
Meet Pepper. He is an adorable golden lab             
that I met a few weeks ago on one of my 
walks. Pepper doesn’t have a worry in the 
world. He has a loving family to care for him 
and he believes that everyone he happens upon 
will love him as much as he loves them.  

I am a sucker for puppies. I just can’t keep  
from interacting with them. I was polite and  
respectful to his owner and made sure I asked 
permission  before I introduced myself to               
Pepper, even though he had already bounced 
around me a couple of times with his adorable 
face saying “pet me- pet me”. My heart 
skipped with joy when Pepper’s mother said               
it was ok to say hi. And to my delight Pepper 
was just as happy to let me pet him as I was! I 
run into Pepper at least a couple of times a 
week, and he brings me such laughter and joy. 
He is always so happy to see me coming. His 
paws are so big and he is so clumsy running 
towards me, but it doesn’t slow him down and 
it delights my heart. 

Puppies are nature's remedy for feeling un-
loved, unwanted, and unappreciated. There are 
over 74 million owned dogs in the United 
States. Thirty-nine percent of American house-
holds own at least one dog. Over $45 billion 
will be spent on pets this year in the United 
States alone. According to the American               
Veterinary Medical Association, 74 percent of 
dog owners consider their pet as a child or  
family member. 

With all that God created, would it be irrational 

“You will show me the way of life. 

Being with You is to be full of joy.           

In Your right hand there is                      

happiness forever.”  Psalm 16:11 

to think that God made dogs to teach us about His 
love for us? It seems to me like something God 
would do. Dogs depend on us for everything. 
They desire to bring us pleasure and to feel that 
we love them. Is that not how God wants us to be 
toward Him? Can we say we love God as much as 
our dogs love us?  

Zephaniah 3:17 says: “The Lord your God is 
with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will 
take great delight in you; in His love He will no 
longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with 
singing.”  There are days that I don’t feel very 
lovable and I find it difficult to think that God             
delights in me. But I am so grateful that His love 
for me is not based on my actions or emotions.  

There are few things we can count on in life                  
really. These past several months have shown us 
just how quickly things can change and our world 
is turned upside down. But I am sure that I can 
count on God loving me no matter what.                       
Jeremiah 31:3 reminds us that: “The LORD           
appeared to us in the past, saying: ‘I have loved 
you with an everlasting love;  I have drawn you 
with unfailing kindness.’” 

I can try to convince you of God’s delight in you 
by telling you, “You are priceless to the Lord,” 
yet you might think, “That’s nice. But it’s only a 
lovely thought.” No, this truth is much more than 
a charming thought. It is the very key to our free-
dom from every battle that rages in our soul. It is 
the secret to entering into the rest God has prom-
ised us. Until we lay hold of it, until it becomes a 
foundation of truth in our heart, we won’t be able 
to fully withstand the trials of life. 

Humor me when I say that a dog is God spelled 
backwards. I would never suggest that a dog is 
just like God. Nothing can compare to a holy, 
righteous, loving God. But I do think that dogs 
have some attributes that remind us of God. They 
are joyful, kind, faithful, and full of unconditional 
love.  

“The dog is the most faithful of animals                            
and would be much esteemed were it not                            

so common. Our Lord God has made                               
His greatest gifts the commonest.” 

Martin Luther 
 

In His grace, Lynda 


