
when we all look back and contemplate the full 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. We may 
never understand exactly why or how the out-
break of COVID-19 happened.  

But we do know this - God allows things to  
happen for a reason. Whether or not we under-
stand or appreciate His reasons, we must        
remember that God is good, fair, loving, and 
merciful. Often bad things happen to us that we 
simply can’t understand. Instead of distrusting 
God’s goodness, our reaction should be to trust 
Him even more. We walk by faith, not by sight. 
And God never allows anything into our lives 
that doesn’t have the opportunity to bring us 
closer to Him.  

So we can choose to worry about the future and 
what will happen after COVID-19 has passed 
through our country, or we can cling to the hope 
we have through our faith in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Faith and hope are distinct yet related. “Now 
these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 
the greatest of these is love.” 1 Corinthians 
13:13, and in Hebrews 11:1 it says that, “Faith 
is confidence in what we hope for.” 

Faith is a complete confidence in something. As 
Christians we have complete faith in what Jesus 
Christ did for us on the cross and we know that 
His resurrection assures us of an eternal life 
with Him in Heaven!  

Hope is built on our faith. Our hope gives us  
"confident expectation." Hope is a firm                
assurance regarding things that are unclear          
and unknow. Along with faith and love, hope               
is an enduring virtue of the Christian life.  

Even though we might not understand what          
the purpose of this pandemic is or why it is  
happening, we do have our faith which gives           
us the “assurance of what we hope for and  
certain of what we do not see.” Hope produces 
joy and peace in God’s children through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. We have much to be 
hopeful for, even during a pandemic! With that 
said, I am hoping that snakes are not our next 
pond surprise!  

In His Grace, Lynda 

 

 “Faith is confidence in what                       

we hope for.” Hebrews 11:1 

The life of our pond continues to delight and 
mystify us all at the same time! We have the 
ducks, the muskrat, the bullfrogs, the tadpoles, 
and numerous variety of birds! But today we 
were shocked to find Koi-Carp and what                 
appears to be large Gold-Carp! Some of the 
largest ones are 10 inches long. There are doz-
ens of them that just suddenly appeared. Either 
they were hiding in the deep mud in the center 
of the pond, or maybe our neighbors were as 
tired as we are of hearing our orchestra every 
night from our frogs and stocked them during 
the dark of night! Either way, we are totally  
surprised. Now, if we by chance happen to          
discover snakes in our pond well, let’s just say 
that I won’t be pleasantly surprised! What eats 
snakes? I figure if I prepare now it will be ok! 

Our Lord is a God who surprises us. So often 
we have our own ideas on what we will do in 
life; what goals we will set for ourselves; and  
what we will achieve. And then suddenly God 
intercedes, whether directly or indirectly, and 
everything changes. 

Sometimes, it seems, this change of plan occurs 
through unexpected circumstances. It may be a 
sudden or a gradual change, but often we see  
the great wisdom of God only on looking back  
afterwards. On other occasions, this change of 
plan seems to occur through adversity, and 
again, it is often the case that the hand of God     
is recognized only later. 

I am guessing that the latter will be the case 


