
place of shelter, but to no avail. She flees her 
nest every time we go outside and doesn’t return 
as long as we are out there. This is a serious is-
sue because once a female robin begins to sit on 
the eggs, she should remain on the nest for 
about 10 to 12 days. During this time she should 
move very little in order to avoid attracting 
predators. Because Ruby doesn't understand that 
we won’t harm her, she leaves her eggs exposed 
to danger. So we do our best to avoid her. It 
would be so much easier if she would trust us! 

Ruby reminds me of how restless many of us 
have become with staying home for the past two 
months. I for one just don’t feel like my normal 
self. The isolation and lack of socializing is         
certainly part of the reason I have been feeling 
out of sorts. I think also it is because I really 
miss my family. And I am not certain as to what 
the future will look like as we develop a new 
normal in our society. 

Because it's unclear how long the disruption and 
uncertainty will last, this is a situation that calls 
for us to be alert and careful. But it doesn’t have 
to be a time of fear. Unlike Ruby, we know that 
the key to overcoming fear is total and complete 
trust in God. To trust God is to refuse to give in 
to fear. Even in the darkest times, we can trust 
in God to make things right. This trust comes 
from knowing God and knowing that He is 
good. Once we have learned to put our trust in 
God, we will no longer be afraid of the things 
that threaten us.  

I am choosing to trust in God. I am choosing    
to allow faith to rule my mind, and not fear or 
anxiety. This is a daily choice I have to make     
in order to allow peace to rule in my heart. If        
I focus on the unknowns of what the future        
will look like after COVID-19 I will miss the 
blessings that God has for me today. Jeremiah 
29:11 is a promise from God: “For I know the 
plans I have for you," declares the LORD, 
"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.”  

Now, if I could only get Ruby to understand that 
we don’t want to harm her. Where is Doctor 
Doolittle when you need him? 

In His Grace, Lynda 

“For I know the plans I have for you," 

declares the LORD, "plans to prosper 

you and not  to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11 

With virtual celebrations becoming the normal 
way of having family gatherings due to COVID
-19, Mother’s Day 2020 will certainly be one 
that we all will remember. I realize that not  
every family has gatherings every time there is  
a holiday or birthday, but this family does! So   
it has been a real adjustment for all of us. I miss 
my family. And on days that are meant for cele-
brating them it is bittersweet. 

Living out in the country is such a blessing to 
me. I am not a city girl to begin with and as you 
all have figured out by now, I love nature. So it 
has been an extra special gift to me to be able  
to witness Lucy (our mother mallard) bring her 
ducklings around so we can see them. I love 
watching them show up every evening for           
dinner time! 

So you can imagine how excited I was when  
we discovered a Robin’s nest in the eaves of  
our deck (see picture above). And of course we 
had to give her a name-Ruby the red breasted 
Robin!  

Ruby is a very skittish and doesn’t like us       
coming around. The problem is she never asked 
permission to build there and it is impossible for 
us to avoid disturbing Ruby in her nest with her 
precious eggs when we go out on our deck. We 
have tried to be as considerate as possible and 
show her that we are not going to harm her 


