for our sin, and we will pay the eternal 
penalty for our sin in a very real and very awful place called Hell.  God doesn’t want that for us, and the proof 
is in the Good News of Jesus Christ, which is on the next page. 
 
Have you ever thought about the fact that you will face God’s judgment?  The Bible says that “each of us will 
give an account of himself to God” (Romans 14:12).  That’s a sobering thought.  The One who knows every hair 
on your head knows your every thought, word, deed, action, and attitude.  If, at any point, you have turned 
away from God in any respect, you will give an account of that decision to God.  The Bible says that “we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done 
in the body, whether good or evil” (2 Corinthians 5:10).  Furthermore, God tells us that “if you obey every law 
except one, you are still guilty of breaking them all” (James 2:10 CEV).   
 
One single instance of breaking God’s Law—one lie, taking one thing that doesn’t belong to you, one lustful 
thought for someone who isn’t your husband/wife, one moment of wishing you had something someone else 
has—is enough to separate you from God.  “For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has 
become guilty of all of it” (James 2:10).  Have you broken God’s Law?   
 
Incidentally, Christians, don’t tune this conversation out.  You might have been part of a church your whole 
life, and you might have been through several religious rituals, but the question of whether or not you are 
connected to Jesus has nothing to do with your church attendance or participation in religious rituals.  You 
aren’t connected to Jesus because you are an American, or because you have a preacher in your family 
somewhere, or because your grandmother faithfully followed Christ and made fried chicken after church.  No 
matter who you are, take a moment to read the Gospel message carefully, and ask yourself if you have truly 
responded to God in the manner described below.  If you have not, respond now! 
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The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 
God Made You and Loves You 
God created the world and everything in it. He created you in His image, and He loves you more deeply than 
you can imagine (Genesis 1-2; Psalm 139:13-16). 
 
You Sinned and Separated Yourself from God 
God created you to be in relationship with Him, but you have chosen to go your own way instead.  The Bible 
calls turning away from God’s path sin, and all people have all sinned.  Your sin separates you from God, and if 
you die separated from God, you remain separated from His goodness in a real and terrible place called Hell 
(Romans 3:23 and 6:23). 
 
God Loves You and Sent His Son to Rescue You 
In His great love for you, God made a way for you to be forgiven of your sin and restored to right relationship 
with Him. God loves you so much that He sent His only Son Jesus to rescue you (John 3:16). 
 
Jesus Died on the Cross for Your Sin 
To rescue you, Jesus lived a life without sin and then died the death you deserved for your sin. At the cross, 
Jesus died in your place to pay the price for your sin. By His death on the cross, Jesus paid for your sin in full 
(Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
Jesus Rose Again from the Grave 
Three days later, Jesus arose from the grave and lives today! By His resurrection from the dead, Jesus won the 
victory over sin, death, Satan, and Hell. Because Jesus lives, those who put their faith and trust in Him live 
forever with Him (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)! 
 
You Must Respond 
God loves you, even though you are a sinner. God has made a way for you to be with Him forever through 
Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection from the grave. His arms are open to receive you, but you must 
respond (Matthew 11:28).  Here’s how… 
 

Repent. Confess to God that you have sinned and deserve to be separated from Him. Turn away from 
sin and turn toward God (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38). 
 
Believe. Believe the Good News that Jesus Christ died for you and rose again from the grave (Ephesians 
2:8-10). 
 
Receive. Ask Jesus to forgive you of your sin and to be your Lord and Savior. Give Him full authority 
over your life, and seek to follow His way instead of yours (Luke 9:23; John 1:12). 

 
Share Your Decision! 
Jesus calls us to share our decision to follow Christ by being biblically baptized.  Biblical baptism is the 
immersion in water as of believer to symbolize our faith and express our devotion to Jesus.  Have you received 
Christ?  Are you ready to be baptized?  Contact us at (270) 842-0331 or via by e-mailing us at 
prayer@firstbaptistbg.org today! 
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2.  Connect with a community of faith (1:3b). 
 
