
“You also, like living stones, are being built                    
into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,                
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.”   1 Peter 2:5  

Welcome to my kitchen filled with aroma and taste, 
but most of all God’s love and grace!                        
On the menu:  French Onion Soup! 

Today is the fifth Wednesday in Lent. It has gone 
by so fast this year. And while it is different than 
how we have reflected on Lent in the past, it has 
been a wonderful experience to have you come into 
our home virtually and focus on this holy time. I 
pray that you have all been learning a lot from               
creating your own Ebenezers and focusing on Jesus 
as our Cornerstone.  

1 Peter 2:5 says: “You also, like living stones, are 
being built into a spiritual house to be a holy  
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ.” The term “living 
stones” is used as a comparison to illustrate the       
safe and intimate relationship Christians have with 
Jesus, who is described in 1 Peter 2:4 as the 
“Living Stone”. Together, these two verses picture 
how Christ and His followers are joined by God 
Himself . 1 Peter 2:4-5: “As you come to Him, the                           
Living Stone-rejected by humans but chosen by 
God and precious to Him-you also, like living 
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to                 
be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” What a 
beautiful Scripture this is. The foundation of God’s 
spiritual building is His Son, Jesus Christ, the 
“Living Stone.” The “living stones,” in turn, are 
those who receive Jesus and place their lives upon 
Him as their this foundation.  

Jesus is the Cornerstone for God’s building. He 
was scorned and rejected, but God chose Him and 

made Him to be the Cornerstone for His building. 
As the foundational stone, Jesus is the Alpha and 
the Omega, the Beginning and the End. Nothing 
can be done without Jesus Himself.  Everything that 
Jesus is, everything He has done, and everything 
that He is doing is due to the fact that He’s the              
Cornerstone, and all He does is for His building, the 
church. 

Christ died for us, we were crucified with Him,                
we will be resurrected with Him, and seated with 
Him in heaven. But until then we are being                   
transformed into precious stones, and we are   
working together to build God’s holy house.   

It blows my mind when I stop and contemplate the 
fact that God has chosen us, each individual stone 
of faith, to build His spiritual house. I have done 
nothing to deserve the honor and privilege of being 
a part of His great plan, and yet, knowing that He 
has chosen me to help bring others into His                     
kingdom is both mind blowing and humbling. 
God’s grace and mercy never ceases to amaze me! 

 As living stones, we have new life in Christ: 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new                      
creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 As vital parts of the 
building of God, we have safety in Christ: “All 
those the Father gives Me will come to Me, and 
whoever comes to Me I will never drive away.”  
John 6:37 As the Master Builder, God places His 
living stones just where He wants us to be: “But in 
fact God has placed the parts in the body, every 
one of them, just as He wanted them to be.”                           
1 Corinthians 12:18 As living stones, we are                     
linked to one another in the Body of Christ: “So in 
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others.” Romans 12:5 
The Corner Stone, Jesus, is alive eternally and His 
foundation will never crumble. He will support us 
both now and forever.  

So what is the purpose of the “living stones”, the 
true believers in Jesus Christ, you and me? Peter 
gives us the description very clearly in 1 Peter 2:9: 
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God's special possession, that you 
may declare the praises of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His wonderful light.”   

Few people seem to realize that the                                 
resurrection of Jesus is the cornerstone                                  
to a worldview that provides the true                                    
and eternal perspective to all of life.                               

And He chose us to help build His house!  
 

In His Grace, Lynda  



 

Lynda’s Recipe for French Onion Soup! 

 

Ingredients: Serves 4-6 

4 tablespoons olive oil 
2 tablespoons butter 
6 cups yellow onion, thinly sliced 
1 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon sugar 
3 tablespoons flour 
6 cups beef stock (substitute with vegetable stock if desired) 
1 cup white wine 
1/2 teaspoon ground sage 
1 leaf whole bay leaf 
1 loaf French bread, or baguette 
3 tablespoons cognac, optional (Don’t go by it, but if you have it, trust me, it is worth it!) 
12 oz gruyere cheese, grated 
4 oz pecorino cheese, grated                                                                                                        
Add pepper, to taste 

 

 
 

Instruction: Preheat Oven to 325
o
  

In a large pot over medium-low heat, heat olive oil and add butter. Once the butter is melted, stir 
the onions and coat with oil and butter. Cover and cook for 20 minutes, checking occasionally. 
 

Turn up the heat to medium-high. Add 1/2 teaspoon salt and sugar. Stir and keep cooking until                 
onions are brown and caramelized.   
 

Stir in flour one tablespoon at a time and cook for about 30 seconds. 
 

Add 1 cup of the broth. Use a whisk to scrape up (deglaze) the browned bits stuck on the bottom             
of the pan (yummy stuff). 
 

Add the remaining five cups of stock, wine, sage and bay leaf. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat and 
simmer, uncovered, for 40 minutes. 
 

In the meantime, cut the French bread or baguette into 1/2 inch thick pieces. Brush with oil on                
both sides and bake for 30 minutes, flipping halfway. Once they are done, remove from oven and  
increase oven temperature to 350˚. 
 

In an oven safe bowl, pour the onion soup, filling about 3/4 of the way full. Top with a piece of 
baked French bread, and generously sprinkle gruyere and pecorino cheeses on top. Bake for two                  
to three minutes or until the cheese has melted completely and become slightly golden. 

 

Bon Appetit, Lynda 


