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April 2nd  
Maundy Thursday Service 

7:00 p.m. 
 

April 5th 
Sunrise Service 
and Breakfast 

7:00 a.m. 
 

April 19th   
Worship Service at Primrose  

at 11:00 a.m. 
 

April 19th   
Trustee Board  

 11:45 a.m. 
Christian Ed Board  

11:45 a.m. 
Diaconate Board  

12:00 p.m. 
Youth Leadership Board 

2:15 p.m. 
 

April 23rd  
Finance Board meeting 

5:30 p.m.  
Worship Ministries Board 

meeting 5:30 p.m. 
Executive Council 

6:30 p.m. 
 

April 26th 
Quarterly Business Meeting 

12:00 p.m. 
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First News 

Our Staff 
Larry Mason 

Interim Pastor 
lmason1945@comcast.net  

 
Mike Waltenberger 
Minister of Music 

mwaltenberger@comcast.net  

 
Rory Green 

Youth 
rorygreen22@gmail.com 

 
Tina Erwin 

Office Manager 
decaturfbc@comcast.net  

 
Richard Moreau 

Custodian 
richardmoreau@sbcglobal.net  

 

 

Updated calendar at 
www.decaturfbc.com 
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As I sit on our deck with my morning coffee I can see its spring because of the birds. Not only are there 
more varieties, but they are singing louder and seem to be more active. Pam came out with me a few 
days ago and we were watching about 30-40 birds that landed near us, and both of us thought of spring 
time in our home in Indianapolis. In spring our backyard resembled the old Alfred Hitchcock movie, 
“The Birds,” about huge flocks of birds that took over and attacked the people of the small Bodega Bay 
hamlet. Our backyard somewhat resembled that movie when a hundred or so recently hatched and 
very noisy baby birds hopped around our yard screaming for someone to feed them. 
 
Actually, I miss our backyard in Indianapolis as much as anything. Our fence backed up to a large 
common area with lots of trees. As a result we had birds of all types, as well as possums, raccoons, 
rabbits, squirrels, and a cat or two. Pam and I loved sitting out back of our house and admire the wildlife. 
The last year we were there we were surprised when a blue and yellow parakeet flew into our yard and 
began eating the bird food we had put out. Obviously it had gotten loose from a cage, and Pam was so 
worried about how it could survive that she bought a yellow bird cage (to go with the bird’s colors of 
course), and put the cage on our deck with the cage door open and birdseed inside. She had read on 
the internet that if you have a loose parakeet, it might be a good idea to buy a cage. That way, if the 
bird is afraid to be out in the big, bad world, it just might find its way in to the cage where it can be safe 
and cared for. Let me tell you, from observing this bird over the course of just a few days, it was not 
afraid of anything. On the first day it flew into our yard it started eating the bread Pam put out as though 
it had always been fed bread as a part of its daily diet. It wasn’t unusual to see that little parakeet peck 
a much larger starling just to get them out of the way of the food. Within days it was just a part of a 
large contingency of sparrows, woodpeckers, blue jays, finches, robins, and starlings that invaded our 
yard on a daily basis looking for food and water. Every morning we would see this yellow streak come 
in for food, along with the other assorted brown and blue birds we were used to seeing. Pam finally 
gave up worrying about the parakeet, and eventually even sold the bird cage at a community garage 
sale. 
 
Maybe all of us could learn a little from my parakeet visitor, things like always being open to new 
experiences and not being afraid to try them out. Or we could surround ourselves with people who may 
be a little different from us. Who knows, we might appreciate the variety and maybe even learn 
something new. But most important, never let anyone clip your wings. How else will you be able to soar 
like eagles, see all that God has planned, and join the Holy Spirit’s work here at First Baptist Decatur? 
 
Holy Week begins in just a few days and there are several ways that you can worship through this very 
important week in our Christian calendar. I hope you join us on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday, two 
days that help us celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Maundy Thursday is a special evening worship 
to help us as we remember Christ’s agony and resolve on Thursday and Friday. Come early Easter 
morning and celebrate with a 7:00 am worship and breakfast planned by our youth. God is great and 
good, and there is no better way for us to experience that than through our worship together.  
       --Pastor Larry 
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Bench Notes 
“The LORD is risen!...He is risen indeed!”   As you read this, we are completing our 
journey to the cross and Christ’s resurrection once again.  Many of you journeyed with 
us from our Silent Communion experience on Ash Wednesday, through the Monday 
night Bible study with Pastor Larry on the meaning of the Resurrection, to our 
remembrance on Maundy Thursday and finally to the glory of Resurrection Sunday.  
Thank you for your participation and we pray that this time is just a new beginning of a 
deepening faith for each of you. 
 Thanks to everyone who worked to make the Music For Meditation concerts a 
success.  We had great crowds, wonderful music and a team of volunteers who are the 
best!  Thanks to each of them.  Nearly 500 people came into our building during this time 
– with the majority of them from the community. 
 MUSICAMP 2015 is coming up June 8-12.  Our theme this year is 
“LightSHINE”….based upon Matthew 5:16 “Let your light shine before others that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  Since this is our 25th year, 
there are a couple of special events planned, including a glass art project, calligraphy, 
creative movement, and learning to play recorders.  We will apply again for a grant from 
the Decatur Area Arts Council and will celebrate with anniversary T-shirts, special 
cupcakes and the favorite Ice Cream Truck.  A talent show is scheduled along with Celtic 
band Switchback.  It will be a FABULOUS week.  Brochures will be available shortly.  
On other notes… 

 Much appreciation to the choir, bell choir and special guests for their wonderful 
music during Lent and Holy Week.  You blessed our worship experiences in so 
many ways and we are grateful. 

