
Oregon and Washington have 15 different types of 
bats! Bats are flying mammals that can reach speeds 
of 20 to 30 mph. Some of these species migrate 
south in winter while some remain here and hiber-
nate. Bats have ecolocation which allows them to 
make high-pitched sounds then listen to the echo of 
those sounds to locate where objects are. Echoloca-
tion helps them find even the smallest insect. 

So unless I have small insects in my crazy hair, I 
don’t know why I was being attacked by one the 
other night. I don’t care to go into the hot tub when 
it’s dark. I will once in a while, but for the most part 
I prefer to see my surroundings in the day light. But 
this week I made the adventure out into the hot tub 
in the dark. It was a beautiful night too. Jeff and I 
were commenting on the cloud formations that were 
above us when the bats started to appear. At first 
they were keeping their distance and we were                
marveling at how the high flexibility of their wing 
allows them to make 180-degree turns in less than 
half a wingspan length. It is fascinating to 
watch….from a distance. 

A couple of the bats became curious as to what was 
in the hot tub. As they started darting and circling 
around toward us I decided it was time to get out 
and go inside. Jeff didn’t seem to mind at all, but 
come on, let’s be honest, my hair on it’s best day is 
perfect for a bat’s nest of their own! As I was   
climbing out of the hot tub Jeff shouted “Watch 
out!” Now usually that would be something that he 
would think is humorous and in his loving way he 
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would be making fun of me needing to go inside be-
cause of the bats. But then within a nano second I felt 
the swoosh go by my head. That darn bat circled 
around as fast as it could and came right toward my 
head! My screams could be heard a mile away and my 
arms were flying as fast as the bat’s wings! And for  
the record, I do not care to see their babies flying 
around here anytime soon!  

This incident reminded me of spiritual warfare for the 
Christian. Too often we are darting this way and that 
way trying to avoid the flaming arrows of the devil. 
C.S. Lewis says “If you haven't met Satan  recently, 
you are probably going his way!” The truth is I am 
constantly fighting the devil when it comes to tempta-
tions. Those temptations look different for all of us. 
Like the bat that was trying to attach himself to my 
head the other night, the devil throws fiery darts of 
gossip, selfishness, pride, greed, hate, and apathy my 
way. Like the bat attack, I dart this way and that way 
flinging my arms in the air trying to avoid them. But 
when I leave it to my own powers that be, I tend to fall 
for his evil schemes. And it isn’t my hair that ends up 
in a mess, but my spiritual life. 

There are two primary errors when it comes to spiritual 
warfare; over-emphasis and under-emphasis. Some 
blame every sin, every conflict, and every problem on 
demons that need to be cast out. Others completely  
ignore the spiritual realm and the fact  that the Bible 
tells us our battle is against spiritual powers, i.e.,          
“For our struggle is not against flesh  and blood,             
but against the rulers, against the authorities,  
against the powers of this dark world and against             
the spiritual  forces of evil in the heavenly realms”           
Ephesians 6:12. The key to successful spiritual                 
warfare is finding the biblical balance.  

The secret is really no secret at all. Our focus should 
be on God and His power, not the devil and his           
flaming arrows of temptation. For the true Biblical  
balance on how to fight spiritual warfare please read 
Ephesians 6:10-18.  

This week our country is seeing evil in many forms. 
Racism, violence, rioting, hatred and injustice. Not  
only do we need to be praying for our country, but we 
need to stay close to our Savior, Jesus Christ. We need 
to put on the armor of God daily. We need to reach out 
and show love, not violence or hatred.  

I look forward to the time when righteousness and           
justice will be the order of the day, and injustice will 
be banished forever. Until then, I hope you will all  
join me in staying close to Jesus, putting your armor on 
daily, loving others, and praying for our  country.  

In His grace, Lynda 

  


