
Sunday morning Jeff and I were awoken to 
the sweetest blessing! I have been waiting                
for this for weeks and I knew it would be a 
special moment for us. And it was! Ricky                
and Lucy are now parents to 11 of the cutest 
little ducklings I have ever seen! (See photo) 

I have given each of our new babies names 
that start with the letter “J”. Meet Jasmine, 
Jewel, Juliet, Josie, Jordan, Jett, Jimmy,  
Johnny, Justin, Jasper and last but not least, 
and certainly the most independent and                     
energetic (he’s already getting into trouble)    
Jeffrey! 

The ducklings stay in the nest for at least 10 
hours while they dry and get used to using 
their legs. Then, usually in the early morning, 
their mama leads them to water. Bad weather 
may delay this exodus, but the sooner the 
ducklings get to water to feed, the better their 
chances of survival. They cannot survive 
without their mother, and take 50-60 days     
before they fledge and become independent. 
The nest is abandoned, although if it is close 
to the feeding area, the family may continue 
to use it for brooding and roosting.  

I am so impressed and touched by how           
protective Lucy is with her babies. She is  
constantly watching over them and actually, 
she seems just a bit nervous. Last night right      
before the sun went down we watched her 
climb up on top of “my rock” (See April 18 
devo) in the pond and all 11 babies followed. 
It isn’t a big rock, but she fit on it perfectly 
and all of her babies scurried underneath her 

and she covered them with her feathers. If            
we hadn’t watched her we wouldn’t have                 
even known she was there! She was really                
camouflaged and her babies were hidden under-
neath her.  

The one that quacks me up the most is Jeffrey. 
He is so full of energy and Ricky (papa) is al-
ways having to reign him in and back to the 
flock. Forgive me, but the comparison is just               
too much! LOL 

While my own Jeffrey is almost always being  
led by the Holy Spirit, he like all of us can              
allow our independence and ideas get the best              
of us and we get into trouble. When we aren’t 
consciously  following God’s guidance even            
our good intentions can sometimes cause us to 
get too deep in the waters and we have to paddle 
back to shore.  

When I watch Lucy’s babies flitter to her every 
time I approach the pond, I am reminded that        
we too need to run to our heavenly Father every 
time we feel threatened or in fear. It’s easy to 
picture a physical refuge protecting us from 
some danger, but how can we make God, whom 
we can’t see, our refuge? We start by just asking 
Him. No matter what our circumstance, the               
safest place to be is always in the center of 
God’s will. He promises to be our refuge                
according to Psalm 91:4; “He will cover you 
with His wings. And under His wings you will 
be safe. He is faithful like a safe-covering and  
a strong wall.” It is when we turn to God for 
help or protection, we begin to know Him as our                 
refuge.  

I think it is accurate to say that Lucy is a refuge 
for her babies. And I know it is accurate to say 
that God is our refuge. Knowing God as our            
“safe covering and strong wall” enables us                 
to trust Him more freely. We need not fear pan-
demics, challenges, Satan or people who threaten 
our well-being, whether in  a physical or spiritual 
sense. There is nothing we will ever face that is 
out of God’s control, so the best place to be,              
always, is right with Him under His protection.  

While all 11 of Ricky and Lucy’s babies are            
absolutely adorable, I must confess I am partial 
to Jeffery! ;) 

In His Grace, Lynda 

“He will cover you with His wings.                                            

And under His wings you will be safe.                          

He is faithful like a safe-covering and                                    

a strong wall.”   Psalm 91:4 