3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and 
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3).   
 
When Jesus called His first disciples, they each had to make the individual decision to trust and follow Jesus.  
No one could make that decision for them; they had to come to it on their own.  However, once they decided 
to trust and follow Jesus, they immediately became part of Christ’s community.  Andrew and Simon, Philip and 
Nathaniel, James and John, Matthew the tax collector, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon 
the Zealot, Judas Isacariot, Mary Magdalene, Joanna the wife of Chuza, Susanna (see Luke 8:2-3) and many 
other disciples, trusted and followed Jesus together.  They were together in Christ.   
 
After Jesus’ crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension, He called His disciples to go and wait in Jerusalem for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit.  The Book of Acts tells us that there were about 120 disciples gathered in Jerusalem 
according to Jesus’ command (see Acts 1:15), and on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came in power.  
After the Spirit descended, Peter preached his powerful sermon calling the inhabitants of Jerusalem to repent 
and be baptized, and three thousand people professed their faith in Jesus Christ by biblical baptism that day 
(Acts 2:41), they did not disperse.  Instead, they remained together in Christ: 
 

Acts 2:42-47 - 42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in 
common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, 
as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, 
they received their food with glad and generous hearts,47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

 
The Bible later tells us that “the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul” (Acts 4:32).  
They were together in Jesus’ teaching, in fellowship, in prayer, in worship, in service—and God continued to 
bring more people to their community of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
That pattern continues today.  Once we connect with Christ, He calls us to connect to His community of faith.  
In fact, God tells us not to neglect the community of faith but instead to encourage and inspire each other in 
community: 
 

Hebrews 10:24-25 - 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near. 

 
Have you become part of a community of faith in Jesus Christ?  If you have, you know how essential it is to be 
together in Christ.  You know the love of brothers and sisters in Christ who love you in real and practical ways.  
You know how powerful it is to do life together in Christ, stirring one another to love and good works and 
benefitting from the blessings of each other. 
 
If you have not connected to a community of faith (i.e., local church, small group, Bible study class, ministry 
group, etc.), you’re missing out on a huge part of what it means to trust and follow Jesus.  God wants that 
fellowship for you, and so do we!  Contact us at prayer@firstbaptistbg.org to get connected!  
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3.  Connect with joy (1:4). 
 
4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete (1 John 1:4). 
 
The Apostle John writes his letter (likely) to Ephesians and those in the surrounding area (modern-day Turkey) 
who are encountering false teachings and pagan gods.  He writes about Jesus from the context of a 
community of faith so that his readers may know the complete joy of being connected with Christ and His 
community.   
 
The paradigm for embracing the joy of these connections is magnified by the Apostle Paul in his letter to the 
Philippians: 
 

Philippians 2:1-11 - So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any  
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition 
or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only 
to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth,11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

 
Has Christ made any palpable difference in your life?  In addition to your salvation, have you experienced any 
other tangible benefits?  Have you been encouraged, comforted, engaged actively by the Spirit of God, or 
shown affection or sympathy in Christian community?  If so, as God’s beloved children, walk according to the 
singular mind of Christ – informed by the Word, transformed by the Spirit.  Live in humble community, and like 
your Lord, serve one another.  As you do, you will connect with joy! 
 

Final Word 
 
God designed us to live connected.  We were created in His image to live connected to God and to others.  Sin 
marred those connections, but God made a way for those deep, meaningful connections to be restored.  
Through Jesus Christ, we can live connected to God, we can live connected to a community of faith, and we 
can live connected to joy.   
 
If you are feeling disconnected and alone, check your connections.  Are you connected to Christ?  Are you 
connected to a community of faith?  Are you cultivating the joy that emerges from these connections by 
investing in them?  We can help you get connected through the ministries of First Baptist Church.  Just reach 
out to us at prayer@firstbaptistbg.org!  If you call another church home, contact them today. 
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