
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 
 

For the next 21 days, you will be given 3 daily things to cover: 

• A passage for the day (read this first) 
• A devotion to contextualize the passage (read this second) 
• A focal direction for prayer as you take the information 

you’ve studied to the Lord in directed and specific prayer. 

These devotions are broken up into three weeks to help us 
better understand the calling that God has placed on East Side, 
how that calling comes to life, and how each and every one of us 
are a part of that calling as ministry partners at East Side. Let’s 
dive in and be faithful together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
Day  1 / Colossians 3:16 

We desire as a church to have meaningful times of corporate 
worship. That is why we GATHER as a ministry on a weekly basis - 
to make much of Jesus and to remind us of the promises of His 
Word and why they are given to us: to guide, direct, edify, and 
encourage. As our verse today points out, that is the goal – but we 
dynamically affect the ability for that verse to come to fruition. 

We are blessed to have the clarity of the Word of God (the 
Bible), authenticity in our corporate worship (Weekly Gatherings), 
and a shepherd (Lead Pastor) that desires to point us to be more 
like Christ in a culture that doesn’t desire to reflect Jesus or 
receive Him. As we come into these weekly opportunities, we 
shape what takes place with our hearts and our minds. As we look 
at GATHER this week, I want you to consider, what might be 
distracting you in your corporate worship – what is hindering your 
heart? If there are things you can readily identify that regularly 
challenge your ability to plug into corporate worship – then let’s 
consider how we might lay those concerns before Christ! 

Prayer Point: 

Give God praise for the church you have been called to be a part 
of. Ask God to help you be engaged and excited about worship. 
Pray protection over yourself and your family as you approach 
weekly worship. Pray for guidance and direction with distractions 
robbing you of your worship. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Day  2 / Hebrews 10:25 

The culture in which we currently live is very “Me-centric” in its 
pursuits and purpose. Sometimes, in light of personal priorities, 
God’s people miss out on corporately coming alongside their 
brothers and sisters in Christ in worship and fellowship. While 
many times this may seem unintentional or innocent, the enemy 
knows exactly what happens when the believer is separated from 
those who share a common struggle and glorious salvation.  

Our ability to encourage and sharpen one another is a key part 
of corporate worship. To be encouraged that we don’t struggle 
alone reminds us that we are all striving to be more like Christ; 
none of us are perfect. When we elevate personal pursuits above 
the calling to gather corporately in worship, our enemy begins to 
sow isolation and seclusion into our lives. He makes it easier to 
just miss one more week for things that you wish to do, or he 
deceives you into thinking that you won’t miss anything by staying 
home. Ultimately, if our enemy can remove the principle of 
GATHER from our walk, then he can minimize our awareness of 
the scope of God’s work. This keeps us from celebrating together, 
serving together, and studying together – and the most effective 
thing a predator does to its prey is to isolate it and then ultimately 
destroy it (see 1 Peter 5:8-9, John 10:10). 

Prayer Point: 

Ask God to give you holy priorities and to place within your heart 
a yearning to be with God’s people in corporate worship on an 
ongoing, regular basis! 



 

 

 
 
Day  3 / John 4:23-24 

Once we have prepared our heart and mind to worship 
corporately and made it a priority to be in corporate worship, we 
must consider what God is looking for when we come together to 
worship Him. Corporate worship is not about us, it is about God – 
His attributes – His perfect plan – His redemption extended to us 
– His pursuit of us – and the list goes on and on. God isn’t looking 
for people to come and make much of themselves in worship or 
to offer empty rituals to please Him (Amos 5:21-24). He is seeking 
something different – something very specific. 

To worship in “spirit and truth” as directed in today’s passage is 
to celebrate the truth of God’s Word in our worship, and to do so 
in the understanding that we are changed dynamically through 
the power of the Holy Spirit when we encounter God’s Word with 
an attitude of submission and passionate pursuit of Christ. To 
worship in spirit and truth isn’t just having knowledge of God, it is 
knowing the purpose of that knowledge, which is to become more 
like Christ. When we come to worship with expectation, it is 
because we expect God to make us more like Himself by pointing 
out where we need to grow, then passionately pursuing growth 
through Scripture. 

