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I was talking to someone recently and the person told me that we all need hope.  I couldn’t agree 
more.  A person who finds themselves without hope is a person who is stuck in their misery, with no 
apparent way out.  No one wants that.  A person with depression is often a person who has lost 
some degree of hope.  
  
The church, however, is supposed to be a beacon of hope. The church carries with them the Good 
News of Jesus Christ.  They know that hope springs eternal because of a great God who gave us a 
Son that would free us from the valley of darkness and lead us into a place of beauty and love.  The 
church has hope because they know that no matter what we read in the papers or the internet or 
see on television, that none of it has the final say.  God has the final say and He has already told us 
what that say is.  Those who believe in His Son as Savior will one day be with God in heaven where 
peace and love and hope reign supreme. 
  
Our faith means nothing if within it we cannot see and experience a great hope for our future.  If we 
believe that Jesus died for our sins, and in so doing, we are freed from slavery to sin and the            
condemnation that sin brings (i.e. death), then we have every reason to be hopeful. 
  
I want to encourage you all to look to our Heavenly Father when times are tough.  To reach out to 
Him when things don’t go as well as we would have liked.  To see His amazing grace upon your life 
such that you know – you know – that no matter the circumstances we find ourselves in, nothing can 
keep God’s love from us.  NOTHING! 
  
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 8:38-39 
  
And because we cannot be separated from God’s love, we have hope.  May you 
walk in the light of that hope every day knowing that God has it all in control. 
  
To God be the glory, 
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Bench Notes 

 
These fall days are upon us once again and the cooler temperatures have been a great 
blessing from the extraordinarily hot days we experienced in September.  The Music 
Ministry is back in its regular groove:  choirs and the worship team are rehearsing 
weekly.  Plans for our Music For a Season of JOY concert series are now complete.  

Thoughts and ideas and dreams for next summer’s MUSICAMP are beginning to stir.  
 We are blessed with many faithful volunteers who lovingly attend rehearsals each week.  Please 
express your appreciation to them – it will mean a lot.  There is something a little divine about singing      
together in a choir.  It’s the community, the blending of many voices, creating unity and something         
beautiful that becomes a mirror of our lives in Jesus Christ.  As individuals, we are one thing, but when we 
sing together (or ring bells – or play in the band) we are now part of something much larger than           
ourselves and even the group we join.  Our participation in choir is a reflection of our life within the 
Church: “loved ones of the faith.”  We’re not perfect, but we strive to reflect the love of Christ in all we do 
and especially in our worship/music/singing. 
 There will be some special things in October during worship. Plan to be with us each Sunday. 
On October 15, Abigail Turner will be sharing her ministry gifts with us during the offertory.   
 The following Sunday, October 22, our special guests will be Heart & Soul Choir.  This choir just  
began their sixth season together and has welcomed several new members.  They will be leading us in 
worship and providing special music as well.  Heart & Soul Choir members are special need adults who 
love to sing and worship.  We will have many guests with us that day.  Please be sure to introduce         
yourselves to them.  First Baptist hosted the Kick-Off BBQ in late August for the choir and the group loves 
coming up to Arbor Drive at every opportunity. 
 All Saints Day will be observed on October 29.  We will recognize and remember those we have 
loved who have gone to be forever with the Lord.  How appropriate to remember those who have loved 
First Baptist Church!  They have served, witnessed and sacrificed throughout their lives and they leave us a 
rich heritage of faithfulness as their example. 
 Please be in church each week!  It will do your spirit good and you will bless us with your presence. 
 
On other notes: 
 I have just returned (in time for church on Sunday) from the annual Planning Meeting for the              

Fellowship of American Baptist Musicians.  It is my honor to be leading the Board for the next two 
years, and plan and coordinate the Conference for Church Musicians each summer at Green Lake     
Conference Center.  Thank you for your support in this endeavor: it is a privilege to serve both our 
Lord and our denomination through this ministry. 

