
 

embraces him and welcomes him home with a                  
celebration fit for a king. “But the father said to 
his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put 
it on him…..For this son of mine was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they  
began to celebrate.” Luke 15: 22-24 The father 
forgives his son for everything, the old has gone 
and new is here. He rejoices because his son has 
come home. 

Why do we love this Biblical story so much?               
Let’s be honest, it is because the prodigal has                  
been you and me. We all go our own separate  
ways in one way or another. Some of us have made 
big mistakes that have life long consequences.  
Others have insisted upon doing things their own 
way and falling flat on their faces. We have all 
struggled with our pride and desire to live by our 
own rules.  

Inside the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, you will find what most art and history                      
experts have deemed Rembrandt’s greatest                        
masterpiece, “The Return of the Prodigal.”                    
This painting has been called one of the 10 best 
paintings of all time. It is a beautiful painting too. 
My guess would be that Rembrandt van Rhin could 
also identify with the parable that Jesus teaches in 
Luke 15. Like us, Rembrandt also knew the grace, 
love and mercy of a righteous, forgiving Father  
embracing him when he was ready to come home.  

Rembrandt so perfectly shares the importance of 
God’s grace. Our heavenly Father’s grace knows 
no bounds. He will go to great lengths to woo us 
home. And He will embrace us with His loving and                      
forgiving arms. God welcomes and embraces  
prodigals.  

I can’t paint like Rembrandt. I don’t think anyone 
can. I can barely draw stick figures. But I can                 
understand the depth of the grace he is trying to 
depict through his painting. Rembrandt has his                  
own story. He clearly understands the prodigal in 
himself. Grace happens when we identify with the 
prodigal son, repent, and fall into the arms of our 
loving Heavenly Father. John MacArthur said it 
best in his book ‘A Tale of Two Sons’. “Here is a 
shocking reality: the Prodigal Son is not merely a 
picture of the worst of sinners; he is a symbol 
of every redeemed sinner–alienated from God and 
without a hope in the world. He is a precise and 
living effigy of the entire human race–fallen,               
sinful, and rebellious.” It’s never too late to come 
home. God loves a coming-home celebration! 

 In His Grace, Lynda 

“But the father said to his servants, ‘ Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him…..For 

this son of mine was dead  and is alive 
again; he was lost and is  found.’ So they  

began to celebrate.”   Luke 15: 22-24  

Welcome to my kitchen filled with aroma and taste, 
but most of all God’s love and grace! On the menu: 
Baked Chicken Thighs with Strawberry Relish 

According to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary the 
word relish means; “Characteristic flavor. An                                 
especially pleasing or zestful flavor. A quantity just 
sufficient to flavor or characterize.”   

Relish belongs in the condiment category. It's a                    
chucky jam that contains finely chopped vegetables, 
fruit, or sometimes both in a vinegar mixture. It's 
commonly used as a spread on sandwiches or added 
into sauces. It can make a boring humdrum dish                   
become festive and lively. Get daring with some 
spices and it becomes a palette party! 

Summer is a time to celebrate all of the delicious 
fruits and vegetables that spring forth from the soil 
during this festive time. Play around with your                   
produce and make a wonderful relish to top off a 
boring dish and celebrate the fruits of the earth! 

One of the most beloved Biblical stories is found in 
the Gospel of Luke and it is all about celebrating.  
The “Prodigal Son” is a glorious story. This father 
has mourned the loss of his son for years all because 
his son wanted to leave his family and squander 
away his money and party day and night. As the 
wayward son returns penniless and filled with              
remorse, his father sees him coming from afar.              
He can’t believe what he is seeing. It is too good to 
be true. His son who was once lost, has come home. 
And the father takes off running to his son. He       



Lynda’s Recipe for Baked Chicken Thighs                                                      

with Strawberry Relish 

Ingredients: Serves 2-3 

4 boneless chicken thighs, skin removed, trimmed 
1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil 
1/2 tablespoon dried oregano 
1 tablespoons chopped chives, divided 
1 cups strawberries, chopped 
2 teaspoons freshly grated lemon zest 
1/2 teaspoon sugar 
1 teaspoon balsamic vinegar                                                                                                 
1 tablespoon chopped fresh basil 
salt and pepper  

 

Instructions:   Preheat Oven to 375
o
 

Combine chicken in a bowl with oil, oregano, 1/2 tablespoon chives, 1/2 teaspoon 
salt and 1/4 teaspoon pepper. Place in a medium baking dish. Bake the chicken for 
about 30 minutes or until thermometer reads 165o. 

 
Meanwhile, combine strawberries, lemon zest, sugar, vinegar, the remaining  chives, 
basil and a pinch of salt and pepper in a bowl. Let stand at room temperature until 
the chicken is done.  Serve the chicken with the relish and top with chives.  Serve 
with Pasta or Rice. Delish! 

  

Bon Appétit,                                                                                                                 
Lynda 

 


