
 
we forgiven once and for all through Jesus Christ?” 
If we have received Jesus as our Savior then our 
sins have been forgiven once and for all. It’s gone 
for good. Yes! We call this “Justification.” And it 
means “Just as if I never sinned.”    

But what about the things we do today that we still 
mess up on, especially when we don’t even realize                  
that we do them?  It is easy for us to acknowledge 
the bigger sins in our lives. If we are really trying 
to grow in our faith and are in Scripture regularly 
we will even notice the little sins (if there is such a 
thing). But what about sins of omission? James 
4:17 tells us; “If anyone, then, knows the good 
they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for 
them.” A sin of omission is a sin that is the result 
of not doing something God’s Word teaches that 
we should do. Jesus gives us a great example with 
the Good Samaritan story in Luke 10:30-37. After 
a man had been beaten and left in need of help, the 
first two men to pass by, a priest and a Levite, both 
just kept walking even though they knew better. 
The third man, a Samaritan, stopped to show           
compassion to the man in need. Jesus was teaching 
that it is sinful to avoid doing good, just as it is  
sinful to pursue what is evil. Clearly the priest and 
the Levite were in the wrong. They should have 
stopped to help the man in need. Even though they 
weren’t doing evil things, they still sinned.  

We Christians mess up constantly. It’s part of our                          
sinful nature. We will mess up. We will fall short 
of God’s perfection. We will say the wrong thing 
at the wrong time. We will fail to notice the needs 
of others around us. And that my dear brothers and 
sisters, even if we are not acutely aware of it, is 
sin. This is a constant struggle for all believers.                
1 John 1: 8-10 say it perfectly: “If we claim to be 
without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not 
sinned, we make Him out to be a liar and His 
Word is not in us.”   

So how do we know if we have sinned or not? 
Well let’s be honest, most of us know. But if you 
are genuinely confused and concerned then simply 
walk in the light of Jesus, stay in His Word daily, 
and pray for forgiveness for the sins you know 
you’ve done and the ones you don’t know you 
have done. It will keep you from having to say, 
“Did I do that?” 

In His Grace, Lynda  

“If anyone, then, knows the good they ought                     
to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.”                    

James 4:17  

Welcome to my kitchen filled with aroma and taste, 
but most of all God’s love and grace! On the menu:  
Buckeyes! (No-bake chocolate peanut butter balls) 

This recipe is in honor of our good friend and partner                  
in ministry, Curtis, who lives in Ohio and gave us our 
first taste of “buckeyes”! 

This sweet treat was created and celebrated in Ohio 
to resemble the buckeye nuts found on the Ohio 
Buckeye tree. People in Ohio closely associate this 
candy with football, Christmas and weddings.                
Buckeyes were invented in 1964 by a lady named 
Gail Tabor.  

While ‘buckeyes’ are technically a candy and not a               
cookie, there is something about these decadent little  
bites that make you scream cookie! Seriously, it 
would take no time to sit down and eat a dozen of 
them without realizing it. You would find yourself 
looking down at your plate asking “Did I do that?” 

This reminds me of the sins we don’t know we are                
committing. This term is called sins of “Omission”, 
while things we know are wrong are called sins of 
“Commission”. In others words, there are sins we 
know we have committed and there are actually ones 
that we don’t even realize we have done. 

Have you ever prayed for or heard someone pray for                 
forgiveness for the sins they aren’t even aware of?  
This could be confusing if you don’t understand the 
two types of sins.  

You might find yourself asking the question, “Aren’t 



Bon Appétit, Lynda 

Lynda’s Recipe for Buckeyes!                                                              

(No-bake chocolate peanut butter balls) 

Ingredients:  

1/2 cup melted butter, melted 

1 1/2 cups peanut butter 

2 1/2 cups powdered sugar 

1 cup chocolate chips 

 

  
 

Instructions:   

Mix butter, peanut butter, and powdered sugar until well blended. More or less  
powdered sugar can be used to make mixture more or less dry. 

Make 1 inch balls and freeze for about 20 minutes or until firm. 

Microwave chocolate chips for 60 seconds, stopping every 15 seconds to check and 
stir. Adding some vegetable shortening can make the chocolate thinner and easier 
work with. 

Remove balls from freezer and dip most of the way into the chocolate, coating all 
but a small circle on top. Using a toothpick for this works well but simply dipping it 
in and pulling it out with a fork also works. Place completed buckeyes on wax paper 
and allow to harden. Refrigerate if needed. 

 

  

     

  

 

 

  