 Our YES! ministry continues to grow with more activities and trips.  Many thanks to our angels, Gordon 
Moore and Don Collins, who rescued all 15 of us when a flat tire on the bus delayed our recent trip.  
They dropped what they were doing and drove two vehicles which allowed us to continue on our 
event.  The bus (now empty!) was slowly driven back to town and to the repair shop.  We are grateful 
for their gracious help! 

 
 
Thank You, Heavenly Father, for the manifold blessings You give each day.  Heighten our awareness of 
Your goodness and grace all around and let our words and our thoughts and our actions reflect Your      
mercies to us.  Change our hearts and make us wholly Yours, we pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 

— Mike Waltenberger 
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October Birthdays 
  1. Doris Moore 
  3. Richard Dudley 
  5. Genny McMillan 
  9. Cindy Jenkins 
  9. Ivan Laatsch 
11. Tina Erwin 
 Janis Smith 
13. Megan Redden 
14. Cara Cardinal 
 Laura Minton 

Happy Anniversary 

Debbie and Dave Fleming 10/15 

Karen and Don Neideffer 10/27 

 

15. Kathy Ground 
17. Ruth Doolen 
18. Shelbie Burrus 

21. Chadyeane Olson 

22. Paisley Parrish 

24. Barb Blakey 

 Jean Bledsoe 

27. Sherry Cole 
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NEW SERMON SERIES COMING SOON! 
Whether we are ready or not, one day our days will be no more. No more eating 
or shopping or entertaining.  No more sports or family gatherings or rainy 
days.  No more picnics or television or vacation trips.  Your wealth and fame and 
power will all wilt away.  It won’t matter how much you owned or how much you 
owed.  It won’t matter who you knew or who knew you.  It won’t matter your    
education, your skin color, your political views, or your many and varied talents 
and skills.  So, too, are lost to the wind are your dreams, your hopes, your            
intelligence, and your plans.  
  
One day the things that matter to you most in this world now….will no longer 
be….as you will no longer be of this world. 
  
So what will matter?  What will matter will be the people you touched and the 
memories that they shall carry with them for the rest of their lives. What will 
matter is the blessings your presence gave to a world that so desperately needs 
blessings.  What will matter is the ripple your pebble generated in pond of            
ripples.  What will matter are the not the people you left behind, but the lives that 
you changed before you left. 
  
Living a life that matters is not accomplished by accident.  It is accomplished by 
choosing what matters most. Or should I say by choosing WHO matters most.  
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October  2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:15 a.m. 
Brunch for Missionaries 

2 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 

3 4 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship 
At  
Lincolnshire 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary  
Choir 

5 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 

6 
Office Closed 

7 
 

8 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Lincolnshire 

9 
5:00 p.m. 
Arbor Trails 
 

10 11 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship 
At Lincoln-
shire 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary  
Choir 

12 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 

13 
Office Closed 

14 
4:00 p.m. 
Fall Family Fun 
Day 

15 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Primrose. 
11:45 a.m.  
Christian Ed. Board 
 
 

16 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 

17 
ABW Fall 
Rally 

18 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship 
At Lincoln-
shire 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary  
Choir 

19 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 
11:30 a.m. 
YES! Senior  
Ministry 
5:30 p.m. 
Trustee Board  

20 
Office Closed 

21 
5:30 p.m. 
Survivor Class 
Party 

22 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:45 a.m. 
BOD meeting 

23 
1:00 p.m.  
ABW Ada Tharp 
Circle Meeting 
 

24 
9:00 a.m. 
YES! Senior 
Ministry Trip  
to Yoder’s in 
Arthur, IL 

25 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship 
At Lincoln-
shire 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary  
Choir 

26 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 p.m. 
BOF meeting 
5:30 p.m. 
WMB meeting 
6:30 p.m. 
Executive Council 

27 
Office Closed 
 

28 
10:30 a.m. 
Journey Widow 
Group 

29 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m. 
Life Groups 
12:00 p.m. 
Quarterly Business  
Meeting 

30 
 

31 
 

    


