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 For some time now we have been giving our Sunday morning guests a nice    
travelers mug with the FBC logo.  However, you might not know that inside those mugs 
we now put something I affectionately call “Byte Marks.”  These are bookmark sized 
bytes of  information about FBC.  They are bookmark sized in order to fit in the 
mug.  We include information on the youth program, the children’s  program, our      

vision, our mission, our website, 
and our ministries.  Also  included 
are a few pieces of chocolate        
(I am told a day without chocolate 
is a day without sunshine!) and 
the pastor’s business card.  We 
provide this information with the 

hopes that our guests will see that there is more going on at FBC than just the worship 
service and that there are opportunities for them and their family to plug into the 
church family. 
  Having said all that, I would like for you to consider that each of you, our church 
family, are also walking and talking “Byte Marks.”  Every day you are around other    
people.  Every day you speak to those you come in contact with.  Every day you have 
the opportunity to share what is going on at FBC with someone else.  Every day you have the prospect of  
developing interest in being a part of FBC. 
  However, to do that, you need to know what is going on.  Therefore, reading the bulletins each     
Sunday morning and reading this newsletter, as well as going out to the FBC website and Facebook page, are 
important so that you have something current to which you can speak.  We have a movie night coming 
up.  Do you know when and what is being shown?  We have a new  Widows Ministry starting.  Do you know 
what they hope to do in that ministry?  We have a new Seniors’ Ministry that began in February.  Do you 
know when the next event will be and what the speaker will be talking about? 
 If FBC is to grow we all need to be aware of what is going on and take every opportunity to share that 
with our family, friends, and acquaintances.  All the doorknob hangers and mailed brochures in the world will 
not come close to what a few people can do when they share the love of their church with others. 
  This week, please consider being a walking and talking “Byte Mark” to those with whom you come in  
contact.  There are many, many people who don’t have a church home and who would benefit from the love 
that we can share at FBC.  I am praying you all are the best cheerleaders and witnesses this church has ever 
seen. 
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Bench Notes 

I hope you’ve been able to be in worship each Sunday in recent weeks!  
There have been a few changes as we welcomed our new Worship Team on 
the first Sunday of February.  They began meeting in early January and are 
doing a wonderful job in leading our congregation in songs that we haven’t 
sung for a while.  Members of the team include: Scott Parks, Abigail Turner 
and your Minister of Music on vocals; Gordon Moore on drums, and Nick 

Hamilton on bass guitar.  Nick is 13 yrs. old and a MUSICAMP veteran.  His Mom, Amy Heindselman    
Hamilton, was very active in our youth group during the days of Mike Eggenburg’s ministry.  Nick and his 
sister Jillian, have attended MUSICAMP each summer for many years.  Nick is a very talented young man 
and quite active in his school music program.  We are very grateful to have him in our group – and his bass 
guitar playing adds a great deal to our sound.  Abigail Turner is also a longtime friend to our congregation 
and she is currently studying Vocal Performance at Millikin University.  It is great to have her in the mix! 
 Having the Worship Team expands the repertoire of our congregational singing.  We will still be 
using the organ and piano as appropriate. We’re always interested in songs you’d like to sing: feel free to 
speak to me or put the title of your favorite song on your green Connection Card Sunday morning.  
 The Worship Ministries Board, like all Boards, has been discovering its goals for 2017.  By the very 
nature of our ministry, we have always worked toward meeting goals for worship services, special events 
and yearly activities.  Having the specific focus of “the forgotten and broken experience Christ’s love” has 
helped us hone our vision and direction.  We look forward to the things that the Lord will lead us to in this 
New Year. 
 One of the new things that we begin this month is additional worship services at Lincolnshire 
Place.  Since Lincolnshire Place is one of our specific ministries and with the fact that their facility is across 
the street, gives us a marvelous opportunity to minister to both residents and staff.  While they have 
greatly appreciated our monthly worship services in the past year, the residents have expressed a deep 
desire to have worship services more frequently.  For the next 90 days, we will be holding weekday      
worship services on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of March, April and May.  We will evaluate the success at 
the end of that time, and work with the Lincolnshire Place staff in refining our direction and future.  We 
have also been invited to assist with their annual Car Show that happens in May as well.  Jesus reminds us 
that “whatever you have done to the least of these loved ones of mine, you have done it unto Me.”  While 
we may not have great or immediate response from the residents, we know that they are appreciative of 
our efforts and pray that the Lord is glorified in this ministry. 
 We’d love to have some helpers attend with us on those days.  Please speak to Pastor Ron or       
myself if you are interested. 
On other notes… 
 Based upon information gathered from the congregational survey last fall, our next Concert Series 

event will take place during Advent 2017.  No Lenten concerts or Ash Wednesday service this year. 
 We are working on MUSICAMP 2017, which is slated for June 5-9.  Be sure to attend the Lenten Bible 

Study/Dinner beginning Wednesday, March 1 at 5:00 p.m.  Carillon Bell Choir at 6:30 p.m. with       
Sanctuary Choir at 7:15 p.m. during those weeks.  

