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I read that if we could shrink the Earth’s population to a village of precisely 100 people, with all the 
existing human ratios remaining the same, it would look something like the following: 
·       70 would be non-Christian 
·       30 would be Christian 
·       6 people would possess 59% of the entire world’s wealth 
·       80 would live in substandard housing 
·       70 would be unable to read 
·       50 would suffer from malnutrition 
·       1 (yes, only 1) would have a college education 
·       1 would own a computer 
  
When you go out and about in your day is that the world that you see?  Is that the experience that 
you have?  I would posture a theory that it is not.  I know many who have the opportunity to eat 
well, can read just fine, own a computer (although some don’t use them), and have attended         
college.  You and I live in a world that looks a lot different than the community we see around us.  
  
In the month of October we had a sermon series called, “Living Generously,” that called us all to 
consider what we have, who gave it to us, and how we might share with others.  A person’s sharing 
or generosity will depend greatly on how they see the world around them.  If they see no need, they 
are unlikely to share and give.  
  
At our October congregational meeting we announced our vision that through FBC the “forgotten 
and broken would experience Christ’s love.”  The whole idea of experiencing Christ’s love means 
that we are intentional about seeing the need around us and spreading the good news of Jesus 
Christ to those we interact with, through word and deed.  Such generosity requires that we put       
others first; not always an easy or obvious action.  Generosity always comes at a cost, and in the 
hands of God, always comes with His reward. 
  
The world we live in is filled with many who could benefit from what we have to give.  The question 
is, are we going to give it?  And to whom?  And how?  2017 will be a year of intentionality in our 
pursuit of this new vision.  It will require some change on our part, but if we are fully engaged, you 
can bet we will see many, many blessings along the way.    
  
I pray that we will all move forward into the days ahead excited about what the Lord is doing at FBC 
and energized to grow and bloom in the light of Jesus Christ. 
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Bench Notes 
 These are interesting times in which we live.  As you read this,     
America will be in the final process of selecting a new leader.  If you are like 
me, you are beyond worn out with the campaign news, the accusations, the 
name-calling and the generally childish behavior of persons nominated for 
the highest position in the free world. 
 It would be easy for us to be nervous and tense during these times, 
fretting about who will win, and what our lives will be like when it’s all over.  

For people of faith, however, it is a different scenario.  Our faith and trust is not in a national leader or a 
political party. Our hope is in the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer.  He, and He alone is the One 
who sustains us, encourages us, comforts and leads us.  He is in control of everything – even political races 
– and that knowledge should bring us great comfort and assurance. 
 As we move into this season of Thanksgiving, let us daily express our gratitude to God for His      
unlimited blessings. The gifts we have of life, family, friends, health, freedoms, material blessings, daily 
food and shelter are greater than a majority of the rest of the world’s population.  We, as people of faith, 
also have the blessings of God Himself with us – His Holy Spirit, and His Word.  What more could we ever 
long for?  Let us be thankful for these marvelous gifts and become people who are lovingly generous to 
others with the blessings God has given! 
 
Please take note: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 4 

Thanksgiving at First Baptist 

Sunday, November 20 @ 3:00 p.m. 
 Concert for Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 
 Guest Artists:  Allegiance  
  with Mark Wood, Tony Capps, Kim Lebaube & Ed Powers 
  Offering to support DOVE, Inc. and area ministries 
  Please bring canned goods/warm items 
 
Sunday, November 27 @ 4:00 P.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
 Fourth Annual Nativity Tour – largest single display in Illinois 
 Over 500 displays – Live music – Refreshments 
 
Wednesday, November 30 @12 noon 
 Music For a Season of JOY 
 Guest Artists: The Kramers – Rachel, Scott and Maria 
 Complimentary lunch served at 11:15 a.m. and after the program. 
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November Birthdays 
  3 Stan Dixson 
  3 Sue McClelland 
  5 Martha Hesler 
  7 Donna Sefton 
  8 Bob Ground 
  9 Dustin Cardinal 
  9 Don Collins 
  9 Dan Stukins  
10 Kay Lydick 
10 Justin Moreau Jr. 
11 Eula Kuhns 

Happy Anniversary 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Alley 11/07 

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Smith 11/28 

 

14 Kennedy Rusk 
16 Clinton Olson 
19 Erin Gillespie 
19 Alicia Morlock 
20 Madilyn Rowan 
21 Ken Smith 
22 Mindy Juriga 
23 Matthew Cardinal 
25 Angie Cardinal 
26 Bob Olson 
27 Mary Redden 
29 Candace Olson 
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On other notes…                                                                                                                continued from page 2 
 Speaking of blessings…Dave Fleming not only has been sprucing up our building - which is looking 

great, especially as we prepare to host hundreds of guests in the next few weeks– but he also built 
a set of five risers for the back row of the Choir Loft.  He saved us over $2000 in expenses and now 
the Sopranos and Altos can see and be heard!  Thanks, Dave! 

