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I like to burn meat. Yep. You heard it here first, folks. I like to burn meat. I think the 
more common phrase is “grilling out,” but whatever you call it there is something about 
cooking meat over an open fire.  But not just meat, veggies too.  Hey, I am an equal   
opportunity burner.  Potatoes and carrots in butter…..hmmmm….nothing like it.  I think 
part of it, for me at least, is the smell.  When Donna and I go on evening walks you can 
always tell when someone in the neighborhood is grilling out.  That aroma just floats 
through the air and dances on my nose. 
 

Ok, ok, so I am getting a bit….silly here. But you know what I am saying when I say there are some smells that 
just make you smile. I love the smell of lilacs or a spring morning after a fresh rain or the kitchen after some 
heaven-made chocolate chip cookies are born.  I have no doubt that a few aromatic items come to your 
mind right now that you really enjoy. 
  
Well, God is like that too.  We are said to be made in the image of God and I wonder if the sense of smell is 
one of the areas in which we are similar.  In God’s Word, in particular the book of Leviticus, we are told that 
He loves the aroma of sacrifices given to Him. In that particular book, God is actually referring to real          
sacrifices placed on an altar. But as we move through the Bible we also gain the understanding that God also 
loves the “aroma” of any sacrifice given to Him and in His name.  While the “sacrifice” might not be an       
animal on an altar, it might be time in prayer or time in God’s Word or a long list of activities in which we 
serve one another and love on someone else.  God smells the generosity of such giving and He is so very 
pleased. 
  
You and I, we go through life and we might from time to time, wonder whether we are pleasing God.  If you 
can genuinely and honestly look at what you are doing and believe that it is done with the love of Christ in 
your heart and with God on your mind, then you can have no doubt He is smelling the aroma of a wonderful 
sacrifice. 
  
Summer is a season filled with all kinds of smells and odors.  Some we enjoy, some not so much.  That is true 
of God as well. Some He enjoys, some not so much.  As each of us move through whatever season of life we 
find ourselves in, may we consciously and intentionally be producing a pleasing and soothing aroma to our 
God.  May our very lives be a pleasing aroma to Him. 
  
And if, at some point, that aroma includes your grilling out and you need someone to help taste your         
creations, don’t hesitate to call. I can be there in ten. 
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Bench Notes 
                                

As I pen these words, it is a beautiful day here in central Illinois.  How  
delightful to see the crops growing across our parking lot.  They are way 
past the “knee high by the Fourth of July” standard that I always heard 
growing up.  Amazing to watch the progress that seems to happen       
almost overnight at times. 

 But then we could wonder: “As the fields are growing and maturing, where am I?  Am I 
moving along in my faith journey with Jesus Christ or am I satisfied where I am?”  Scientists will 
tell us that not growing is not life.  We continually need to grow and change – not only as our 
physical bodies change (cell reproduction, etc.) but our spirit needs continual care. 
 There is a great opportunity to grow and mature as we begin our study on “The Story.”  I 
hope that you have signed up for the small group study.  If not, be sure to faithfully do the reading 
each week.  While we think of summer as the “season of rest”, it is actually a great opportunity to 
stretch our faith and grow deeper in relationship with the Lord and with each other.  Let’s commit 
to doing this and see what God has in store for us! 
 MUSICAMP 2017 was 3 weeks ago – and thanks be to God, it was a HUGE success.  We 
had 132 children enrolled (that is nearly TWICE our regular registration) and we had a fabulous 
week of music, creativity, art, movement, snacks, and fun!  A follow-up letter has gone out to all 
the families.  It was amazing to see the smiles and joy each day.  Our staff were OOTW (Out Of 
This World) and they brought much energy and joy to MUSICAMP each day.  We are grateful for 
the $1100 funding from the Decatur Area Arts Council who supported our guest artists.  It was a 
great week: soli Deo Gloria – “to the glory of God alone.”  Thank you to everyone who supported 
it financially, who came out and helped and for all of you who prayed for us each day.  It truly was 
something “God alone could do.” 
On other notes: 

 We are blessed to have the addition of acoustic rhythm guitar to our Worship Team.  Bob 
Ground grew up at FBC (his grandmother was Connie Ground) and he is a wonderful part of 
our band.  Please introduce yourself to him and express your appreciation. 

 Our choirs are on summer hiatus: thanks to everyone who so faithfully supports those        
ministries.  We are looking for both singers and handbell ringers for the fall.  If you are         
interested in either of those, please speak to me.  I’d be glad to give you a “handbell tutorial” 
and show you the ropes. 

 I covet your prayers as I travel to Green Lake, WI for the Conference for Church Musicians 
later this month.  My duties this year include accompanying the Children’s Choir and serving 
as Liaison for the Youth and Organ Clinicians and myriad other tasks.  At the conclusion of 
this year’s Conference, I will move into my role as president of the Fellowship of American 
Baptist Musicians. 

 Thanks to everyone for the really wonderful birthday I had a few days ago!  Cards, treats from 
staff, the Worship Team’s surprise Pie Night and the terrific cake from Gary and Becky       
Ferguson’s favorite bakery in Peoria were all terrific!  How fun to celebrate and share that 
cake at the Beef House with YES!  Thank you, everyone.  It was a birthday to remember! 

