
“For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is His love for those who fear Him; as 
far as the east is from the west, so far has He      

removed our transgressions from us.”                         
Psalm 103:11-12 

Welcome to my kitchen filled with aroma and taste, 
but most of all God’s love and grace!                            
On the menu:  Cranberry Orange Cake! 

Tomorrow is Thanksgiving Day! I love watching     
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade every year!           
I started watching it as a child and it has been                      
something I look forward to every year.  

Macy's just announced that their Thanksgiving                  
Day Parade will only be televised this year. No  
spectators lining the streets of New York City to 
watch the magical floats and dancing balloons go  
by. Although the event will be drastically reduced              
in size, some of its most famous elements, including 
the giant character balloons, spectacular floats, street                             
performances, and an appearance by Santa Claus, 
will still remain. It is nice to know that some things 
(while altered) will still go on regardless of the                  
pandemic! 

So many things are being altered this year because of 
COVID-19. If we allow it to, we could become very 
discouraged about these restrictions, especially now 
that the holiday season has arrived. But we can’t let 
the devil steal our joy! 

Thankfulness is an intricate state of being. When                 
life is good, and we are getting what we want, it                    
is easy to have a grateful heart. When life is hard,                   
and nothing goes our way, it is hard to have a spirit 
of thanks. In fact, for many people, difficult times                     
or situations are the easiest excuse to justify their                                
ungratefulness.  

I sometimes think that people have a hard time with 
gratitude and thankfulness for all that our Lord as 
done for us because they haven’t truly grasped the  
truth in Scripture that says: “For as high as the               
heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for 
those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the 

west, so far has He removed our transgressions 
from us.” Psalm 103:11-12 When life is good,                     
we tend to think that God is rewarding us. Whereas 
when life is bad, we tend to think that God is                       
punishing us. And neither one of those thoughts are 
true. 

God’s love and acceptance for us has absolutely 
nothing to do with the ebb and flow of life’s                                 
circumstances. It has everything to do with our                     
relationship with His Son, Jesus Christ. Do you                  
often find it tough to believe that you are totally  
forgiven for your sins in in our Lord? Intellectually 
you believe it, but how about deep within your 
heart? 

Imagine yourself in the crowd as this story takes 
place as recorded in the Gospels of Matthew and 
Luke: “Some men came carrying a paralyzed man 
on a sleeping mat. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to 
the man, ‘My friend, your sins are forgiven!’”  
Matthew 9:2 

“Who does this fellow think He is?” the Pharisees 
and teachers of the Law exclaimed among                        
themselves. ‘This is blasphemy! Who but God can                        
forgive sins?’” Matthew 9:23 

Jesus knew what they were thinking, and He said:  
“But I want you to know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins.”  So He said to 
the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your 
mat and go home.”  Luke 5:24 

What a marvelous illustration of God's willingness 
to forgive. God’s Word tells us that Jesus Christ has 
set us free from sin; Free from the Law; Free from 
the bondage of guilt and shame that sin and the    
Law brings. So how can we not be thankful? The 
forgiveness God offers us is beyond the word 
‘thankfulness’. How can we even put into words  
what Jesus has done for us on the cross? Romans 
5:8 says: “But God demonstrates His own love for 
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.”   

Yes, things are different this year! We absolutely do 
not like that we can’t spend our traditional holiday 
celebrations with our family and friends! Yes, we 
have to work at having a positive attitude! But NO, 
we do not have to succumb to an ungrateful heart! 
We have been redeemed. When we stand before a 
holy and righteous God, we will be pardoned for all 
of our sins! We will spend eternity with a loving 
and gracious God! Now that is reason to celebrate! 
Have a blessed and grateful Thanksgiving Day!   

In His grace, Lynda 

  



 

Lynda’s Recipe for                                                     
Cranberry Orange Cake  

 

Ingredients: Serves  10-12 

1 1/2 cups flour                                                                                                                                    
2 teaspoons baking powder                                                                                                            
1/4 teaspoon salt                                                                                                                                 
1 cup sour cream                                                                                                                                 
1 cup sugar                                                                                                                                       
3 large eggs                                                                                                                                   
zest of one orange                                                                                                                           
juice of 1 orange                                                                                                                    
1/2 cup butter                                                                                                                                    
2 tablespoons sugar                                                                                                                            
1 1/2 cups fresh cranberries 

For the Icing: 

1 cup powdered sugar                                                                                                                                                                                       
3 tablespoons orange juice                                                                                               

Instructions: Preheat oven to 350 

Spray a Bundt pan with cooking spray. Sprinkle the 2 tablespoons of sugar on the                   
bottom of the pan. Sprinkle 1/4 cup of the cranberries on the bottom of the pan.                        
Set aside. 

Cream together butter and sugar until sugar turn a lemon color, about 4 - 5 minutes. 
Add eggs one at a time and mix in until incorporated. 

Add the orange juice and zest. Add the sour cream. 

When incorporated add the flour, salt and baking powder. When this is all mixed                       
together stir in the remaining 1 1/4 cups cranberries. 

Bake for 40-45 minutes until a toothpick comes out clean. Let pan set for 5 minutes                       
after you take the cake out of the oven. Flip cake onto a plate. Mix up your glaze                      
ingredients and spread on the top and sides of cake.   

                                                           

Bon Appétit, Lynda 


