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Dear Friend, 

We were taking a walk together --- my wife and my two daughters.  It was a 

beautiful summer day; you know, the ones where the temperature is just right, the 

breeze is nice and cool, and the sun is just enough and not too much.  We were just 

talking and walking when out of nowhere comes a dog running straight for us.  There 

was no way of telling if the dog was friendly or mean, but make no doubt about it, it 

was coming straight for us.   

 

My oldest daughter, who was walking just ahead of us, maybe about age five at the 

time, saw that dog closing the gap at a rapid pace and immediately turned around, 

with fear on her face, ran to me, and held her arms up.  She knew where safety was   

--- in my arms --- and she took full advantage of that in a moment when she felt she 

needed it. 

 

Fortunately, the dog was friendly, but my daughter wanted no part of getting down until 

the dog was long gone. My daughters are now in their twenties; one engaged, the oth-
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er married.  They don’t run to my arms any longer.  They have grown up and moved 

on, and that is as it should be. I am not complaining, just stating a reality.   

 

My arms are no longer big enough to hold them up.  The safety that I give them now 

comes mostly from my heart via my words.  With that reality comes the reality that my 

ability to provide for them has now changed significantly.  While I remain their father, 

and we love each other dearly, my ability to influence their safety and well-being and 

be in their lives consistently has diminished.  They make their own decisions now and 

deal with their own consequences.  When the dogs run at them, I am hundreds of 

miles away.  My arms just aren’t there for them like they used to be. 

 

Yet, as their father I do have the ability to influence their lives as long as they will let 

me, and I will always love them enough to want the very best for them.  I am now in 

my late fifties and I have learned a thing or two in that time.  I have learned things in 

my life that I think might help my daughters in their lives, so I continue to try to teach 

them what I know, praying that they will take them to heart but leaving it to them to do 

as they see fit. 

 

As I reflect on my life, there are seven things that I would want my kids to know, seven 

things that I think will have a dramatic and positive effect on their lives if they were to 

embrace them as their own.  In my reflection I see that I was not all that good at 

teaching these things when they were growing up, but I am not giving up.  I also have 

much to learn, and I pray that my daughters will yet receive these seven things in the 

manner of love they were intended and live them out in their own lives as I strive to 

live them in mine. 

 

I hope that you will be encouraged to share them with your family or come up with 

your own list.  Our lives are so very short, and our opportunity to influence others for 

the best is very limited, so we must be intentional.  My intention is to continue to pass 
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these live-giving ideals to my children till my dying breath. 

 

#1 
Money is a gift, not a god.  I read that back in 2014 

Americans spent over $70 billion on lottery tickets.      

Everyone wants to get rich quick.  Yet when you read 

about big lottery winners, by far the majority of them end 

up in ruined lives:  marriages fall apart, children fight over 

their piece of the pie, friends try to get in on the windfall, 

bills mount up, and lives are destroyed. Money will never 

buy happiness.  Chasing the almighty dollar might result 

in a strong financial situation, yet all too often a terrible life 

situation.  

 

There is nothing wrong with money.  We all need some, 

but it should never become our master or an idol we   

worship.  It must be looked at as a tool given to us by God 

so that we might build a right life before Him, nothing 

more; as a tool we often share with others who need a 

helping hand once in a while.  

 

When we can honestly live as a manager of God’s gifts rather than the owner and 

consumer of them, we will experience a life free of the bondage that money can      

impose.  Let me say it again, money will never buy happiness. 

 

 

No one can serve 

two masters.      

Either you will 

hate the one and 

love the other, or 

you will be        

devoted to the one 

and despise the 

other. You cannot 

serve both God 

and money.  

       Matthew 6:24 
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#2 
Jesus is a gift and a God.  God the Father sent us His son, Jesus, so that we 

would be free of bondage to sin, saved by His grace, and blessed in a future with Him 

forever.  It was a gift God did not have to give us. We don’t deserve it.  We can’t earn 

it. But God loves us so much that He sent his Son to wash us clean of our sinfulness.  

He tells us that all who believe that Jesus is their Savior will 

have eternal life with God in heaven.  It is the greatest gift ever 

given, and it is yours just for the asking -- grace given through 

faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus is God in person, the walking, talking person of God sent 

to save us and teach us and, ultimately, to change our lives for eternity8 FOREVER!  