Prayer Point: 

Thank God for His continual pursuit of us – even when we aren’t 
pursuing Him. Ask for the right perspective in weekly corporate 
worship and ask God to place in your heart an expectation for 
what He desires to do in you! 



 

 

 
 
Day  4 / Philippians 2:9-11 

We sing a song in our corporate worship, written directly from 
Revelation 5:11-13 called “Is He Worthy” by Andrew Peterson. 
This song, rich in Biblical truth, is another center-point in the 
battle for GATHER. There is one that is worthy – Jesus – and this 
song proclaims this. He should be the object of our attention and 
the center of our affection. When He stops being this, we ascribe 
worth to something else, something lesser. In our corporate 
worship, when this happens we encounter idolatry. 

In the Old Testament, the first of the Ten Commandments (all 
10 are in Exodus 20:1-17) states “you shall have no other gods 
before me”. This is ascribing worth to something other than God 
in a way that supersedes your value of God. It could be a thing, a 
hobby, a person, job, an ideal, literally anything – and our enemy 
wishes you to have many of them, because he can destroy your 
worship by flooding your mind with false gods and prioritized 
purposes that pull you further from Christ instead of closer to 
Him. When we come to corporately worship, the enemy knows it 
is a place of great strength to the believer – but if they never 
encounter the source of their strength, then it is nothing but a 
charade that defeats the believer and diminishes the power of 
worship corporately.    

Prayer Point: 

Ask God to keep you from elevating things above Himself in your 
worship. Ask Him for focus, clarity, and discernment to pursue the 
right purpose. 



 

 

 
 
Day  5 / Hebrews 12:28 

The end game is always a good starting point when 
determining what you wish to accomplish. Many teams determine 
their goals which set their course of action. Knowing the ending 
greatly determines what we do in the beginning and moving 
forward. It is to this end that we as believers come together, 
knowing the end game as discussed in our passage today.  

With this knowledge, we should be exultant and excited about 
what is to come. In worship terms we would call this revelation 
(the truth of God’s Word) and response (the way we respond to 
what it means to us). Many believers have such a shallow view of 
their faith and their salvation because they can only worship in 
the here and now, based on their immediate circumstances – they 
only see what is right in front of them. However, when the 
believer sees that victory is the end game and that their struggles 
are part of the victorious work of Christ within them – they can 
celebrate, even in the challenges of life. Joy isn’t an emotion, it is 
an understanding – one can experience joy even in the most 
tumultuous circumstances in life. God calls us to share that joy in 
worship through praise, prayer, brokenness, weeping, and 
celebrating because He is victory – not our circumstances. 

Prayer Point: 

Rejoice in the coming kingdom and your part in it as a follower of 
Christ. Rejoice in the struggles as they serve to draw you closer to 
Christ and to reveal to you victory that you could never have 
experienced without them. 



 

 

 
 
Day  6 / 1 Corinthians 14:24-25  

Church words at times can be very difficult to understand 
because they require us to separate our thoughts about a word 
and actually study what the word means in context of the Bible. 
This passage has such a word – prophesy – which isn’t telling the 
future or crystal ball stuff – it is proclaiming the unashamed Word 
of God boldly with our mouths and with our lives. Today, I want 
you to see how worship affects the unbeliever. 

When we prophesy, as directed in this passage, we reflect to 
the unbeliever the joy of a relationship with Jesus, we decry the 
deception of the enemy, we begin to unweave the tapestry of lies 
that the unbeliever has been drugged to believe, and we begin to 
push truth and purity before an individual that has little to no 
reference of such a thing in the world in which they live. This 
doesn’t happen because of a service – it happens when genuine 
believers display publicly their insecurities and fears and how God 
has healed them. It happens when broken people become 
restored. It happens when the Word of God is seen in the context 
of real life, not classes of education and catechisms of indifferent 
recitation. It is our testimony, and this passage tells us what 
happens when we share it. 

