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One of the worst feelings in the world is the feeling of being alone.  While everyone needs time to 

themselves once in while, no one wants that to go on and on and on.  Loneliness is horrible.  That is because 
we were designed for relationships.  One of the most meaningful and wonderful parts of life is to be in a 
deep relationship with others.  But such relationships can also be scary.  Will they like me when they know 
the real me?  How do I keep from letting them down? Will I be hurt? How do I act? Where do I find someone 
I can trust? The great news is that God ‘s desire for us is to have significant relationships , to be a part of a 
family, and to be able to share our lives with others and with Him.  As we work and play together God wants 
us to depend on Him for our source of love.  

Yet, life is not so simple or easy.  In life we face fear, anger, mistrust, selfishness, and a whole host of 
other experiences.  All these feelings are a result of our disconnection from God.  We so easily forget that He 
is the source and try to do it all on our own. This is why it is so important for us to remember the story of 
God and how God’s story is interwoven with our own. 

Fortunately, God has given us the Bible.  As we return to the Bible, time and time again, we are      
reminded that God loves us and wants us to experience a rich and fulfilling life.  We are reminded that God 
sent a Son so that we might be in an intimate relationship with Him.  We are reminded that we need never 
be alone.  Never. 

Unfortunately, so many “Christians” don’t really know what the Bible has to say.  Either due to a lack 
of reading the Bible or because the Bible can be difficult to understand, many don’t know about or fully     
understand the Good News of Jesus Christ.  God’s good news did not just start with the arrival of Jesus.  It 
started at the very beginning….with God Himself. 

A healthy church is a group of people who are seeking to know God and apply what they learn into 
their lives.  To that end First Baptist Church will try something new.  Starting on July 9th, I will be preaching 
through a book called The Story.  This is an abridged version of the Bible. It is selected verses that tell the 
story of God and His people in chronological order. It is not a replacement for the full Bible, but merely a tool 
that can be used to better understand God’s Word. 

I am very excited to go with you on this new adventure and learn together what God would want us 
to know about His character, His will for us, and His will for the church.  We will be purchasing books in June 
so if you have interest in having one of your own please fill out the green Connection Card on Sunday        
morning or call the church office (875-8034). 
 No matter our age or experiences, we are always able to learn more.  Please pray with me that       
together we will grow in our faith, grow in our relationship with God, and grow in our relationship with each 
other.  To God be the glory, 
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Bench Notes 

Psalm 104:33 – “I will Sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as 
long as I live.” This is our theme verse for MUSICAMP 2017 “Sing to the Lord.”  
We anticipate with great joy the week that lies ahead June 5-9.  As of this 
writing, (the week before Memorial Day) we already have more than 50        
children enrolled.  With students and staff coming from Macon Resources   
combined with the traditional number of walk-ins on the first day, 2017 is  

shaping up to be an extraordinary year in MUSICAMP history. 
 We look forward to several new guest artists to be with us this year as well as leaders from other 
years who bless us each time with their creativity and talent.  Tony Capps will lead our campers in a      
choreography routine and Hannah Bradshaw has some amazing art projects to do with them as well. 
 The Decatur Area Arts Council has once again approved grant funding for our program!  Praise the 
Lord for their support ($1100. this year) and for the many years they have helped fund this ministry.    
Others have been most generous in supporting MUSICAMP and we are grateful for their support as well.  
MUSICAMP continues because of the faithful leadership of the volunteers and the fulfillment of the 
church’s mission to reach people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 Registrations are still open: if you know of a child grades K-6 who would enjoy this program, please 
contact the church at 875.8034 or register online at www.decaturfbc.com. 
 On other notes: 
 We continue to hold monthly Sunday worship services at both Primrose and Lincolnshire Place.  

Thanks to the Diaconate Board for their help in preparing the element for the Lord’s Supper each  
quarter. 

 Pastor Ron and I have also been conducting Weekday Worship Services on the first and third Wednes-
days of each month.  Our 90-day trial period is over and we are planning to continue that ministry with 
a possible expansion of weekly services beginning in September.  We would love to have folks join     
us – to read Scripture, give the meditation, help lead the music or simply to be there to visit and greet 
the residents.  Please speak to me if you’d like to give any of that a try.  Lincolnshire Place is MOST 
grateful for our ministry with them.  It is amazing that we have these two opportunities across the 
street from us! 

 The Carillon Bell Choir gave a concert at Lincolnshire Place on May 17 and did a great job.                  
The residents were most appreciative as was the staff.  We had a full crowd of folks and saw some new 
faces as well.  Thanks to the Choir for sharing their gifts! 

 Our Worship Team continues as a work in progress!  We are grateful for the Wilbur Wright Music    
Memorial which provided the new Yamaha CP4 Stage Piano.  It is a great blessing and will enhance our 
worship for many years to come!  You may notice that Bob Ground has joined us, playing rhythm     
guitar.  It is great to have him in group! 