 Our commissioned choral anthem, “We Come to Say ‘Thank You’” was premiered 
on March 15 by our choir.  It will be released for publication and purchase later this 
month.  Pepper Choplin presented us with a great piece of music and it has already 
received much attention and acclaim.  I am most humbled by your kindness in 
honoring me in such fashion.  Thank you! 

 Continued thanks also to Pastor Larry for his wonderful ministry and care with us 
during our interim period.  You have endeared yourself to us in many ways and we 
are blessed! 

Thank You, Lord God, for the assurance of eternal life with You. Make us 
truly “Easter People” who live and proclaim salvation through Jesus.  In His 
name we pray, amen.                           –  Pastor Mike 
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Ada Tharp Circle will meet April 14, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. 
at Church. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  1 Jarod Juriga 
  2 Jared Knuckles  
 Gracey Smith 
  3 Amanda Tackett 
  4 Aubrey Kingston 
  6 Shirley Masten 
  7 Mike Ryan 
  10 Dale Thompson 
 

 

22 Becky Rusk 
23 Janet Oyler  
24 Kelly Erwin 
25 Jerald Jackson 
26 Chuck Beams Jr. 
 Doug Drake 
28 Wiek Priyatmo 
30 Joan Nickey 

Mission of the Month for April 
God’s Shelter of Love 

 

Items needed: 
Coffee/ Creamer & Sweetener  Trash bags (13 & 20 gallon) 
Tea       Laundry/Dishwasher detergent 
Kool-Aid      Bleach 
Hand soap     Pudding/Jello 
Shampoo/Conditioner   Tuna/Chicken/Hamburger Helper 
Deodorant      TP 
Ibuprofen/Tylenol/Aspirin   Zip lock bags (quart size) 
 

12 Helene Mounts 
 Terri Pease 
 Lillyanna Weldy 
13 Joe Alley 
 Sue Hall 
14 Betty Pritchett 
18 Noah Wimmer 
20 Alex Hudson 
21 Patrick Nickey 

 

Rev. French’s candidate weekend will include a meeting with church 

officers and board chairmen on Saturday, April 11th at the church from 

12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., then a reception for the entire church from        

2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Sunday, April 12th, Rev. French will preach, and 

there will be a special business meeting following worship to vote.  A 

welcoming reception will follow. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 

5:30 p.m. T 135 
6:00 p.m. Carillon 
Handbell Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
Choir Rehearsal 

2 
7:00 p.m. 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

3 
Good Friday 
Office closed 
 
 

4 

5 
Easter Sunday 
He Lives! 
7:00 a.m.  Sunrise 
Service and 
Breakfast 9:30am 
Worship  
10:45 am Bible 
Study   
 

6 
3:30 p.m. Staff 
Meeting 
 

7 
 

8 
5:30 p.m. T 135 
6:00 p.m. Carillon 
Handbell Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
Choir Rehearsal 

9 10 
Office closed 
 

11 
IDA Class Party 
to Springfield 
Meet and Greet 
Rev. French 
12:30 p.m. 
Officers and 
Boards 
2:00 p.m. 
Reception for 
entire church 

12  
9:30am Worship 
Special Business 
Meeting 
10:45 a.m. Bible 
Study 
4:00 p.m. The 
Block 

13 
 

14 
1:00 p.m. Ada 
Tharp Circle  
6:00 p.m. Youth 
Bible Study 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Office closed 

18 
 

19  
9:30am Worship 
10:45 am Bible 
Study 
11:00 a .m Worship 
at Primrose 
11:45 a.m.  
Trustee Board 
meeting 
11:45 a.m. 
Christian Education 
Board meeting 
12:00 p.m. 
Diaconate Board 
meeting 
2:15 p.m. Youth 
Leadership 
meeting 
4:00 p.m. The 
Block 
 

20 
3:30 p.m. Staff 
Meeting 
 

21 
 

22 
5:30 p.m. T 135 
6:00 p.m. Carillon 
Handbell Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
Choir Rehearsal 

23 
5:30 p.m. 
Worship 
Ministries Board 
meeting 
5:30 p.m. 
Finance Board 
meets 
6:30 p.m. 
Executive 
Council 

24 
Office closed 
 

25 
Survivor’s Class 
Party in the 
Fellowship Hall 

26 
9:30am Worship 
10:45 a.m. Bible 
Study 
12;00 p.m. 
Quarterly Business 
Meeting 
4:00 p.m. The Block 
 

27 
3:30 p.m. Staff 
Meeting 

28 
6:00 p.m. Youth 
Bible Study 

29 
5:30 p.m. T 135 
6:00 p.m. Carillon 
Handbell Choir rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
Choir Rehearsal 

30   