The greatest gift ever given!!! 

 

#3 
Share your air with those who are suffocating.  If you believe that Jesus is the 

Savior of mankind sent to us by God the Father, then at your moment of belief you   

receive the Spirit of God.  In both Greek and Hebrew, the languages of the Bible, the 

word for “Spirit” can also be translated as “breath.”  You could say that at our moment 

of conversion we are given the Breath of Life8 real life8the best life8 a Godly life8 

a changed and transformed life. 

 

If that is true, then living for Christ is the best way of living.  If God’s Holy Spirit truly is 

living within you, why wouldn’t you want to share that with others who do not yet know 

Jesus?  If only through Jesus we will find a life of joy and peace and strength and 

love, why wouldn’t we want others to experience that too?   
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If you saw a truck bearing down on your friend or even a stranger and did nothing but 

watch as the truck killed them, what a horrible person you would be.  If Jesus is our 

salvation – saving us from an eternity of hellfire and pain – wouldn’t we want to share 

with them the Breath of Life we have so that their future would also be one of beauty 

and joy? 

 

If you have air, let’s make sure we aren’t walking around holding our breath.  There 

are people around us who desperately need CPR. 

 

#4 
Desire God’s Word as you desire air.  You are going to base your life and the 

decisions of your life on something.  If you believe that your own wisdom and          

experience is enough to get you through life, well, then, whatever the world teaches 

you, you will use as a basis for your         

decisions.  The world is filled with people 

who are not perfect and often fail in one 

way or another.  And as time goes on, what 

was true to them today might be false to 

them tomorrow or vice versa.  The world’s 

truth changes as the world changes.   

 

Slavery was not only accepted, it was expected. For centuries nations around the 

world said slavery was not only good but absolutely necessary to survive.  Prior to our 

own American Civil War were those who proclaimed the United States economy could 

not survive without slavery.  We know that to be false today, but it wasn’t always that 

way. 

 

There are many “truths” of the world today that will one day be proven false.        
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However, I am not aware of a single Truth in God’s Word that has ever been proven to 

be false.  God’s Word is Truth that does not change8ever. It was true way back when, 

it is true today, and it will prove to always be true. 

 

Seems to me that if I am going to base my life on something, I would prefer it not be 

shifting like the sea but be steady and solid like a rock.  God’s Word has never failed 

me, and it will never fail you.  Read it.  Desire it. Live it out. Love it. You will find your 

choices are so much better for you and your family than using what the world calls 

“truth.” 

 

God’s Words are powerful and full of wisdom and strength that we need every day   

because we are making thousands of choices each day and they will affect the content 

of our lives – for good or bad.  The words we live by matter. 

 

#5 
Know and use the eleven most powerful words.  Some time back I came up with 

eleven words that I try to use often.  I believe these eleven words to reflect what God’s 

Word says. 

 

Although I am still working on using them consistently, I am getting better. I honestly 

believe that regular use of these words 

is life transformative.  I encourage you 

to add them into your conversations 

every single day. 

 

♦ “Thank You!” – Who doesn’t like to 

be told thank you? Who doesn’t like 

to be appreciated for something they 
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have done?  Our lives are so busy that we miss what is going on around us.  It’s 

time we pause and consider the beauty others are placing in our lives and thank 

them for their generosity. 

 

♦ “Please forgive me.” – I am not perfect. And guess what, neither are you.  We 

make mistakes8often. Own up to them.  Ask for forgiveness and save yourself 

from walking around with regrets the rest of your life.  If done with a humble heart, 

most people will forgive you when you ask. 

 

♦ “I forgive you.”  -- Did I mention I’m not perfect and neither are you?  When    

someone asks for forgiveness, forgive them; really forgive them.  That doesn’t 

mean you forget. It does mean you no longer harbor ill will for them.  I suggest 

praying for them after you say you forgive them. Regular prayer for someone will 

soften your heart and grow the seed of forgiveness within you if it isn’t there        

initially. 

 

♦ “I love you.” – Who doesn’t love to hear that?  I know I do.  If you love someone, let 

them know that.  Actions are great; words are great too. Both are necessary. Don’t 

leave one out because you are doing the other.  Tell them. It makes them feel 

good, and it does wonders for you too. 

