
Today is Memorial Day. Memorial Day is a federal 
holiday in the United States for honoring and  
mourning the military personnel who have died  
while serving in the United States Armed Forces. 
The holiday is now observed on the last Monday            
of May, having been observed on May 30 from 
1868 to 1970. 

Many people visit cemeteries and memorials on    
Memorial Day to honor and mourn those who died 
while serving in the U.S. Military. Many volunteers 
place an American flag on graves of military         
personnel in national cemeteries. People fly the 
American flag on their porches in the United States 
to honor those that have fought for our freedoms 
and lost their lives while doing so.  

Memorial Day weekend is typically full of parades, 
flag ceremonies and other large group activities to 
honor fallen military heroes, but during the      
COVID-19 pandemic, the nation has had to find     
alternative ways to commemorate the sacrifices of 
those who have died while serving the country. And 
one of the ways that I am going to show honor to 
these heroes is to send out a personal thank you to 
those that I know and love that have served, and by 
the grace of God, didn’t have to sacrifice their lives 
for my freedom.  I will then lift them up in prayer to 
our heavenly Father.  

I found this quote from the New York post very dis-
turbing; “Less than half of Americans know the true 
meaning behind Memorial Day, according to a new 
survey. The survey of 2,000 Americans revealed 
just 43 percent were aware it’s a holiday honoring 
those who died in service while in the US Armed 
Forces.” Strike what I said about that quote being 
disturbing. It is heartbreaking! 

 

“But God demonstrates His own love                  

for us in this: While we  were still                     

sinners, Christ died for us.”   Romans 5:8 

But isn’t that the case when freedoms are taken for 
granted? It is tragic that more than half of all   
Americans have no idea why they live in a land that 
allows them the freedom to express themselves, be 
themselves, think for themselves, and enjoy free-
dom of speech, religion and the press. How many 
Americans even know the First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution i.e., the freedom of religion?   
Memorial day is to honor and pay tribute for all of 
those men and women that lost their lives to defend 
our freedoms. Freedoms for me and you, but not the 
people we honor today. They paid the price for us. 

So it is with the freedom we receive through the 
blood of Jesus Christ. For us as Christians, this day 
should have an even deeper meaning. Many of the 
same values that our nation hopes to nurture and the 
traits military members are challenged to represent 
are consistent with those perfectly modeled for us 
by our Savior, Jesus Christ. He was the ideal           
example of service and sacrifice. Paul reminds us  
in Romans 5:8; “But God demonstrates His own 
love for us in this: While we  were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 

Jesus was born to die for you and me so that we 
could be free! Clearly, Jesus paid the ultimate price 
for our freedom. That price was His own life, the 
shedding of His own blood, the sacrifice of His own 
body. Because of His sacrificial death, each person 
on earth has the opportunity to receive freedom 
from sin, death and the devil. We all have an       
opportunity to live freely in God’s grace and mercy.  

Memorial Day is a day we remember. We remem-
ber names, faces, sacrifices. We honor those that 
have paid for our freedoms as American citizens. 
And as Christians we also remember every single 
day Jesus’ death on the cross to pay for our sins, so 
we have the freedom to live eternally as citizens of 
heaven.  

Why is it that the things that are free are the things 
that we take the most for granted? It is so sad to 
hear that 57 percent of Americans don’t even know 
why we celebrate Memorial Day. We live in a  
country that has so many freedoms. And the greatest 
freedom of all is our freedom of religion. No one 
can tell us what or who to worship. My prayer is 
that this Memorial Day you not only honor and 
thank God for those men and women that gave their 
lives for our freedoms, but I pray that we also re-
member every day to honor and thank Jesus for His 
sacrifice on our behalf so that we can live in      
freedom eternally! 

In His grace, Lynda 