Prayer Point: 

Ask God to give you a heart for the lost and an audience for your 
testimony. Beg God that the lost in our community would be 
drawn to ESBC, because of the testimony of God through His 
followers as they prophesy His glory. 



 

 

 
 
Day  7 / Psalm 150 

I have three children – they all have attitudes (as do I) and 
there are times I ask them how they feel. Their words say one 
thing, but their faces and attitudes say something very different. 
One thing is certain, when their feelings align with their 
communication, we always know where we stand, whether good 
or bad – it is clear. It is saying one thing and displaying another 
where we question their motives, their sincerity, and their 
honesty. 

As believers – when you read Psalm 150, does it reflect you in 
worship? If someone were to ask you if you really believe in God 
and if He has really changed your life, would your words say one 
thing, but your attitude and faces say something else? The world 
is watching us, to see if what we have is real or if it is a big show. 
The best way to display Christ in our lives is to do so with an 
authentic disposition that is inclined to point people to the joy of 
the Lord in our lives without them ever having to ask if we 
believe. This happens because we have fully embraced what God 
has done for us and desires to do for countless others. It is having 
a big-picture faith, recognizing that God is a loving, just, merciful, 
and gracious God and He desires to have a relationship with us, 
not just our awareness of Him. Does it show in you? 

Prayer Point: 

Praise God for who He is – write down some of the things He has 
done that are mile markers in your life and celebrate. Be 
reminded that as people visit East Side in our gatherings, our 
ability to be authentic goes beyond motions. 



 

 

 
Day  8 / Matthew 1:18-25 

Part of our mission at East Side is to GROW together in 
relationships as we follow Jesus. When we choose to follow Jesus, 
we grow in a relationship with Him. We do this through 
something called “obedience.” The definition of obedience is 
“compliance with or submission to another’s authority.” 

After reading the Scripture of the nativity of Jesus Christ, 
wouldn’t the story look so much different if Joseph was no longer 
in the picture? Wouldn’t the lineage look so much different if 
Joseph woke up and did not do what the Lord had commanded 
him? Obedience to God is an act of faith and Joseph is a model of 
faith for us. Could he have ever imagined the significance of his 
obedience? 

We don’t realize how often our acts of obedience, even small 
ones, are used by God in very significant ways. God is at work to 
use us for His glory just as He did in Joseph’s life even though we 
don’t always believe it. 

Prayer Point: 

Give thanks for Joseph’s obedience, as he submitted to the 
authority of God. The God who used Joseph in the coming of the 
Messiah is the same God who is eager to use us as we submit to 
Him in faith and obedience. Ask God to show you areas of your 
life where you are struggling to submit to His authority. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Day 9 / Matthew 5:21-24 

Growing together in relationships as we follow Jesus is a 
beautiful thing, but relationships involve people and people are 
sinful and difficult, right? We find ourselves wanting to walk in 
obedience to many truths in Scripture, but there are a few like 
Matthew 5:21-24 that we’d rather skim over. 

We know that murder Is wrong –but so is anger – it all begins in 
the heart.  Situations get worse when trouble isn’t quickly settled. 
Scripture is clear about forgiveness and mending relationships. 
Jesus, Himself, was the model of true forgiveness for us. Wouldn’t 
the church be so much healthier if we were obedient to make 
peace? 

Prayer Point: 

With whom have you been avoiding eye contact? Whom do you 
need to forgive? From whom do you need to ask forgiveness? Ask 
God to give you the courage to settle the matter quickly and to 
make things right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Day 10 / Acts 2:42-47 

What does a growing church look like? In Acts, we see believers 
who were being saved and baptized. Every day, they remembered 
His sacrifice. Every day, they were devoted. Every day, they broke 
bread, remembering how Jesus’ body was broken on the cross for 
their sins. They were constantly reminded of the redemption they 
had been offered. This changed everything. It changed the way 
they lived. 

