
“And now these three remain: faith,    

hope and love. But the greatest of                      

these is love.”  1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

 

 

When I was growing up I loved the song “What 
the World Need’s Now Is Love.” It was at the 
tail end of the “hippie movement” and everyone 
was singing that song. It starts out with these 
lyrics; “What the world needs now is love, sweet 
love, its the only thing that there's just too little 
of. What the world needs now is love sweet 
love, no, not just for some but for everyone.”  
And while there were many things about the 
60’s and 70’s that were not so virtuous for sure, 
that song had the right words, just the wrong 
kind of love. 

The world has always needed more love. There 
is enough hate to last for thousands of years! 
And it doesn’t seem to be getting any better. It  
is in times like these, when our world has been 
compromised (COVID-19) that we become   
frustrated, depressed, angry, and feeling hope-
less, and we see human nature at it’s worst. We 
can act out those frustrations, etc… in very                  
destructive ways. This week has been proof of 
that in the news that started in Minneapolis and 
is now blanketing our country. It has been a                 
disturbing week! 

Until the world gets on the same page with 
Charlie Brown we will not have the right kind  
of love. Love is core to God’s character and  
central to the Christian life. The law of Christ is 
to love God and love others. Love permeates all 
that God does and should infuse all that we do.   

“Love never fails .” One of the reasons that love 
is the greatest gift is that it is essential to God’s 
nature.   

Sometimes even as Christians we excuse our lack 
of love for those that we deem unlovable. Jesus 
said this in Luke 6: 32-33:“Do you think you                  
deserve credit for merely loving those who love 
you? Even the godless do that! And if you do 
good only to those who do you good-is that so 
wonderful? Even sinners do that much!” (TLB) 

Those are very difficult Words for us sinful                     
humans to digest, aren’t they? We ask ourselves; 
“Why would I love someone that is so hateful? 
Why would I forgive someone that  isn’t re-
morseful? Why would I take care of the people 
who don’t take care of themselves?” God’s Word 
gives us the answer to those questions: “But God 
demonstrates His own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”                    
Romans 5:8.   

Unfortunately there will always be injustice and 
violent retaliation until Jesus comes back. We 
Christians have a responsibility to handle every-
thing that comes our way, whether it be a pan-
demic, racism, rioting or any thing else, in love. 
It is our responsibility to live out our faith and 
hope in the love of Christ. This doesn’t mean we 
condone sinful behavior, but it does mean “true 
love” starts with us. “We love because He loved 
us first.” 

And when we love others in spite of their lack    
of lovability, God’s Spirit shines through us. He 
is glorified, others are edified, and the world sees 
Christ in us. And we will start to see less racism 
and hatred. Less violence and rioting. And more 
love for our fellow brothers and sisters of the   
human race.  

When our focus is on loving others as Jesus 
loves, then we will shine in this world.   

So Peppermint Patty, Love is a man named                  
Jesus, just like Chuck said. And I pray we all can 
learn to share Jesus with this needy world. “And 
now these three remain: faith, hope and love. 
But the greatest of these is love.”                                            
1 Corinthians 13:13 

In His grace, Lynda 

 


