
though. As I cross the street to go on the fantastic 
trail that I walk every day, I am bombarded with 
anywhere from three to six of these birds. They 
are protecting their colonies and nests in the trees 
that line the road. They are very aggressive       
circling around my head and yelling at me for a 
good 50 yards! They clearly are sounding the 
alarm- “Danger, danger, here comes the enemy!” 
They fear of  what I might do to their families. 
But as soon as I wave my arms in defense they 
flee. 

We often do the same thing when a threat comes 
that we don’t understand. We act fearful and     
aggressive. The Bible often says things like,    
“Do not fear,” “Do not be afraid,” and “Fear not.” 
When God’s Word tells us, “Do not fear,” it 
means we are not to allow anxiety or worry to rule 
our lives or take root in our hearts. We are not to 
be people of panic. We are to be people of faith. 

There certainly is a lot of fear going on around us 
right now. Fear of illness and death. Fear of losing 
a job. Fear of losing a home. Fear of violence. 
Fear of no justice. The list goes on and on. It is 
heart breaking to see what fear can  do and how it 
brings out the worst in us humans.  

The truth is that “perfect love casts out fear”       
1 John 4:18. Faith and fear cannot exist together. 
Faith is described in Hebrews 11:1 as being 
"Certain of what we do not see." It is a total            
belief that God is constantly working behind the 
scenes in every area of our lives, even when there 
is no tangible evidence to support that fact. 

Our freedom from fear and worry is based on 
faith. The Christian’s faith is a confident assur-
ance in a God who loves us, who knows our 
thoughts, and who cares about our deepest needs. 
That faith continues to grow as we study the Bible 
and learn the attributes of His amazing character. 
The more we learn about God, the more we can 
see Him working in our lives and the stronger our 
faith grows. And the less fear and worry we carry. 

The blackbirds I encounter on my walks think 
that I am their enemy and they are fearful of me, 
so they sound the alarm. The only enemy we 
have is Satan, and we don’t need to fear him at 
all. We need to remind him of who we are in 
Christ, and then we cast out any fears we have 
and move towards loving each other the way  
Jesus loves us all.        In His grace, Lynda 

The bird above is called a Brewer’s Blackbird. 
They can be spotted on residential lawns and 
urban parking lots, as well as agricultural             
areas, sage steppe, coastal areas, and generally 
open areas below 6,000 feet of elevation 
throughout the Pacific Northwest. In recent 
years they have expanded their range in the 
West to southern Alaska and eastward to the 
western Great Lakes region. 

Brewer’s Blackbirds feed on the ground and 
usually in the open, but perch much higher, 
often on telephone or power lines. They       
frequently flock with other species, including 
Grackles, Red-winged Blackbirds, cowbirds, 
and starlings. Male Brewer’s Blackbirds 
watch over colonies by sitting at guard             
perches. They meet hawks, owls, gulls, and 
other predators with an alarm call, diving at 
and sometimes striking them to make them 
leave. Paired birds stop associating with               
each other after the nesting season ends, but 
typically reunite the next year if both birds  
return after winter. 

The female Brewer’s Blackbird claims the 
nest site and defends it aggressively. The nest 
is constructed with an outer rim of coarse 
stems and twigs and lined with dried grasses, 
rootlets, and hair. The female will lay about 
five eggs per brood and incubate for 12 to 13 
days. Young Brewer’s Blackbirds fledge at 12 
to 16 days old not being able to fly but they 
learn rapidly. They merge into a flock with 
their parents. 

I discovered this bird on my daily walk. It 
wasn’t what I would call a pleasant encounter 

“There is no fear in love. 
But perfect love drives 
out fear.” 1 John 4:18a 