 
Thank You, Heavenly Father, for this Lenten season when we once again remember Your great love to us.  
Speak to us through our study, through our worship and through our time in community that we would  
truly learn to love one another as You have loved us.  For Your glory and the building of Your kingdom, we 
pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 

 — Mike Waltenberger 
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March Birthdays 
  1. Leon Mentzer 
  3. Clifford Cook 
  4. Peyton Parrish 
  6. Josh Hudson 
  7. Isaiah Stukins 
  9. Lindsey Wright 
16. Scott Parks 
      Gloria Redden 

 

18. Dave Fleming 
       Jo Robinson 
21. Jeff Cox 
24. Carol Aldridge 
25. Doug Blakey 
      Carla Comerford 
      Jennie Engle 
      Wilma Thompson 
30. Sue Curlin 

Happy Anniversary 

Jack and Sue McClelland  03/21 

Dear First Baptist Church, 
I am sure you already know this, but the volunteers from your church are wonderful! 
I appreciated their help so much at our Valentine’s Day Party. 
They just get right in there and do what needs to be done. 
Thank you for announcing the need for help at Sunday service. 
 
With tremendous gratitude, 
Cathy Kaigley 
Primrose Retirement Center 
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World Day Of Prayer 
Friday, March 3, 2017 

1:00 p.m. 
First United Methodist Church 

201 W. North 
Decatur, IL 62522 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER is a worldwide ecumenical movement of Christian women of many traditions who 
come together to observe a common day of prayer and action each year on the first Friday in March.        
Everyone is invited to attend.  Women, men and children are welcome. Each year a different country serves 
as the writer of the service. This year the women of the Philippines have prepared the service.  We will hear 

stories from several Filipino women. 
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“Starts March 5th” 
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Summer Camp  

Packets are now 

available.   

Please see  

Joan Moreau for  

details. 
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March  2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship at             
Lincolnshire 
5:00 p.m. 
Dinner 
5:30 p.m. 
Lenten Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. 
Carillon Bell Choir 
rehearsal 
7:15 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir      
rehearsal 

2 3 
Office 
Closed 
FBC Serving 
at Good  
Samaritan 
Inn 
1:00 p.m. 
World Day of 
Prayer 

4 
5:00 p.m. 
Dinner & Movie 

5 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
 

6 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 
 

7 8 
5:00 p.m. 
Dinner 
5:30 p.m. 
Lenten Bible Study 

9 
 

10 
Office 
Closed 
 
 

11 
 

12 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Lincolnshire 
12:00 p.m. 
175th Anniversary        
Committee meeting 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship at             
Lincolnshire 
5:00 p.m. 
Dinner 
5:30 p.m. 
Lenten Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. 
Carillon Bell Choir 
rehearsal 
7:15 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir    
rehearsal 

16 
11:30 a.m. 
YES! luncheon 
5:30 p.m. 
Trustee Board  

17 
Office 
Closed 

18 
5:30 p.m. 
Survivors Class 
Party 

19 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Primrose. 
11:45 a.m.  
Christian Ed. Board 
11:45 a.m. 
BOD meeting 

20 
 
 

21 
 

22 
5:00 p.m. 
Dinner 
5:30 p.m. 
Lenten Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. 
Carillon Bell Choir 
rehearsal 
7:15 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir       
rehearsal 

23 
5:30 p.m.  
BOF meeting  
5:30 p.m. 
WMB meeting 
6:30 p.m.  
Executive  
Council 

24 
 
Office 
Closed 

25 
10:30 a.m. 
Journey 

26 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m. 
Life Groups 
12:30 p.m. 
Bowling & Lunch 
 
 
 
 

27 
1:00 p.m. 
ABW meeting 

28 29 
5:00 p.m. 
Dinner 
5:30 p.m. 
Lenten Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. 
Carillon Bell Choir 
rehearsal 
7:15 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir       
rehearsal 

30 31 
Office 
Closed 

 


