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Just a few weeks ago, we were blessed to be asked by the management at 
Primrose Retirement Community to help with their annual carnival.  I mentioned 
this to the FBC family and we were also blessed with many who were willing to 
volunteer.  So on Thursday afternoon, September 15th, we converged on     
Primrose and were given instructions on what to do.  As it turned out, almost the 
entire carnival was staffed by FBC volunteers, about seven of us.  We served 
cups of shaved ice flavored with either grape or  strawberry-mango juice as well 

as some yummy M&M cookies.  We also ran the games 
which included the   well-known Plinko game, dice rolling, 
bean bag toss, toilet paper roll toss (into a toilet seat!), and the favorite of all --- driving 
a ping-pong ball through a maze.  Our very own Miriam Jackson was a pro at the     
ping-pong game! 
  
That Primrose event was actually one of three we were       
invited to help with. We also had volunteers at the Pet      

Portrait event and a magic show .  Primrose was so happy with us that we have 
now been asked if we have anyone willing to volunteer to lead Bingo once a 
week.  They are willing to change the day of week and time of day to fit the         
schedule of the person or persons willing to help in this way. It could just as easily 
be a few people on a rotating schedule so no one person has to be at Primrose 
every week. (If interested contact the church office.) 
  
As is often the story, while those being served were very thankful and blessed, most certainly so were those 
of us serving.  What a wonderful time everyone seemed to be having and what a joy it is to serve              
others.  Primrose is one of the organizations that we believe we are uniquely positioned to be of real         
service.  They are just across the street and they very kind people who really, really want to work with us. 
  
FBC has always been a family of believers willing to serve others in the community.  Before the month of  
October is over you will hear of other organizations we hope to build tight and valuable relations with.  Jesus 
said in John 12:26, “ Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My       
Father will honor the one who serves me.”  Service to others is service to Jesus (refer to Matthew 25). We 
serve through obedience and love and generosity and caring for one another. 

  
I hope that you are someone who has come to understand 
that serving others is an act of love that truly pleases the   
Almighty and that you will take  seriously the opportunities 
that are placed before you to serve someone else regardless 
of whether you will ever receive a “Thank you” or not.  We 
serve because He served us. 
 Look over these photographs and please prayerfully consider how you might be       

serving at FBC and in our community. 
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Bench Notes 
 
 Choir season has begun and it is great to have everyone back in 
the lofts (choir and handbells).  It’s good to have a summer hiatus, but 
we miss the blessing that the Sanctuary and Carillon Bell Choirs bring 
to us.  Many of my colleagues give their choirs either the month of   
August off, or just Labor Day.  We are blessed give our volunteers 

some time off and also to be able to have the many folks from our congregation as well as guest 
musicians sharing their ministries with us.  Our heartfelt  appreciation to all of them for their  
faithful service during July and August. 
 I am so proud of our children’s choir: they shared in worship on September 18 “Love the 
Lord With All Your Heart”; an anthem introduced to them during MUSICAMP 2016 this summer.  
They sang wonderfully: if you missed it, check it out on our Facebook page.  It will bless your 
heart!  Thanks to Erin Hudson for posting the video. 
 Even though the temperature outside is still in the 80’s today, both choirs have begun     
rehearsal on music for Advent and Christmas.  Carillon Bell Choir will share in Decatur Memorial 
Hospital’s “One Light to Remember” program on Tuesday, December 6.  We have played in that 
event for nearly 25 years and it is always a delight to be part of such a meaningful remembrance. 
 The Sanctuary Choir is preparing a brand new Christmas cantata, “Invitation to a Miracle” 
and we have scheduled special cantata rehearsal/luncheons on Sundays October 9th and 16th.  If 
you would like to sing the cantata, but cannot make Wednesday evenings, please let me know.  
There are part-enhanced rehearsal CDs which will help immensely as we prepare.  We would love 
to have you join us! 
 There is a marvelous thing that happens when people sing together: a common purpose 
(bringing glory and worship to God) and a unique unity (each of us sharing our own talents             
together) occurs when we sing God’s praise.  I think that may reflect the complexion of the 
church: different voices working together toward the common goal.   
 The Sanctuary Choir does a couple of special things I share with you: at the end of every 
rehearsal we join hands and sing together: 

“Lord, make us instruments of Your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let Your love increase. 