This is our model for small groups at East Side – changing the 
way we live by living life together. God made us to be in 
relationships, and in those relationships there’s encouragement, 
love, support, and accountability. We see the fruit of those things 
in the acts of believers through God’s addition to their numbers 
and joyful and sincere hearts. 

Prayer Point: 

Pray for your small group – pray that God would grow it just like 
He did with the group in Acts. Pray that you would live your lives 
differently because of His sacrifice. Pray for relationships to be 
meaningful and full of encouragement and accountability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Day 11 / Ephesians 4:1-16 

Look at the qualities that Paul lists when he describes what it 
means to walk worthy. How do we walk worthy? We do it with 
humility. To be humble doesn’t mean to be weak as many in that 
day thought. It means to recognize that we are no better than 
others, and to compare our lives to that of Christ instead. 

We walk worthy with gentleness. We do this by controlling 
ourselves and showing kindness to others like Jesus did. We don’t 
worry when someone has wronged us. Paul also lists the quality 
of patience. This means not giving up when things are against us. 
We also walk worthy with tolerance – showing love and patience 
to those who may not agree with us or who have hurt us. 

Paul prayed these things for his friends in v. 16 and 17 of 
Ephesians 3. He prayed that they would be rooted in love so these 
other things would fall into place. We are only able to walk 
worthy because of Christ’s love for us. 

Prayer Point: 

In what areas do you struggle? Humility? Gentleness? Patience? 
Tolerance? Pray that God would change your heart in this area 
and give you opportunities to look more like Him. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Day 12 / Luke 8:4-8 

As Jesus was addressing a large crowd, He used this parable or 
story because the situation was familiar to the people. This is 
what would happen in their fields. Jesus asked them to consider 
what the parable meant but because they didn’t know, they 
ended up asking Him (8:9).   

As we see in Luke 8:11-15, this story is more about the seed 
than it is the farmer. Those who hear the seed (or the Word of 
God) receive it in different ways. Take a look at these verses and 
ask yourself, what kind of ground is the seed falling on in my life? 

Do you believe God’s Word? Does it change your life? We must 
not only believe it, but act on it. It changes everything. 

Prayer Point: 

Talk to God – be honest with him about what soil you are. Do you 
have a desire to be in His Word? Do you struggle believing His 
Word? Do you struggle acting on it?  He isn’t bothered or 
surprised by your honesty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Day 13 / 1 Peter 1:3-12 

Because of God’s great mercy and Jesus’ sacrifice for us, we 
have been justified and no longer live under the condemnation of 
sin. We have a living hope – something that is certain; it’s not 
going anywhere. Hope is a confident expectation of future 
blessing based on facts and promises. 

Even though it doesn’t always feel like we are being guarded by 
God’s power and even when we don’t feel like rejoicing, we still 
look at God’s Word and know for certain Jesus is our living hope 
and we can live hopeful because of Him.  As it says in verse 10, the 
prophets saw some things, but we get to see and experience it all!  

Prayer Point: 

Pray that God would help us understand this living hope and that 
our lives would look different because of it. Pray that God would 
help us to grow in the Scripture as we learn more about His 
promises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Day 14 / 1 John 1:1-10 

What is fellowship? It is communing with God or with one 
another around the shared life of Christ. It’s being vulnerable with 
one another. So often, there are obstacles in the way of our 
genuine fellowship. It can be our own fears and insecurities, 
isolation, walking in darkness, codependency, etc. Sometimes we 
don’t want the light because the deeds we desire require the 
darkness. 

We have an Advocate, we have the Righteous One, we have the 
Word of Life, Who came so that we could experience fellowship. 
We see in verse 9 that confession of sin, which causes broken 
fellowship, brings freedom! We don’t have to live in darkness or 
isolation.  