 There is a beautiful brochure available for you and to share about the upcoming programs and 
events during November and throughout December.  Many thanks to Barb Blakey who skillfully put 
that together for us!  Copies are available at the Welcome Center and at the Church Office. 

 PJ and I will be in Ohio in early November as I share music and a piano concert at Atwater          
Congregational Church in Atwater, OH.  The church is celebrating the 175th anniversary of their 
building and invited me to join them in their celebration.  The congregation will mark their 200th 
anniversary in 2018.  My  grandmother was a 50+ year member of this church and served as        
organist and pianist there in the 1950s and 60s.  It is a great honor to be part of this historic        
celebration.  Check it out at www.atwaterchurch.org. 

 We are continuing our search for instrumentalists to serve on our Worship Team.  If you know of        
someone who is capable on guitar, bass guitar or other instruments, please let me know. 

 November 13 will be a special time in worship as we celebrate the Ordinance of Baptism with     
Bertha Durbin, and also remember those who have to be forever with the Lord.  The choir has 
some special music to share that day and we will be lighting candles in memory of those that we 
miss. Be sure to join us that day for these tender moments! 

 
Lord of all – to Thee we raise – this our hymn of grateful praise!  Heavenly Father, we thank You for the      
abundant blessings You have given to each of us in this year.  You have been our Strength, and our 
Stay, our Guide while life shall last, and You are our Eternal Home.  We bless You and worship You this 
day as our Lord and Creator.  Help us to have hearts that are open to Yours, and broken to the needs of 
those around us.  Let us be Your hands and feet and voice to this world, and may we do so with joyful 
spirits and attitudes.  All for Your glory and the building of Your kingdom, we pray in Jesus’ name, 
amen. 
 

Mike Waltenberger  

http://www.atwaterchurch.org
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November 

Please place your  items on the mission table in the gathering hall. 
Thank you for your generous contributions. 

Mission of the Month 

Hunger & Homelessness Awareness 

Blankets 
Gloves 
Hats 
Scarves 

Canned 
goods 
Coats 
Sweat Shirts 
Socks 

Items Needed 

WHO WE ARE: 

We are a furniture ministry serving the people of 

the Decatur area with household items and      

furniture all given at no cost to people referred by social agencies.  We collect good used 

items from churches, organizations and individuals in the area.  

WHAT WE DO: 

We start the day with Jesus, in prayer and celebration.  We give dishes, kitchen items,        

bedding, tv's,  microwave ovens, appliances, 

sofas, chairs, beds, dressers, desks and dining 

rooms furniture, almost any household items 

in good shape, to those in need. We handle 

some medical equipment; beds, walkers, lift 

chairs, etc. We do not handle computer  

equipment, toys, exercise equipment or          

musical instruments (pianos).  
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November   2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

3 4 
 

5 

6 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School 
 

7 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 

8 
1;00 p.m.  
Ada Tharp  
Circle 

9 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

10 
5:30 p.m. 
Trustee Board  

11 
 
Office Closed 
 

12 
 

13 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Lincolnshire 
11:45 a.m. 
Diaconate Board  
11:45 a.m.  
Christian Ed. Board 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

17 
5:30 p.m.  
Board of  Finance  
5:30 p.m. 
Worship  
Ministries Board  
6:45 p.m.  
Executive  
Council 

18 
Office Closed 

19 
5:00 p.m. 
Survivors’ 
Class 
Party 
5:30 p.m. 
Family Movie 
Night and Supper 

20 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Primrose.  
3:00 p.m. 
Hunger & Homelessness 
Awareness Concert 

21 
9:30 a.m.  
Staff meeting 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Happy  
Thanksgiving 
Closed 

25 
 
Office Closed 

26 
 

27 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School 
4:00 p.m. 
Annual Nativity Tour 
 
 

28 
 

29 30 
11:15 a.m. 
Season of JOY 
Luncheon 
12:00 p.m.  
Concert 
12:30 p.m. 
Luncheon 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

   

ABY Gathering 