 
Gracious Heavenly Father, in this season, please find us busy working on our relationship with 
You and with each other.  Open our hearts to Your Spirit – and to those around us that we might 
genuinely love each other as You love us.  Open our eyes to see those that we need to serve; 
and give us the courage to make a difference for the kingdom of God, all for Your honor and     
glory.  Amen. 

—Mike Waltenberger 
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Dear YES members of First Baptist Church, 

Thank you for your gift of prepared food to God’s Shelter of Love.  And a special thanks to 

Gary Ferguson for delivering it.  It made a wonderful smorgasbord meal for our eight          

residents and two staff members on Thursday night.  We cannot thank you enough for the 

gifts that enable us to minister to homeless women and families with the love of Christ.  

Please pray that our residents would receive the love and forgiveness offered through Jesus 

and that our staff would seize every opportunity to communicate that love to the precious 

women and children that God has drawn here.                          

                                                                                   —Sincerely, Carol Sampson, House Supervisor 

Dear First Baptist Church, 

The family of Connie Nickey thanks you for your kind expression of sympathy.  Thank you for 

serving lunch and being there for my family.                                                               —Joan Nickey 

 

Dear First Baptist Church, 

On June 2, we attended a funeral for our cousin, Connie Nickey.  We know Connie loved her 

church and was proud of the 175 year longevity.  Thank you to all who made and served the 

food.  It was all very delicious.  So good that I came home and looked thru my cookbook I     

received from Connie and Nancy that the church put together.  That’s right, someone from     

Arkansas is cooking your recipes.  Thank you again.  It helps us knowing she had God and a 

wonderful place to worship.                                                     —Sincerely, Wayne and Vickie High 

 

Dear First Baptist Church, 

We would like to thank all the ladies of the church who prepared the food and set up every-

thing.  The food was very delicious and we really appreciate all you did for us.  May God bless 

each and everyone of you in a special way.  Again thank you so much. 

            —Emma Jean Morr and the family of Connie Nickey 
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July Birthdays 
  1. Stefanie Moreau 
 Jordan Stukins 
  3. Gary Gray 
  6. Polly Bilyeu 
10. James Wimmer 
14. Tim Wimmer 
15. Ellen Ritchie 

17. Kyle Cardinal 
19. Matthew Wimmer 
21. Helen Kingston 
22. Jay Burrus 
 Stephany Smith 
22. Murel Wright 
31. Jeff Rusk  

Happy Anniversary 

Ruth and Carroll Doolen 07/15 

Diane and Paul Weldy 07/08 
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How to Help Your Friends and Family  

with Dementia and Alzheimer's 

Thursday, July 20, 2017 | Pot Luck 11:30 am | Program 12:30 pm | 1:30 Activity | All Welcome  Bring a 
Guest | Special Program Speaker, Elizabeth Wells of the Alzheimer’s Association  



7 

If you are interested in going to Senior Day at Lake Springfield, please call the office.  YES! will help you  

coordinate transportation and reservations. 
More information to come when we learn how many would like to go as a group.  Our own member, Scott 

Parks, will be performing the concert. 
  
Hey Senior Adults - this camp is for you!! You won't want to miss this! We are so excited about our 2017  

Senior Adult Day Line Up!! Mark your calendars! Invite your friends! Share this post to let folks know!  

It's going to be a great time 



8 

Honor or Memorialize Someone Special 

With Flowers For Sunday Morning Worship 

Open Sundays Floral Sign Up 2017-18 

Name_______________________________________________ 

In Memory of:________________________________________ 

   OR 

In Honor of:__________________________________________ 

Date 1st Choice_______2nd Choice_______ Any Sunday_______ 

I will Take Flowers_______ Please Use However Needed_______ 

Special Instructions____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Dates Open (Circle Date You Would Like) 

Floral Cost $ 35 

Other Sizes and Dates By Special Request 

A confirmation and payment envelope will be mailed to you the month prior to your order  

Your date will be reserved the same Sunday each year until you notify office 

Thank You For Your Support 

Floral Committee 

07/30/17 02/04/18 06/04/18 

08/06/17 03/18/18  

01/14/18 4/29/18  
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July 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

    
 

1 
 

2 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
 

3 
 

4 
Independence 
Day 
Office Closed 

5 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship at 
Lincolnshire 

6 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 

7 
Office Closed 

8 
 

9 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Lincolnshire 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 
 

14 
Office Closed 

15 
5:30 p.m. 
Survivor Class 
Party 

16 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Primrose. 
 

17 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 
 
 

18 
 

19 
11:00 a.m. 
Worship at 
Lincolnshire 

20 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 
11:30 a.m. 
YES! Senior  
Ministry 
5:30 p.m. 
Trustee Board  

21 
Office Closed 
 

22 
 

23 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m. 
Life Groups 
11:45 a.m.  
Christian Ed. Board 
11:45 a.m. 
BOD meeting 
 
 

24 
1:00 p.m. 
ABW Circle 

25 
YES! Senior 
Ministry to 
Lincoln  
Museum 
Springfield, IL  

26 
 

27 
8:00 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 p.m. 
BOF meeting 
5:30 p.m. 
Worship  
Ministries 
Board meeting 
6:30 p.m. 
Executive Council 

28 
Office Closed 

29 
 

30 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
12:00 p.m. 
All Church Picnic 
Quarterly Business  
Meeting 

31      