Lord, make us instruments of Your peace. 
Walls of pride and prejudice will cease 

When we are Your instruments of peace.” 
As we enter the Sanctuary before worship together, we always pray together and we share our 

own version of the Choristers’ Prayer . 
“Bless, O Lord, us your servants who minister in Your sanctuary. 

Grant that what we sing with our lips we may believe in our hearts, 
And what we believe in our hearts, we show forth in our lives. 

In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
May what we each believe in our hearts, show forth in our lives!  Blessings! 

 
Pastor Mike 
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October Birthdays 
  1  Doris Moore 
  3  Richard Dudley 
  5  Genny McMillan 
  9  Cindy Jenkins 
  9   Ivan Laatsch 
11 Tina Erwin   
11  Janis Smith 
13 Megan Redden 
14 Cara Cardinal 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Becky and Gary Ferguson  10/16 
Debbie and Dave Fleming 10/15 
Karen and  Don Neideffer 10/27 

 
I would like to thank everyone for all the prayers, calls, cards, 
food, flowers, and gifts I received while in the nursing home.  I feel 
blessed to be a part of such a loving church family. 

   —Patti Smith 

17 Ruth Doolen 
18 Shelbie Burrus 
20 Bob McMillan 
21 Chadyeane Olson 
22 Paisley Parrish 
24 Barb Blakey 
24 Jean Bledsoe 
26 Chuck Beams Sr. 
27 Sherry Cole 



4 

Cantata Rehearsal and Luncheon 

Sunday, October 9, 2016 
Sunday, October 16, 2016 

12:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Sunday 
October 16 
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October 

Please place your  items on the mission table in the gathering hall. 
Thank you for your generous contributions. 

Mission of the Month 
Central Illinois Christians in Mission 

Items Needed 
Drinkware     Misc. Items: 
Bedding - (sheets, pillow cases all sizes)  lamps, curtains, rugs, pictures, 
Kitchen cookware, utensils, pots & pans  mirrors, ironing boards 
Dishes      Any item to make a house a  
Storage dishes with lids    home is needed. 
Towels (kitchen, bath, hand, wash cloths, pot holders) 
Appliances (small and large) 
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First Baptist Church 

Don’t Miss This Exciting Series as Pastor Ron Shares 

Sermon Series Starts Sunday, October 2, 2016   Worship @9:30 a.m. 

Church Wide Life Groups Study includes Children, Youth and Adults @10:30 a.m. 
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JoAnna Stanick’s father, Frank is battling with Stage IV Lung Cancer. Frank  was diagnosed  
in February of  this year  after a brain tumor was removed from his right temporal lobe.  
Doctors  said this was  due to it metastasizing  from the lungs. 

Come out and support Frank in his fight!                                                                               
 When:  October  16th 2016 

 Where: Curly's Sports Bar & Pizza 2683 N. Water in Decatur  

 Time:   PM 

Listen to Frank sing "Wild Thing" as well as Karoke with Docta LD  from 3-4:30. We're asking 
for a $5/plate donation for Frank to use towards any medical bills not paid by the VA and Medicare.  

Hope  to  see  you there! 
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October   2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School 
 

3 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 

4 
 

5 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

6 7 
 
Office Closed 
 

8 
8:30 a.m.  
Vision Casting 
meeting 

9 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Lincolnshire 
12:00 p.m. 
175 Anniversary  
Committee meeting 
12:00 p.m.  
Cantata rehearsal and 
luncheon 

10 
 

11 
1;00 p.m.  
Ada Tharp  
Circle 

12 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

13 
 

14 
Office Closed 

15 
5:00 p.m. 
Survivors’ 
Class 
Party 

16 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Primrose.  
11:45 a.m. 
Diaconate Board  
 

17 
9:30 a.m.  
Staff meeting 

18 
 

19 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

20 
5:30 p.m. 
Trustee Board  

21 
 
Office Closed 

22 
 

23 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School 
11:45 a.m.  
Christian Ed. Board 
 
 

24 
 

25 26 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

27 
5:30 p.m.  
Finance Board  
5:30 p.m. 
Worship  
Ministries Board  
6:30 p.m.  
Executive  
Council 

28 
Office Closed 

29 

30 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School 
12:00 p.m.  
Quarterly Business  
Meeting 
3:00 p.m.  
Youth Service Project 
4:00 p.m. Youth  Cookout 

31      