 
Heavenly Father: We thank You and give You praise for all the blessings that You continually give.  For life, 
breath, and the opportunities to serve You, we are most grateful.  Change our hearts and spirits to be like 
Yours – that we would truly love others as You have loved us.  Let us reflect our Savior in everything that 
we do, in our speech and in the manner we live our lives, that You are honored and glorified in it all.  For 
Your glory and the building of Your kingdom here, we pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 

—Mike Waltenberger 
                                
 

              

http://www.decaturfbc.com
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June Birthdays 
  2. Dean Herriott 
  3. Seth Hood 
  6. Jon Hunley 
  7. PJ Patterson 
  8. Kyle Jenkins 
10. Phyllis Randolph   
 Marcia Wimmer 

11. Mikhaila Ingram 
17. Mason Gillespie 
22. Debbie Fleming 
25. John Patrick 
26. Michael Waltenberger 
28. Miriam Jackson 
30. Matthew Ingram 

Happy Anniversary 

Becky and Mike Rusk   06/07 

Janet and Gary Gray  06/11 

Barb and Doug Blakey  06/24 

Dear Church Family, 

I would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation for the thoughtfulness 
presented to us and the love we have been given during our time of  bereavement. Your       
prayers, calls and visits have meant so much to us.   Allow me to express my most heartfelt 
thanks for the fantastic dinner that you prepared for us.  Thank you. 

                                                                                                                                                               - - Genny McMillan and Family 

Dear Friends at First Baptist Church, 

Thank you for your gift of muffins, pop, and dessert mixes to God’s Shelter of Love.  Without help from Christians like 
you, we could not continue to offer much-needed food and shelter, in addition to the good news of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. May God bless you for caring about the hurting and homeless women and children who come to GSOL. 

                         —Sincerely Ed Bacon, Executive Director 
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175th Anniversary 

Committee Meeting  
Sunday, June 11, 2017 

12:00 noon-1:00 pm   Conference Room 

The Board of Trustees will be Spring 

Cleaning.  If you have any personal 

items in the church, please take them 

home so they won’t be mistakenly      

donated.  If you have any questions, 

please contact the Trustees. 

Hawaiian Tropical Theme Pulled 

Pork, Ice Cream Bar and Movie.   

For all ages  

 Bring a friend. 

Saturday, June 3, 2017 

5:00 p.m. 
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Honor or Memorialize Someone Special 

With Flowers For Sunday Morning Worship 

Open Sundays Floral Sign Up 2017-18 

Name_______________________________________________ 

In Memory of:________________________________________ 

   OR 

In Honor of:__________________________________________ 

Date 1st Choice_______2nd Choice_______ Any Sunday_______ 

I will Take Flowers_______ Please Use However Needed_______ 

Special Instructions____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Dates Open (Circle Date You Would Like) 

Floral Cost $ 35 

Other Sizes and Dates By Special Request 

A confirmation and payment envelope will be mailed to you the month prior to your order  

Your date will be reserved the same Sunday each year until you notify office 

Thank You For Your Support 

Floral Committee 

06/04/17 01/14/18 4/29/18 

07/30/17 02/04/18  

08/06/17 03/18/18  
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June 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

  1 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible 
Study 

2 
Office Closed 
FBC at 
Good Sam Inn 

3 
5:00 p.m. 
Family Movie 
Night 
 

4 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
 

5 
9:00 a.m 
MUSICAMP 
2017 

6 
9:00 a.m 
MUSICAMP 
2017 

7 
9:00 a.m 
MUSICAMP 
2017 

8 
9:00 a.m 
MUSICAMP 
2017 

9 
9:00 a.m 
MUSICAMP 
2017 
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11 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Lincolnshire 
12:00 p.m. 
175th Anniversary  

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible 
Study 
11:30 a.m. 
YES! Senior  
Ministry 
5:30 p.m. 
Trustee Board  

16 
Office Closed 

17 
5:30 p.m. 
Survivor Class 
Party 

18 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Primrose. 
11:45 a.m.  
Christian Ed. Board 
11:45 a.m. 
BOD meeting 

19 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible 
Study 
5:30 p.m. 
BOF meeting 
5:30 p.m. 
Worship  
Ministries 
Board meeting 
6:30 p.m. 
Executive Council 

23 
Office Closed 
 

24 
10:30 a.m. 
Journey 
K-4th Grade Camp 
at Lake Springfield 
Baptist Camp 

25 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m. 
Life Groups 
 
 
 
 

26 
1:00 p.m. 
ABW Circle 

27 
YES! Senior 
Ministry to 
“The Beef 
House” in 
Indiana 

28 
 

29 30  


