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Well, if you can believe it, one month has already passed us by, but what a wonderful month it has been.  Not 
only has our Sundays been filled with wonderful worship and Bible study, we have had the blessing of     
hearing our ministry partners talk about their work in our community and how we might partner with them.  
New Life Pregnancy Center spoke about how precious life is and how lives are literally being saved through 
their Christ-centered work.  God’s Shelter of Love spoke of the needs of the homeless in our community and 
how they are being assisted in very basic and important essentials, such as shelter, employment, and food.  
DOVE spoke of supporting those effected by domestic violence, teaching children important life skills,  
providing clothing for children, emergency help for those financially-challenged, and many other services.  At 
the time this article is being written it is also planned for Lincolnshire and Primrose to speak about the      
wonderful services they provide to our senior citizens.  
 
2017 is the launching of our mission to grow the kingdom of God and our vision of doing that by helping the 
forgotten and broken experience the love of Christ.  That means that we are called to actively assist the many 
in our community who are in need.  While we might not be able to eradicate poverty, homelessness, 
addiction, abuse, and other issues, we can be the vessel through which Christ uses to change lives for the 
better.  Jesus came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10) and it is our mission to do the same wherever we 
can.   
 
Additionally, we have seen the popularity of the morning coffee and snacks in our Gathering Hall grow.  It  
appears the intent of increasing our fellowship and relation-building before the worship service through the 
addition of the coffee station has proven successful.  We also had a well-attended Christmas lights tour that 
required us to borrow another bus just to accommodate the over 30 who enjoyed the tour and meal.  We now 
have a new Sunday evening Bible study for January and February and then a Lenten Bible study in March 
and early April.  There is a family game night planned in February and a Maundy Thursday service in 
April.  There are many other activities planned in the coming weeks and months so please keep close watch 
over the church calendar, either in this newsletter or on our website. 
 
Our vision is to take the church to the people and to be the church to the people of our community.  That 
means we have Christ-centered activities at our wonderful facility and we go out into our neighborhoods with 
the love of Christ.  I truly believe as we come to understand better this new vision God will bless us in ways 
we just cannot not imagine right now. 
 
Be encouraged and know that our God is greater than any challenges we currently face.  Don’t tell God you 
have a big problem --- tell your problem you have a big God.  Together we can be the body of Christ we were 
meant to be.  Praise be to the Lord on High! 
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Bench Notes 
 This month brings some exciting changes in our music ministry 
and worship.  We have always used a variety of musical styles in our 
worship services: everything from sacred literature to folk hymns as 
well as contemporary praise and worship music. 
 In the congregational survey completed last fall, you indicated 
that you appreciate that the variety of musical offering allows the     

worship service to incorporate a blend of styles.  One way in which we seek to enhance this is the        
development of a Worship Team that will contribute on a regular basis Sunday mornings. 
 Our theology of worship includes the concept that, 1) first of all, whatever we do, it should 
be done to the very best of our abilities; and 2) the Holy Spirit can speak through ALL kinds of  
elements – even the ones that are perhaps not our personal favorites. 
 Each Sunday morning, we strive to present worship elements that will connect to as many 
worshipers as possible.  Some people love the organ music, others prefer the piano: still others 
connect through the work of a choir.  Then there are those who are most connected through the 
leadership of a worship team.  Our job as worship planners, is to follow God’s leading and        
direction as we plan and pray for the weekly experience.  God, once again, can use anyone, and 
anything, to speak His Word.  The task for us is to be open and willing to receive what He has for 
us. 
 Notice too, that many Sundays are built around the “theme du jour.”  The Scripture lesson 
and sermon themes are enhanced by the particular hymns and songs that the congregation 
sings, by the music of the choir and often, the handbells, and in the service music (prelude,       
offertory, postlude.)  
 Be sure to be in worship every week: we look forward to the new things that are planned 
this month.  Pray for those who will lead and plan, and ask for God’s direction and blessing as we 
seek to move in the direction that He leads. 
 On other notes… 

 Thanks to Ryan Gilbert, Barbara Green’s grandson, for his wonderful singing on Jan. 22 with 
the choir on “He Never Failed Me Yet.”  He did a wonderful job and we are so grateful to him 
for being part of our choir. 

 There are openings for folks to join our choir.  We have some snowbirds who are gone for a 
while, and the loft is a little empty.  If you like to sing and can commit to an hour each week, 
please speak to me.  You don’t have to a member of the church to be in the choir – and there 
are no auditions! 

 There is also an opening for a Low Bass bell ringer in the handbell choir.  It’s a good aerobic 
exercise and a fun group to be part of!  Let me know if you are interested and I’ll give you a 
tutorial. 