Prayer Point: 

Confess areas of sin in your life that keep you from growing in 
your relationship with God and with others. Ask God to show you 
what it means to walk in the light; ask Him for a desire of genuine 
fellowship with other believers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Day 15 / Genesis 3:14-15 

As we move into the last 7 days of our 21 Days of Prayer, we will 
begin to focus on the “GO” of our mission statement at East Side 
(Gather, Grow, Go).  As you read this passage in the book of 
Genesis, keep in mind that God is the one who began the 
“mission”.  God is the one who initiated the saving work that 
would be completed at the cross of Christ.  Note verse 15: “He 
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” (Genesis 
3:15) 

The Lord is proclaiming to the serpent that through the cross 
there would be a suffering experienced (Jesus’ excruciating 
death), but that ultimately death and sin would be conquered 
because of that sacrifice.  That is what is meant by “He shall 
bruise your head.”  So let us take heart and give thanks that even 
in the garden of Eden, in the aftermath of Adam and Eve’s 
disobedience, God had set forth a proclamation of His mission - to 
redeem lost sinners through the cross of Christ. 

Prayer Point: 

Ask God to give you a heart for mission alongside of Him.  Give 
thanks for His promise in the book of Genesis and that we are 
actually now able to testify that He has provided that sacrifice and 
given us victory through Jesus’ death. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Day 16 / Genesis 12:1-3 

Abram received the call of God to go to a place away from his 
country, his family, and all that he knew - and trust that He would 
make him into a “great nation” and that “all the families of the 
earth” would be blessed through him.  This is not only pointing 
out to the reader that there is a sacrifice being made (to leave all 
that you know), but there is a more significant element to take 
hold of here - obedience to the Lord. 

When it comes to mission and being submitted to God in trust 
that He will use us for His glory, obedience is a fundamental factor 
for every believer.  To look on in Abram’s obedience we begin to 
see that faith isn’t just belief, it also involves action.  When we 
know what God wants from us, are we following through in 
faithful obedience? 

Just as Abram knew what God was telling him to do, where to 
go, and what to expect, ask yourself if you have a current call on 
your own life that requires faithful obedience.  It may not require 
leaving your country.  It might be as simple as going across the 
street to serve your neighbor. 

Prayer Point: 

Ask God to reveal His will to you.  If God has laid an area of 
response on your heart and you are struggling to be obedient, 
pray that God would give you a heart of faith - one that exercises 
active, faithful obedience. 

 

 



 

 

 
Day 17 / Jonah 3:10-4:2 

There is so much to take hold of in just these few verses of 
Jonah.  If you read the whole book of Jonah, you will see that he 
was not compassionate toward the very people God was calling 
him to go to and warn them of their sin.  And after a series of 
events, Jonah was still going to fulfill the call and warn Nineveh of 
their sin and call them to repent.  
     Today’s devotion could point us towards God fulfilling His 
mission in spite of man’s disobedience.  It could also point us to 
consequences of disobeying God.  But what we want to highlight 
in today’s devotional is the Lord’s COMPASSION.  In chapter 4 
Jonah admits that he knows God is “gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love…” (4:2) 
     Like Jonah, if we know that God is all of these things, we should 
never put a person, nation, or people group aside as unworthy to 
receive the message of the gospel.  Think about God’s message to 
Nineveh alongside of Jonah’s attitude.  Is there any disobedience 
in your life you need to confess?  Is there a person or group of 
people that you need God to change your heart about so that you 
can love them like He does? 

Prayer Point: 

Pray for those that may be in danger of God’s wrath because of 
their sin or rebellion against the gospel.  Pray for God to save 
them, that He would send a messenger to warn them.  Lastly, pray 
that you would have compassion on all people (no matter where 
they are or what they are like) and that you would be willing to 
share the message of the gospel with them. 

 



 

 

 
Day 18 / Acts 4:11-12 

As the disciples were proclaiming the truth of the gospel to the 
religious leaders, scribes, and Jews, it was apparent that many 
folks felt they had no need for a man named Jesus.  Maybe it was 
because they felt they had all that they needed - the law, their 
lineage, their association or status in religious circles, etc.   

