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Project Background 
In 2017, the City performed an assessment of streets throughout the City.  The purpose of the 
assessment was to prioritize the City’s needs regarding its streets, and to develop a budget estimate to 
meet those needs.  The streets in Downtown were identified among the highest priority streets in the 
City, and the process of seeking funds for the needed improvements began. 
 
Streets were assessed based on their surface condition, as well as the condition of existing water and 
sewer mains located beneath the streets.  For some streets in need of resurfacing, there are no known 
issues with underground infrastructure.  Many of these streets have been resurfaced as funding has 
become available, totaling approximately 4 miles in length.  However, for the streets in Downtown, it 
was determined that all of the existing water mains and service lines should be replaced prior to 
resurfacing. 
 
In December of 2019, the City secured funds for improvements to the streets and underground 
infrastructure in Downtown, and engineering design began in January of 2020. 
 
Summary of Work Completed (Phase 1) 
The first phase of the Downtown project began in July of 2020.  This phase of the project included 
installation of valves where necessary to isolate the existing water mains in Downtown from adjacent 
areas.  These valves allowed for further evaluation and planning, and will serve later to minimize periods 
of water service interruption for customers in and around Downtown, as the valves will allow for fewer 
customers to be without water service during connections to the new water mains.  In addition to 
installation of valves, the first phase of the project also provided an opportunity to verify certain 
information regarding the existing water mains, including pipe sizes, pipe material, and more precise 
locations of the existing water mains.  The first phase of the project was completed in September of 
2020. 
 
Summary of Work Remaining (Phases 2 & 3) 
Phase 2 of the project includes replacement of all existing water mains and water service lines in 
Downtown, in preparation of resurfacing the streets.  Bids were received for this phase of the project in 
November of 2020, and the contractor was authorized to proceed in December of 2020.  The contractor 
was delayed due to COVID-19 issues regarding his employees, as well as inclement weather conditions.  
Replacement of the existing water mains and service lines is underway, and is projected to be complete 
by March 31, 2021. 
 
Bids for Phase 3 of the project are scheduled to be received on March 9, 2021.  This phase of the project 
will include milling of the existing streets and on-street parking, resurfacing with hot mix asphalt, and 
restriping of on-street parking.  Construction of Phase 3 of the project is projected to begin on April 1, 
2021.  The contract time for Phase 3 will be 45 calendar days. 
 
Ongoing Efforts for Improvements to Downtown Ellisville 
The City is continuing to seek funding for additional improvements to Downtown, such as improved 
lighting, curbs, and pedestrian walkways.  City officials are also in discussion with utility companies 
regarding removal or relocation of overhead utility lines, which would further improve the appearance 
of Downtown. 


