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I recently received a copy of a letter that speaks to the horror of Charlottesville and many other places,     
including our own community.  This letter comes from the Area V pastors and others of our Great Rivers   
Region.  I respectfully submit this letter for your review and prayer. 
  
To:      Rev. Paul Gibson, Executive Minister 

Congregations of the Great Rivers Region 
  
FROM: The clergy in Area V (Missouri and Illinois) of the Great Rivers Region. 
  
God has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:6-8 
  
As American Baptist clergy, whose spiritual DNA has a long history of pursuing justice, we 
believe that all human beings are created in the image of God. Therefore, any time any human 
being or groups of human beings are being terrorized, it fundamentally opposes the witness, 
life, teaching and example of Jesus Christ. It is no secret about the wide range of differing 
stances on theological and social issues that are woven into the fabric of Baptist life. However, 
in our common Christian tradition, we all tend to believe that anything standing opposed to the 
ministry of Jesus should be called out as EVIL and dealt with accordingly. The recent violent 
acts in Charlottesville, Virginia have left many of us staring unbelievingly at the on-going 
pictures of pure raw hate. Evil is being acted out in the public square with no sense of moral 
agency or respect for human life. 
  As people of faith, we cannot stand idly by and do nothing. Consequently, we speak out 
denouncing ideologies, theologies and actions of those who choose to hate (i.e. Nazis, Ku Klux 
Klan, White Nationalist, and White Supremacist). We share a heritage that has worked long 
and hard toward diversity and inclusion yet we have a doctrinal stance that allows each 
congregation the autonomy to discern their own path as it relates to issues of faith, theology 
and ministry. What happened in Charlottesville a week ago, has left many confused about who 
and what to believe. While this is not the first ugly glimpse of evil seen in our country, it is 
another close-up picture of a demonic sequence of behavior that seems to be growing and 
gaining a sense of normalcy that is dangerous. This behavior cannot continue to go unchecked, 
nor can we allow anyone, to give permission or make excuses for immoral behavior and 
ideologies.                                                                                                    Continued on Page 2 
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Therefore, we stand in solidarity with the people of Charlottesville terrorized by hate. We 
extend our prayers and heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of Heather Heyer, and all 
those victimized by this hatred. We hope they find comfort in knowing that we will not let the 
complexities of the issues keep us from doing what is right. There are lots of things that need 
to be attended to but we will not be distracted from this battle. We are facing a moral crisis 
and how we handle this moment in history will have consequences. 
  
What can we do? What should we do? What are we willing to do? In the days ahead, we will 
act but for now this letter serves as both a declaration of intent to fight hate and an invitation 
to those who are willing to join us in this fight. We the co-signers of this declaration stand as 
ONE to lead our respective communities towards the common good. We must put feet and 
hands on our prayers for Justice, Peace and Reconciliation and we must draw closer together in 
the love of Christ. In closing, please be reminded of this one thing… it is hard to “keep” hating 
up close. 
  
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another. John 13:34-35 
  

In the Love and Service of Jesus Christ. 
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Bench Notes 
The first two weeks of August weeks have been unusual for me as I have been on a “staycation.”  It 
has been weird NOT getting up early each morning and head over to church – something I’ve been 
doing all of my adult life.  But I am grateful for this time of respite and have been immeasurably 
blessed by the many churches PJ and I have visited during my time off.  Yes…we are some of those 
crazy people that attend church 2 or 3 times each weekend (Saturday evening and multiple Sunday 

services), visiting various congregations and experiencing worship in other faith communities. 
 One of the things that we have observed is that every congregation works at fulfilling the Great Commission.  
Each, in their own way, are passionate about sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ and making disciples.  While there are 
myriad programs and ministries which work to accomplish that goal, we have been encouraged to see that First Baptist 
Church is not alone in her goal to share the Gospel with the hurting world. 
 It is also amazing to witness the ways in which congregations worship – their singing, their celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper, and their traditions or lack thereof.  

One of the things that FBC Decatur does well is our singing. You likely don’t think much about it, but this has 
been eye-opening for us.  While we work to offer a mix of hymns and worship songs….you folks sing better than most!  
How much it must gladden God’s heart when His people lift their voices in praise to Him!   

We have worshiped in services where the folks up front function more like performers and less like worship  
leaders.  Members of the congregation stand: but few people actually participate vocally in the music.  There is a lot of 
standing around – sometimes folks are having conversations with their neighbors- and the focus of worshiping our God 
together seems to get lost amid the music. 

 There are several reasons for that:   
1. Unfamiliarity with the music.  Even as a musician, it’s hard to follow words on a screen with no musical notation to 

guide you.  Everyone, even musicians, has difficulties in singing new material without some aural or visual   support. 
2. The rhythms of the songs are complex and often more suited for soloists or small groups than for congregational     

participation.  Music that is highly syncopated takes practice to accomplish.  Most congregations don’t get that     
opportunity. 

3. Many times the tessitura (vocal range) of the music is beyond that of most people.  One thing we work on  endlessly at 
FBC is placing our hymns and songs in comfortable, singable keys.  That does nothing more than  encourage the folks 
in the pews to participate than anything else.  While the range of the song may work for the situation it was originally 
written for, it is important to examine how it will function within our congregational use.   