 We continue our monthly worship services to Lincolnshire and Primrose facilities.  If you would 
like to assist in those efforts at any time, we would appreciate your help immensely.  Both 
places appreciate our presence with them – and they are two of our special interest            
ministries.  Prayerfully consider joining us in these endeavors! 

 
Loving Heavenly Father, thank You for the many blessings You have given already in this New 
Year.  We have seen answers to prayers, Your healing hand upon the ill and knowing Your      
Presence in times of difficulty and joy.  Help us to be open as You continue to lead us in this time: 
let our hearts and spirits resonate with Yours as we seek to be Your people, Your Church, in this 
place.  We ask this gratefully in the name of Jesus, our Savior, amen. 
 

Mike Waltenberger 
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First Baptist Church, 
We, Heart and Soul, greatly appreciate the contribution of $345.00 you made in honor of Minister   
Appreciation.  We are grateful that you thought of us and our ministry of music. 
                                    — Blessings, Donald Martin 

Director, Heart & Soul Choir/Minister of Music, Central Christian Church 
Dear Pastor Ron, 
Thank you for the inspiring service about God’s plan for all of us.  I appreciated the opportunity to share 
DOVE’s role in the work of Christ’s Mission.  Thank you for the many ways FBC collaborates with DOVE to 
serve this community.                                                                                                    —Christine Gregory, DOVE, Inc. 

LENTEN MEAL AND BIBLE STUDY 

Starting on March 1st Pastor Ron will be leading a Bible study regarding the last words Jesus 

spoke as he hung dying on the cross.  The words of a dying person are considered to be of 

greater importance, how much more the words of our Savior?!?!  For six Wednesdays we will 

have a meal starting at 5pm, the study starting at 5:30pm, and the evening concluding by 

6:15pm each evening.  Please plan on attending and invite a friend along for some wonderful 

food and a very interesting study.  This will be excellent preparation for the coming Maundy 

Thursday service (April 13)  and the Resurrection Sunday service (April 16). 
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February Birthdays 
  2. Janis Long 
  7. Terry Porter 
       Larry Porter 
  9. Jack McClelland 
10.  Diane Weldy 
12. Donna Mueller  
      Connie Nickey 
14. Barbara Green 
16. Gavin Moreau 
 

 

19. John Pease 
20. Martha Burrus 
24. Sandy Constant 
      Carol McCoy 
      Eugene Randall 
26. David Olson 
27. Phillip Blakey 
      Ellen Ryan 
28. Eleanor Varner 

Happy Anniversary 

Larry and Sandy Constant 02/13 

David and  Ruth McElwee 02/17 

Get well wishes to Connie Nickey   

Connie’s address is: 

Barnes Jewish Hospital South 

One Barnes—Jewish Hospital Plaza 

St. Louis, MO 63110 

Room 6341 
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New Life Pregnancy Center News: 

Is God calling you to minister to young women facing unplanned  

pregnancies? Are you committed to the sanctity of all human life? If so, 

New Life Pregnancy Center has a place for you! New Life will be     

holding a training session for new volunteers on February 25 from 

8:00am to 5:00pm. Training will be held at New Life Pregnancy Center, 

1698 East Pershing Road in Decatur. For additional information, or to 

register, please call New Life Pregnancy Center at                                  

872-5556. Registration deadline is  Wednesday, February 22. 
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The Board of Christian Education  is looking for donations of used wooden building 

blocks and Play-Doh.  If you would be willing to donate these items, please bring 

them to the church office. 

Summer Camp  

Packets are now 

available.   

Please see  

Joan Moreau for  

details. 
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February  2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

2 3 
Office Closed 

4 
 

5 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
4:30 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study 

6 
9:30 a.m. 
Staff Meeting 

6:00 p.m. 
Youth,       
Children and 
Families  
Committee 
meeting  at 
460 Dawson 
Road 

7 8 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

9 
6:00 p.m. 
Board of Finance 
meeting 

10 
Office Closed 
 
 

11 
9:30 a.m. 
Calendar Planning 
Meeting 

12 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Lincolnshire 
4:30 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study 

13 
 

14 
11:30 a.m. 
Seniors  
Valentine 
Dinner 

15 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

16 
5:30 p.m. 
Trustee Board  

17 
Office Closed 

18 
4:00 p.m. 
Family Game 
Night 

19 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m.  
Life Groups 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship at Primrose. 
11:45 a.m.  
Christian Ed. Board 
4:30 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study 

20 
Office Closed 
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22 
6:00 p.m. 
Carillon Bell 
Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Choir rehearsal 

23 
5:30 p.m.  
Board of  Finance  
5:30 p.m. 
Worship  
Ministries Board  
5:30 p.m. 
Diaconate Board  
6:30 p.m.  
Executive  
Council 

24 
 
Office Closed 

25 
 

26 
9:30 a.m.  
Worship 
10:45 a.m. 
Life Groups 
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