
 promise in Revelation 21:4: “He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 
of things has passed away.” In heaven, the “time 
to weep” will be over, and “a time to laugh” will 
be our blessed reward.  

In Ecclesiastes 3:4 King Solomon is the  writer, 
and he is explaining the emotional seasons of our 
human existence by connecting “a time to mourn 
and a time to dance” with “a time to weep and a 
time to laugh.” In the original Hebrew, the word 
translated as ‘mourn’ means “to observe the              
customs of mourning after the death of a person.”             
Mourning is the natural process of working 
through the sorrow that follows loss. It is normal 
and healthy to grieve for a period of time after a 
loved one has died. Ultimately, God uses our 
mourning to produce healing and He draws us 
closer to Him. 

The term ‘dance’ is just as straightforward,               
meaning “to move in a pattern; usually to music.” 
With this powerful connecting, Solomon contrasts 
a funeral gathering with something as joyful as a 
wedding celebration. We weep and mourn             
at a funeral but laugh and dance at a wedding                   
reception.  

So, recognizing that this past year has been a              
season of mourning and weeping for our family,              
I am determined to start dancing and laughing 
more. After all, I know that those that have gone 
before me are in a far better place and their souls 
are fueled by pure joy! 

I can not thank you all enough for taking the time 
to read these devotions for the past two years. 
Wow, I can’t believe how much writing I have 
done. Each time I would sit down to research, 
study, cook and pray, I was blessed by God. He 
moved me a little closer to Him every single time.                 
Granted, I have gained a few extra pounds from 
the recipes (yikes), but my spirit is stronger! 

When I first started writing the devotions in 2020, 
my hope was to keep us all connected and water 
the soil of our souls. I pray with all my heart that 
you were able to allow God to grow you through 
His Holy Word and my (albeit flawed) attempt of 
bringing His precious Truths to us in a new and 
unique way. I have had so much fun sharing my 
recipes, but most of all, sharing my faith with you 
all! 

God bless you! 

Always In His Grace, Lynda 

 As I sit in front of my computer going over my 
thoughts I can’t help but feel a sense of sadness. 
Not an overwhelming wave of despair or grief, 
but a small, subtle tinge of emotion knowing 
that this is the end of my journey in writing 
these devotions...for now. 

This has been, by most standards, a very             
difficult year for the Mueller family. My mother 
unexpectedly went home to heaven in July. Two 
weeks later Jeff’s two remaining Aunts made 
their journeys to their eternal homes. And           
finally, as most of you know, Jeff’s dad had his 
home going 6 weeks ago. While we rejoice in 
knowing that all of these precious family           
members are in heaven with Jesus, saying good 
bye (for now) is a difficult process. 

The longer we live here on this earth the more 
we learn that there comes a time to let go and 
move on. God’s Word makes this very clear in 
Ecclesiastes 3:4 “A time to weep and a time to 
laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.”  

While we live in this fallen world, “a time to 
weep” is an unavoidable part of the ongoing  
cycle of life. But as God’s dearly loved                      
children, we need to remember that He is with 
us through every painful moment, working out 
His good purposes according to Romans 8:28: 
“And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love Him, who have 
been called according to His purpose.” 

We often become so fixated on our present                
circumstances, the here and now, that we              
forget that eternity holds the Lord’s amazing 

“A time to weep and a time to laugh, a 
time to mourn and a time to dance.”  

Ecclesiastes 3:4 