So this time of renewing has been inspiring, educational and affirming in many ways!  We are grateful for you and the 
ministry that the Lord gives here at FBC Decatur…..and we look forward to being back in the office on Tuesday,             
September 5. 
On other notes: 

 It was a delight to be part of the summer small group that met this summer studying “The Story.”  Being in             
relationship with each other is what the church is all about.  Be sure to take advantage of the next opportunity to do 
a group: you will be blessed! 

 Carillon Bell Choir and Sanctuary Choir rehearsals resume on Wednesday, September 6.  Bells at 6:00 p.m. and Choir 
at 7:00 p.m.  We are looking for additional singers and welcome everyone who would like to join us.  Email me at 
mwaltenberger@comcast.net if you’d like to try the choir and I’ll be sure to have a folder and music ready for you 
that night. 

 One of the blessings of serving on the board for the Fellowship of American Baptist Musicians is the surplus music 
that we receive.  FBC was able to glean the music that is appropriate for our needs and then bless several other     
congregations in our area as well with the surplus. 

 Many thanks to those who have provided music during my time away this summer.  Doug Blakey and Abigail Turner 
have done a terrific job at the keyboard and we are most grateful for their ministry. 

 Our Music For a Season of JOY concert series is expanding to include several events during the Thanksgiving and   
Advent seasons, including the Concert for Hunger and Homelessness Awareness, the Nativity Tour and the musical 
programs.  A brochure with complete information will be available later this fall. 

Gracious Heavenly Father, we give You praise for Your unending love and grace to us.  Thank You for times of inspiration 
and renewal.  Remind us gently that You are greater than our personal preferences; greater than traditions or polities.  Let 
our worship of You be bold, honest, and whole-hearted, that Your name and Your grace is proclaimed to all who hear.  
Make us instruments of Your peace wherever we are and however we can.  We ask in Jesus’ name, amen. 

                                                                 —Mike Waltenberger 

 

mailto:mwaltenberger@comcast.net
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September Birthdays 
  6. Jim Ground 
  7. Ed Baird 
 Gordon Moore 
  8. Ruth McElwee 
10. Mary Priyatmo 
13. Steve Olson 
25. Shirley Davidson 
26. Ron French 
29. Richard Moreau 

Happy Anniversary 

Ron and Donna French 09/14 

Dear First Baptist Family, 

I want to thank everyone for the support, 

luncheon, and contributions to a Memorial 

fund for Mike.  I could always feel your 

prayers through his fight with cancer.  Thank you for being there. 

               —God Bless, Becky, Jeff, Samantha, Laura and Josh  
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Choir Rehearsals Resume 

Wednesday, September 6, 2017 

Carillon Handbell Choir begins at 6:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary Choir begins at 7:00 p.m. 

Thank you for your generous and continued support of New Life Pregnancy Center.  The total amount      

received for our Change for Life Baby Bottle Campaign from FBC was $1088.88. Your partnership in this 

campaign was a tremendous blessing to our ministry. I am very thankful to report that we have almost 

reached our goal of $55,000, collecting over 53,835, 

with 89 area churches and more than 1100 families and 

businesses. The Gospel of Jesus Christ will continue to 

go forth daily as God give us the opportunity to share 

His truth, love and compassion with hundreds of       

women, men and their families that come to New Life 

Pregnancy Center for help. 

 —Thank you, Penny Weaver, Executive Director 
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Honor or Memorialize Someone Special 

With Flowers For Sunday Morning Worship 

Open Sundays Floral Sign Up 2017-18 

Name_______________________________________________ 

In Memory of:________________________________________ 

   OR 

In Honor of:__________________________________________ 

Date 1st Choice_______2nd Choice_______ Any Sunday_______ 

I will Take Flowers_______ Please Use However Needed_______ 

Special Instructions____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Dates Open (Circle Date You Would Like) 

Floral Cost $ 35 

Other Sizes and Dates By Special Request 

A confirmation and payment envelope will be mailed to you the month prior to your order  

Your date will be reserved the same Sunday each year until you notify office 

Thank You For Your Support 

Floral Committee 

01/14/18 4/29/18 08/06/18 

02/04/18 06/04/18  

03/18/18 07/30/18  
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September 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

   1 
 

2 
 

3 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
 

4 Labor Day 
Office Closed 
 

5 6 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship 
At  
Lincolnshire 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary  
Choir 

7 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 

8 
Office Closed 

9 
 

10 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Lincolnshire 
12:00 p.m. 
175th Anniversary  
Committee Meeting 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary  
Choir 

14 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 
 

15 
Office Closed 

16 
5:30 p.m. 
Survivor Class 
Party 

17 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Primrose. 
 

18 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 
 
 

19 
 

20 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship 
At Lincoln-
shire 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary  
Choir 

21 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 
11:30 a.m. 
YES! Senior  
Ministry 
5:30 p.m. 
Trustee Board  
 

22 
Office Closed 
 

23 
 

24 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m. 
Life Groups 
11:45 a.m.  
Christian Ed. Board 
11:45 a.m. 
BOD meeting 
 
 
 

25 
1:00 p.m. 
ABW Circle 

26 
YES! Senior 
Ministry Trip 
to Curtis  
Apple  
Orchard 

27 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary  
Choir 

28 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 p.m. 
BOF meeting 
5:30 p.m. 
WMB meeting 
6:30 p.m. 
Executive Council 

29 30 
10:30 a.m. 
Journey Widow 
Group 


