
Isn’t that just the cutest face? Seriously, who    
couldn’t love it? Alpacas are members of the       
camelid family. People often confuse alpacas with 
llamas. While closely related, llamas and alpacas are                 
distinctly different animals. Llamas are primarily 
used for packing or for guarding herds of sheep or 
even alpacas, whereas alpacas are primarily raised 
for their soft and luxurious fleece. 

Alpacas do spit like all members of the camelid   
species, but they are safe and pleasant to be around. 
They do not bite or butt and do not have sharp teeth, 
horns, hooves, or claws, as other types of livestock 
do. They move gracefully and skillfully about the 
field and are therefore unlikely to run into or over 
anyone, even small children. Basically they are  
adorable harmless creatures that are fairly inexpen-
sive to care for and produce a beautiful luxurious 
fleece once a year! 

While saying hi to the three Alpacas across the street 
from our driveway yesterday I was reminded about 
the childhood rhyme; “Mary Had A Little Lamb”. 
For the rest of my walk (which is about 35 minutes) I 
couldn’t get it out of my mind! When a song, phrase, 
rhyme, etc...gets into my head I usually try to equate 
it with something of value. It’s determined to stay in 
my brain, so I might as well find it useful! 

One of my favorite (I know, I have many) Scriptures 
is found in Isaiah 1:18; “Though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.” 

“Though your sins are like scarlet,                    

they shall be as white as snow;                      

though  they are red as crimson,                     

they shall be like wool.”  Isaiah 1:18 

How beautiful to know that when we are covered 
with the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, we are 
as white as snow.  

And then there is Psalm 51:7; Where David says; 
“Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.” Do 
you know what hyssop is? Hyssop, an herb in   
the mint family with cleansing, medicinal, and 
flavoring properties, was prolific in the Middle 
East and was used in a variety of ways. In Psalm 
51:7, David isn’t talking about a medicinal pur-
pose. And he wasn't asking for a mint-flavored 
drink. He was speaking spiritually. He is asking 
God to cleanse him spiritually as he confesses his 
sins. I find it interesting the hyssop also appears 
at Jesus’ crucifixion, when the Roman soldiers 
offered Jesus a drink of wine vinegar on a sponge 
at the end of a stalk of hyssop (John 19:28–30). 

“Mary Had A Little Lamb” is a nursery rhyme 
first published in 1830. The poem was inspired by 
Mary Sawyer. Yes, Mary had a lamb and it did 
indeed follow her to school, and at the encourage-
ment of her brother, this resulted in the poem 
which is still recited by children generations later. 
I can’t say for sure, but I don’t think Mary was 
thinking about Jesus or Isaiah 1:18 when she 
wrote this beloved rhyme. But yesterday on my 
walk, well, the parallels of Jesus and me were 
loud and clear. The Lamb of God shed His fleece 
of blood on the cross to cover me and that makes 
me white as snow.  

I am sure I am not the first one to compare this 
childhood nursery rhyme to Jesus. But it is clear 
and personal as to just how precious the Lamb of 
God is to us. It’s amazing how just saying hi to 
three friendly Alpacas can bring me face to face 
with my Redeemer and Savior. Just like their 
amazing, soft, luxurious fleece can cover us and 
keep us warm, the priceless blood of our Savior 
covers us and makes us clean.  

White as snow, white as snow 
Though my sins were as scarlet 
Lord, I know, Lord, I know 
That I'm clean and forgiven 
 
Through the power of Your blood 
Through the wonder of Your love 
Through faith in You 
I know that I can be 
White as snow. 
 

In His Grace, Lynda 


