sinful nature that is. We have been conditioned to
think that no one can get something for nothing.
We are told that nothing is free.

This way of thinking isn’t just about our physical
world either. The idea of receiving God’s greatest
gift of His Son, Jesus Christ, as our Savior for free,
is difficult for most people to accept in the spiritual
world as well. One of the Bible’s greatest truths is
that God offers us our salvation as a free gift. It
isn’t something we can buy, nor is it something we
can earn by our own good works. Romans 6:23
says;: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”.
“For all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23
Welcome to my kitchen filled with aroma and taste,
but most of all God’s love and grace!
On the menu: Comforting Country Chili!
“While many food historians agree that chili con
carne is an American dish with Mexican roots,
Mexicans are said to furiously deny any
association with the dish.
In the 1880s, a market in San Antonio, Texas
started setting up chili stands from which chili or
bowls o’red, as it was called, were sold by
women who were called "chili queens." A bowl
o'red cost diners such as writer O. Henry and
democratic presidential hopeful William Jennings
Bryan ten cents and included bread and a glass of
water. The fame of chili con carne began to spread
and the dish soon became a major tourist attraction.
It was featured at the World's Fair in Chicago in
1893 at the San Antonio Chili Stand.
By the 20th century chili joints had made their
debut in Texas and became familiar all over the
west by the roaring ‘20s. In fact, by the end of that
decade, there was hardly a town that didn't have a
chili parlour, which was often no more than a shed
or a room with a counter and some stools. It’s been
said that chili joints meant the difference between
starvation and staying alive during the Great
Depression since chili was cheap and crackers
were free.” (taken from www.nationalchiliday.com)
Have you ever noticed how suspicious people can
be when you tell them that something is free? I
often get a puzzled look from someone when I tell
them that it isn’t going to cost them anything.
Sometimes they say something along the lines of
“You’re joking, right?” or “Right, what’s the
catch?” I think we are suspicious by nature, our

Please don’t misunderstand. God’s gift of salvation
cost Him greatly! For us it is free, but it cost God
the sacrifice of His only Son when Jesus gave His
life for us on the cross. Jesus paid for our salvation
because He knew that we couldn’t.
I find it puzzling when people won’t even give
God an opportunity to show them that He loves
them and wants to spend eternity with them. I also
know that life’s circumstances can be huge barriers
in allowing others to show their love to someone.
This is also true with choosing not to receive God’s
love. And I certainly know that there have been
many so-called Christians that have hurt the Gospel
message. And people who have had a painful
experience with a deceitful, legalistic or corrupt
clergy may be completely turned off to the Gospel
message. But none of those things are from God
Himself. They are a result of sinful humans.
Another reason people refuse God’s free gift of
salvation is because they don’t think they need to
be saved. For many years now society has been
told by rationalistic philosophers and humanistic
psychologists, that “sin” does not exist in reality.
It is claimed to be the simple imaginative invented
by insecure, religious fanatics. But according to
Romans 3:23 it says; “For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.”
Just because someone might say that they don’t
need a savior, doesn’t mean that they are right.
And it certainly doesn't mean that we give up on
them. Romans 3:24 goes on to say; “And all are
justified freely by His grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” So don’t
give up on the skeptic. Pray for them, and allow
the Holy Spirit to work on their hearts. And when
the time is right, introduce them to their Savior.
And remind them that this is a free gift from God.
In His grace, Lynda

Lynda’s Recipe for Comforting Country Chili
Ingredients:
2 lb lean Ground Beef
1 large onion diced
4 garlic cloves minced
2 teaspoons cumin powder
1 1/2 tablespoon chili powder
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1 teaspoon dried oregano
1 teaspoon of nutmeg
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoons pepper
15 oz can black beans drained and rinsed
30 oz can kidney beans drained and rinsed
30 oz can diced tomatoes with their juice
10 oz diced green chilis with their juice (I use mild)
30 oz can tomato sauce

Instructions:
Place a large skillet over medium-high heat and sauté your beef.
Add onion to the skillet and sauté until tender. Add minced garlic and seasonings:
cumin, chili powder, garlic powder, dried oregano, salt and pepper. Transfer into a
large soup pot.
Add remaining ingredients into your soup pot: rinsed and drained beans, diced
tomatoes with their juice, diced tomatoes and green chilis with juice and tomato
sauce. Cook on medium low for 1 hour, stirring occasionally. Season to taste if
desired and serve warm with cheddar cheese and sour cream on top. YUM!
Bon Appetit, Lynda

