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“Illinois is a leading producer of soybeans, corn and swine. According to the United States Department of   
Agriculture National Agricultural Statistics Service (USDA-NASS), as of February 2017, Illinois had 72,200 
farms.  Illinois farmland covers nearly 27 million acres -- about 75 percent of the state's total land area.” This 
information was retrieved from the Illinois Department of Agriculture website.  It goes on to say that family 
farms dominate the majority of farm operators. 

Recently I was driving to Champaign along Highway 72 and noticed field after field containing one or more 
farmers working their fields with tractors, presumably planting seeds. This is planting season. It is the time of 
year farmers work late into the night trying to get their crop planted before the next rain, because it is also 
the rainy season. While a limited amount of rain after the seed is planted is good; rainy, wet fields and     
tractors don’t mix well. 

The Apostle Paul once said that he and another believer, Apollos, planted the seeds, but it was God who 
made them grow.  You and I are planters too.  We, like Paul and Apollos, are meant to share our faith with 
others in such a way as to introduce them to Jesus Christ.  Maybe we share Scripture or maybe we simply sit 
and listen to someone who is hurting and in need of your ear or shoulder.  Maybe we serve as greeters or on 
the Trustee Board or maybe we help out at God’s Shelter of Love or in one of the Dove, Inc., programs.  

However, we plant….we plant.  We are, in a way, to carry a bag of seeds strapped over our shoulders and be 
ready at a moment’s notice to drop a seed where the soil is good and ready.  God will do the rest. There is a 
saying I like to tell people, “It’s not my job to get people to believe.  It’s my job to arrange the date, and 
God’s job to help them fall in love.”  Who are they to love? Jesus Christ.  Not the planter, Jesus Christ. 

Jesus said that the harvest is great, but the laborers are few.  The harvest is only great if the planter has been 
planting.  First Baptist Church has a vision to be a family of people who help others, the forgotten and bro-
ken, to experience the love of Christ.  Once people have experienced that love, once people have had that 
seed planted in their heart, it is hard for people to turn away.  They want more. Especially when we all, every 
one of us, are forgotten and broken  in some way.  After all, who doesn’t want love.  I know I do. 

Tomorrow when you leave your home, be prepared to plant some seeds. Carry with you a heart filled with 
seeds of love and freely scatter them to all you come in contact with.  Then stand back and watch what God 
can do. 
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Bench Notes 
 Always a blessing when Spring arrives!  Maybe not so much for those who 
suffer with allergies, pollen, etc., but there is a great of excitement and renewal that 
happens each year as the earth is reborn into its flowering beauty.  We are grateful for 
this season: for the season when the darkness of our lives gives way to Resurrection 
Power – where no longer do we reside in the shabbiness of our old selves but are re-
newed like the earth as we once again celebrate Christ’s victory over death. 

 
 I hope it has been that way for you!  If you were present during our Holy Week and Easter services, we trust 
that you were inspired by what you experienced.  We are grateful to those who sang in the choir, who played       
handbells, who led the children in their songs during worship, who ran the projectors/media, who controlled the 
soundboard so we could all hear….thank you to each of you!  Your faithful service to our Lord is greatly appreciated 
and I believed He was pleased with your offerings of service! 
 
 As we move into our post-Easter time, there are many opportunities on our horizon.  We continue to       
expand our ministry at Lincolnshire Place across the street.  They are so very grateful for the weekday services we 
presently conduct on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays each month.  We also always have a great crowd for our 2nd     
Sunday of the month service there.  It is amazing to witness how music, Scriptures and the spoken word minister to 
them.  Seeing them on a more regular basis has begun a deeper relationship for us with the residents and staff alike.  
It is a marvelous thing!  How blessed we are to have this ministry on our doorstep as we work to serve the 
“forgotten and broken.” 
 
 The Carillon Bell Choir will be playing at Lincolnshire Place on Wednesday, May 17 at 6 p.m.  This is just      
another opportunity for us to minister in myriad ways to our neighbors! 
 
 Plans for MUSICAMP 2017, June 5-9, are nearly in place.   Our theme is Psalm 104:33 “Sing to the Lord.” 
Special guests are scheduled, brochures are printed and staff is working on lessons and activities.  We submitted a 
grant to the Decatur Area Arts Council for funding again this year and are looking forward to their decision.  They 
have been a HUGE advocate for this ministry for many years:  if you ever have opportunity, please let them know 
how much FBC appreciates their support!   
 
On other notes… 

 The Conference for Church Musicians is July 16-22 at the beautiful Green Lake Conference Center, Green Lake, 
WI.  Your MoM serves on the board and will be working there throughout the week.  This is a national church 
music conference for volunteers and leaders of every denomination.  Clinicians will lead adult, youth, children’s 
choirs; teach handbells, orchestra, organ, piano and worship workshops through the week along with             
rehearsals, concerts and reading sessions.  Scholarships are available: see me for more information.  Brochures 
are in the Choir Room.  It would be GREAT to have some Decaturites join me there this year! 