 

I challenge you to wake up every morning considering how you might use these 

words throughout your day.  Doing so will make you a huge blessing to those who 

hear them. 

 

#6 
Joy comes in the morning.  There are a couple of things that I mean by this. 

First, let me say that there is great value in delayed satisfaction.  We are a society of 
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“I want it now!”:  fast food, Google, credit cards. Our society says, “You can have it 

right now, so why don’t you go for it?”  But that causes us to go into debt. That causes 

us to constantly be thinking about satisfying our pleasures right away, and when we 

don’t get them quick enough, we get mad.   

 

Patience, we are told, is a virtue, but no one lives that way.  Heck, if I want to be going 

70 and the car in front of me is going 65, I get mad.  “What’s the holdup?” I yell. 

Speed8 fast8now.  Some things are worth waiting for, and some things should never 

be gotten in the first place.  Let us all be careful that we don’t rush into things we 

might regret.  Let us take our time and make wise decisions with what resources we 

have. 

 

Secondly, life is not always going to be great. Sometimes it will be good, fair, bad, or 

just downright horrible; it happens to us all.  As we deal with the worst times of our 

lives, we will most definitely be leaning on 

someone or something to help us through. 

What do you lean on when times are tough?  

Your spouse? Your friends? Your job? Yourself?   

 

I often lean on myself all too frequently, but I 

would like to think that eventually I realize that 

this difficulty is a way of my being taught  

something, that I can learn from this trouble if I 

lean on God instead of my own way of thinking.  God sees things differently than I do.  

He sees best, so why not look through His eyes?  

 

I have found when I slow down enough to consider where my true source of strength 

comes from – from God – I will then seek Him in the midst of my pain.  I have now had 

the struggle of watching both my parents die, years apart, in slow, painful                 
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circumstances, painful for me, that is.  I don’t wish that upon anyone.  Yet, in both 

times I found a strength in Jesus that I did not possess, and I found joy in the morning. 

While life will not always be easy on this earth, Jesus walks with us and talks with us 

in the journey and tells us that there will be joy, full and complete joy, one day.  No 

matter what we experience, he never leaves us, never stops loving us, and never 

stops leading us to that day of joy. 

 

So don’t give up; there will be joy in the morning.  Never stop believing. Never stop 

leaning on God. Never stop loving the God that loves you so very much. 

 

 

#7 
Never stop loving.  We live in a very broken world: wars, protests, fear, crime, 

hatred.  It has always been that way ever since Cain killed Abel.  This world doesn’t 

need more evil; it does just fine generating its own.  We don’t need more wisdom. We 

don’t need more programs.  We don’t need more labor and hard work.  We don’t need 

more finances or a religious revival.  What we need is more love.   

 

Jesus said that every law of God’s is founded on this one thing: “Love your neighbor 

as yourself.”  It’s just that simple8and that       

difficult.  I find that I fall greatly short on this one. 

More than any of the other seven things, this one 

challenges me.  As much as I want to do it, I find 

myself selfish, self-centered, and wanting it to be 

all about me and my pleasures. Oh, if there were 

ever a deep, deep need of mine, it is that the Holy 

Spirit would make me a more loving person. 
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The world needs more loving people.  Greed we got.  Pride we see all around us.  “It’s 

all about me” is never in short supply.  Hatred, jealousy, envy, and criticism are gangs 

that roam every street.  And lust, well, let’s just say it thrives in the shadows of every 

heart.   

You want to make a difference in your short time on this small rotating globe?  Then 

love someone who doesn’t even know you. Love someone who hates you. Love 

someone who will never even be likable, let alone lovable. And love the people 

around you.  Love is a currency that is accepted in every nation of the world, even if 

they don’t know it yet. 

 

 

 

If you have read this far, congratulations. You have reached the end.  I thank you for 

reading my thoughts on this. I pray for my girls often that their lives will be full and rich 

in the blessings, grace, mercy, and love of our heavenly Father.  I pray, too, that you 

will find value in these words and consider what legacy you are leaving behind. 

 

If my children were willing to pick up those seven things and truly live them out, I 

would feel I have succeeded as a father.  But then, it’s not about me, is it? 

 


