
 Some people don’t think that it is necessary or 
even Biblical to have to befriend someone in order 
to share the Gospel. But I have to disagree. If you 
are genuinely loving your neighbor then you would 
want to become their friend. I am not saying that 
we have to “befriend” any and every one that we 
share God’s Truth with, but I do think if it is in our 
means and God has put someone into our direct 
path, we then have a responsibility to show them 
what the love of Christ looks like by our actions at 
the very least. If not with our words, then with our 
acts of love and generosity.  

So who is our neighbor? Our neighbor is anyone in 
our proximity that we can share God’s love with. 
Our neighbor is anyone that God places in our 
path. It is important for us to understand what true 
love is. We love people by truly seeking out what 
is best for them. Loving others doesn’t mean we 
have to agree with everything they say or do, nor 
does it mean acting in ways that always gain their 
approval. Loving our neighbor means attending to 
their needs, both physical and spiritual.   

This is often easier said than done. And it is up to 
us to figure out how best to love people who can 
sometimes seem very unlovable, or even hostile 
toward us. The greatest way we can love our 
neighbors, even the ones that seem like enemies to 
us, is when we act toward them with a heart that 
first loves God. We love our neighbors out of a 
pouring out of God’s love for us and as a way of 
showing our love toward God. “The love of Christ 
compels us…..” 

Mark 12:31 says: “The second is this: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment 
greater than these.” Being a good neighbor can 
happen in a million different ways. It’s important 
to ask: Who is my neighbor? How can I connect 
with others and show them the hope I have in 
Christ? As Christians, we are defined by our                     
beliefs and how we live out our faith in front of 
others. Our actions reveal our faith to a dying and 
hopeless world. We look to Jesus, God’s Holy 
Word and the Holy Spirit to teach and inspire us to 
be good neighbors in our words and our actions.  

The cookie isn’t the goal, although I do hope my 
neighbors like my cookies. Reaching out and  
touching your neighbor is the goal. And in this 
world we all need to strive to be better neighbors, 
especially for Christ` sake. And that my dear 
friends, is how the cookie crumbles! 

In His grace, Lynda 

 

“The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no commandment 

greater than these.”   Mark 12:31 

Welcome to my kitchen filled with aroma and taste, 
but most of all God’s love and grace! On the menu 
today:  Dark Chocolate Peanut Butter Cookies 

Who doesn’t love cookies? There are endless                   
recipes available today for any and every kind of 
cookie you can think of too. 

“In America, a cookie is described as a thin, sweet, 
usually small cake-like round disc. By definition,                
a cookie can be any of a variety of hand-held,                 
flour-based sweet cakes, either crisp or soft. Each 
country has its own word for “cookie.” Cookies are 
called biscuits in England and Australia, in Spain 
they’re galletas.  Germans call them keks or Plzchen 
for Christmas cookies, and in Italy there are several 
names to identify various forms of cookies                        
including amaretti and biscotti, and so on. The name 
cookie is derived from the Dutch word koekje, 
meaning “small or little cake.”  Biscuit comes from 
the Latin word bis coctum, which means, twice 
baked.” (https://whatscookingamerica.net/History CookieHistory) 

Cookies have always been one of my favorite ways 
to introduce our family to our neighbors when we 
would move into a new neighborhood. I find it to be 
a very easy and friendly way to let others know that 
we have moved into the area and we want to be a 
friend and not a foe. It really made things easier 
when our dogs wouldn’t stop barking or my kids 
had just picked me a beautiful bouquet of flowers-
from their flower garden.  

Whether it be cookies or a loaf of fresh baked bread, 
it doesn't really matter so much what you are                               
delivering to your neighbor, you just want them to 
know that you care. 

But more importantly, we are here to share the                
Gospel with those that do not know Jesus. In order  
to do that we have to build a relationship with our      
neighbors if we want our message to touch them in 
the right way. 



Lynda’s Recipe for Dark Chocolate Peanut Butter Cookies 

Ingredients:   

3/4 cup creamy peanut butter                                                                                                    
1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened                                                                                                          
1/2 cup sugar                                                                                                                              
1/2 cup brown sugar, lightly packed                                                                                                       
1 large egg                                                                                                                                         
1 teaspoon vanilla extract                                                                                                                                   
1 1/4 cups flour                                                                                                                               
1/2 cup old-fashioned oats                                                                                                                             
1/2 teaspoon baking soda                                                                                                                                                    
1/2 teaspoon  salt                                                                                                                       
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
 

Ganache 

2 oz dark chocolate, finely chopped                                                                                                         
2 oz heavy whipping cream 
                                                                                                       

Instructions:  Preheat Oven to 375oF 

In the bowl beat the peanut butter, butter, sugar and brown sugar on medium speed until light 
and fluffy. Scrape the bowl down and beat in the egg and vanilla. 
 

In a separate bowl, combine the flour, oats, baking soda, salt and cinnamon.  With the mixer on 
low, add the dry ingredients slowly, until combined. 
 

Chill the dough for 2 hours. Roll the chilled dough into 3 dozen balls, making sure they're all the 
same size. Place on a parchment lined baking sheet, two inches apart, and flatten slightly with a 
fork. 
 

Bake until lightly golden brown, about 10-12  minutes.  Cool for several minutes on the pan, 
then carefully transfer the cookies to a wire rack to cool completely. 
 

For the ganache, place the chopped chocolate in a bowl.  Warm the cream until it simmers, then 
pour the hot cream over the chocolate.  Let stand for three minutes, then stir until smooth and 
beginning to thicken.   

Dip half of your cookie into the ganache and set aside to cool.  YUM! 

 

Bon Appétit,                                                                                                                 
Lynda 

 