 We appreciate the work of our worship team who continue to be a work in progress.  Each member brings a 
wonderful talent and skill to the group and we look forward to the weeks and months ahead as we lead in     
worship.  Look for some changes in the weeks to come. 

 Worship Ministries Board continues to work on procuring a new keyboard for the worship team – a “stage        
piano” that would be taller and more user-friendly.  The current Clavinova was given in 1991.  We have          
designated memorial gifts that would be used for this purchase.  Watch for more information as the Board 
moves to presenting the decision. 

 
Risen Lord, we are so very grateful for all You have done for us!  Thank You for conquering sin and death and giving 
us victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Guide us in these days that we would live as Resurrection People,               
proclaiming the gospel and serving unselfishly in every way You give to us.  We long to found faithful in Your sight.  
In Jesus’ name, we pray, amen.                                                           — Mike Waltenberger 
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Dear First Baptist Church, 
Thank you for everything you have done for our family.  The meal was excellent.                                  --The Leigh Family 
 
Dear First Baptist Church, 
Thank you for the recent donation of 3 homemade afghans, diapers, wipes, shampoo,  lotion, bibs & clothing to New 
Life Pregnancy Center.  We so appreciate your generosity to this ministry.  We wish you could see the faces of the 
moms, dads, and  children as they receive the generous gift you have placed in their hands. 
                                                                                             --Again Thank you for your donation., New Life Pregnancy Center 
 
Dear First Baptist Church, 
Thank you for your donation of grapes, boxed dinners, canned goods and donuts to  God's Shelter of Love.  Your gift 
enables us to meet the basic physical needs of the women God has sent here, and most importantly, allows us to 
share the gospel of Christ Jesus with them.  Without your help, we could not continue this mission of mercy and 
evangelism.                                                               --May God richly bless you and your loved ones.  God's Shelter of Love 
 
Dear Friends at First Baptist Church, 
Thank you for your donation of leftovers from your YES (Young Enough to Serve)  Bountiful Food Ministry lunch. The 
residents of God's Shelter of Love enjoyed a smorgasbord of delicious entrees, salads, and desserts for dinner.  
Thanks also to Bertha Durbin and Kermit Wade for delivering the food to us.  May God bless First  Baptist Church and 
all of your ministries!                                                                                 --God's Shelter of Love, Ed Bacon 
 
Dear First Baptist Church, 
Thanks for all that you do.                                                                                                 —Love,  Lincolnshire Place Residents 
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May Birthdays 
  2. Pat Alley 
  6. Wilma Smith 
  7. Gary Ferguson 
  8. Addison Hudson 
10. Joan Jenkins 
13. Josh Lydick 
 Tina Monroe 
14. Erin Hudson 
 Kim Rimmel 

17. Bob Redden 
 Paul Weldy 
18. Laura Curlin  
22. Jane Gordon 
22. Peyton Moreau 
22. Cori Stukins 
24. Marcia Juriga 
25. Kate Matthews 
 

Happy Anniversary 

Keith and Diane Guinn 05/04 
James and Amanda Wimmer 05/05 
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May 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 

2 3 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship at             
Lincolnshire 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell Choir 
rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir    

4 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible 
Study 

5 
Office 
Closed 
FBC at 
Good Sam 
Inn 

6 
 

7 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
 

8 
 

9 10 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell Choir 
rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir    
rehearsal 

11 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible 
Study 

12 
Office 
Closed 
 
FBC to 
Good      
Samaritan 
Inn 

13 
 

14 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Lincolnshire 
 
 
 

15 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 
 

16 
 

17 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship at             
Lincolnshire 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell Choir 
Concert  at              
Lincolnshire 
 

18 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible 
Study 
11:30 a.m. 
YES! Senior  
Ministry 
5:30 p.m. 
Trustee Board  

19 
Office 
Closed 

20 
4:00 p.m. 
Bingo Bonanza 
Potato Bar 

21 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Primrose. 
11:45 a.m.  
Christian Ed. Board 
11:45 a.m. 
BOD meeting 

22 
1:00 p.m. 
ABW Circle 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible 
Study 
5:30 p.m. 
BOF meeting 
5:30 p.m. 
Worship  
Ministries 
Board meeting 
6:30 p.m. 
Executive Council 

26 
Office 
Closed 
 

27 
10:30 a.m. 
Journey 

28 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m. 
Life Groups 
 
 
 
 

29 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

30 31 
 

  29 
 