“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
(4:12) 

Today a lot of people are still trusting in things that are not able 
to save them; only Jesus saves.  And it is only by a relationship 
with Him based on repentance and faith that one can be saved.  
Because of this truth, we should be very bold in sharing the 
person of Jesus with others.  And take note, being on mission 
starts at home.  Part of “GO” is sharing with those that God has 
brought to you. Let us remember that it’s not an affiliation with a 
church, a one-time religious experience, or because a family 
member is a pastor, it is only by a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  There is salvation found in no one else… 

Prayer Point: 

Pray that you and your family will be diligent in sharing the name 
of Jesus with others on a daily basis.  Pray that others would know 
that Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life.” 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Day 19 / Acts 4:13 

Sometimes we feel that we have to have it all together or be a 
biblical scholar in order to share the gospel with others.  
Sometimes our feeling of inadequacy may keep us from going on 
mission to share the gospel.  But as we look at what astonished 
those that were witnessing Peter and John speak the gospel with 
“boldness,” we see something very important - “they recognized 
that they had been with Jesus.”  

As a Christian, know that our bold witness to the world comes 
not from religious education, seminary degrees, or knowing 
everything there is to know about the Bible.  Our boldness comes 
from knowing Jesus!  It says that they recognized them as having 
been with Jesus.  Our proclamation to the lost is impacting 
especially when we do it out of hearts that have been shaped 
personally by Christ.  As we take the challenge of being on 
mission, know that our impact is great when we are spending 
time with Christ in a growing relationship.  Our personal walk with 
Jesus gives us boldness, power from the Holy Spirit, and great 
focus on evangelism and missions.  Are you making a habit of 
being with Jesus? 

Prayer Point: 

Pray that you will continue to grow in your personal walk with 
Christ in regular devotion and quiet times.  Pray for our church to 
grow together in this spiritual discipline and that God would use 
that to fuel evangelism and missions at East Side. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Day 20 / Romans 10:13-15 

As we have walked through this prayer journey the past few 
weeks, there is one thing that keeps coming up - the gospel 
matters!  It is a big world out there and there are thousands of 
people groups across the planet - many of them still in need of the 
gospel.  It is the mission of the church to spread the gospel to the 
world.  The church does this through a variety of ways such as 
preaching, equipping believers, through sending missionaries, and 
even supporting missionaries.   

As we think about this today, here are some mission 
partnerships we currently have at East Side: NAMB church 
planters in Utah (Daniel Savage, Nick Erickson, Bobby Wood), 
NAMB church planters in Kansas City (Ray and Abbi Peoples), 
Romania Mission Partnership (Young Brock), International Mission 
Board Partners around the globe. We also have Local Partners 
such as 1st Choice Pregnancy Medical Center, Food Pantry at East 
Side, Connected Families, River Valley Christian Life Corps, and 
Arkansas Family Alliance (Care Portal). 

Prayer Point: 

Take time today to pray for one or more of these partners 
specifically.  Pray that the gospel will spread to the world because 
of their ministry.  Pray that God would show you how you might 
become more active in supporting these partners or future 
partners at East Side. 

 

 



 

 

 
Day 21 / 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 

We should be greatly encouraged by this passage to become 
very busy in spreading the good news of Jesus Christ to the world.  
This passage empowers the believer to sow seeds of the gospel 
knowing that God takes care of the rest!  It is not up to any man 
or woman to save others; God is the one who saves through His 
Son Jesus Christ.  But what is up to every believing man and 
woman is to TELL others about Jesus Christ. 

This gives us tremendous freedom and gives us boldness as we 
proclaim the gospel to others.  As we sow seed, we pray that the 
Holy Spirit would bring the news to ears that hear, hearts that are 
softened, and eyes that are opened to see Jesus.  We sow, God 
grows.  We are fellow workers.  So sow, sow, sow… and let God 
do the work! 

Prayer Point: 

As we close out our 21 days today, ask God to give you a personal 
burden to share your faith on a regular basis.  This prayer point 
may seem repetitive the past few weeks, right?  It is intended to 
be so.  After all, the Great Commission calls us to “make disciples 
of all nations,” so we need more people praying for this to take 
place.   

May we also remember Jesus’ own words in Matthew 9:37: “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray 
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest.” 

 



 


