
 friendship between the two of them that will last  
into eternity.  

Our place of worship can be a place where we also 
find friends. We enjoy their company in and out of 
worship on a social level. God created us to relate 
to Him and to others. What better way to build a 
relationship with someone, then to find them in the 
house where you both confess the same faith. 

In John 15:13-15 Jesus gave us the perfect                        
definition of an ideal friend: “Greater love has no 
one than this, that someone lay down his life for 
his friends. You are My friends if you do what I 
command you. No longer do I call you servants, 
for the servant does not know what his master is   
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I 
have heard from My Father I have made known 
to you.” Jesus is the truest and purest example of              
a real friend, for He laid down His life for His  
friends, you and me. 

There are many friendships in the Bible that               
remind us of what a true, godly friendship looks 
like. Abraham and Lot-Abraham reminds us of 
loyalty and going above and beyond for friends.  
Read Genesis 14. Ruth and Naomi-These two 
women became family and enjoyed looking after 
each other for their whole lives. Read Ruth 1-2. 
Sometimes friendships happen instantaneously. 
Have you ever met anyone that you just knew                 
immediately was going to be a good friend? David 
and Jonathan were just like that. Read 1 Samuel 
18. How about Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego? God guides us to help our friends so 
they can help others. We look out for each other.  
Read Daniel 2. There are many more examples of 
godly relationships in the Bible. Even Jesus had a 
close intimate relationship with Lazarus, Mary and 
Martha.  

Obviously friendships are important as we trek 
along  this journey called life. And there are all  
different kinds of friendships that cross our path. 
The truest friend we could ever have is Jesus 
Christ. A true friendship is characterized by love. 
And no one could ever love us more than Jesus. 

A true friendship loves, gives godly counsel,                           
remains loyal, forgives, and helps to bring each 
other closer to their Savior Jesus. C.S. Lewis said: 
“True friends face in the same direction, toward 
common projects, interests, goals.” I pray that the 
true intimate friendships in your life always point 
you in the direction of your Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Now pass that cinnamon bread!                                                           
In His Grace, Lynda 

 

“Perfume and incense bring joy to the                      
heart, and the pleasantness of a friend 
    springs from their heartfelt advice.”       

Proverbs 27:9 

Welcome to my kitchen filled with aroma and taste, 
but most of all God’s love and grace!                                                 
On the menu today:  Friendship Cinnamon Bread  

I like to call this my “Friendship Cinnamon Bread” 
simply because it is a very easy and delicious bread 
to have available for friends and family when they 
just happen to stop by. And if you don’t have it on 
hand, it is super easy to whip up and serve fresh out 
of the oven! 

There is nothing quite like having a true friend that 
knows everything about you. They know the good, 
the bad and the out right shameful. But they love 
you regardless. Proverbs 27:9 says: “Perfume and                  
incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness 
of a friend springs from their heartfelt advice.” 
Absolutely nothing can replace a godly friend that is 
willing to give you Christ-centered advice when you 
need it, and push you the right direction! 

There are many different seasons in Christian 
friendships. A friendship that is centered on Jesus 
begins with mentoring. In a mentoring relationship 
we educate, advise and disciple other Christian 
friends. Jesus modeled this kind of a friendship with 
His disciples. The disciples were on the receiving 
end, being taught by Jesus Himself. In their                         
relationship  with Him, they received all of the                    
wisdom, love and direction that He had to offer to 
them. They were so blessed! 

Another greatly valued and blessed Christian  
friendship would be when the two individuals                   
are usually more aligned on a spiritual level,                      
harmonizing with each other and giving and                            
receiving equally. They truly understand the desire 
for their friend to grow closer to Jesus and their love 
for their Savior has grown a beautiful life-long  



Lynda’s Recipe for Friendship Cinnamon Bread    

Ingredients:   
2 cups all-purpose flour                                                                                                                                         
1 cup white sugar                                                                                                                           
2 teaspoons baking powder                                                                                                                     
1/2 teaspoon baking soda                                                                                                                                
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon                                                                                                 
1 teaspoon salt                                                                                                                                     
1 cup buttermilk                                                                                                                          
1/4 cup vegetable oil                                                                                                                            
2 eggs                                                                                                                                            
2 teaspoons vanilla extract       

Topping:                                                                                                                                                         
2 tablespoons white sugar                                                                                                               
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon                                                                                                      
2 teaspoons margarine 
  

Instructions:  Preheat Oven to 350
0
 

Grease one 9x5 inch loaf pan.  

Measure flour, 1 cup sugar, baking powder, baking soda, 1 1/2 teaspoons cinnamon, salt,                           
buttermilk, oil, eggs and vanilla into large mixing bowl. Beat 3 minutes. Pour into prepared                     
loaf pan. Smooth top.  

Combine 2 tablespoons white sugar, 1 teaspoon cinnamon and butter, mixing until crumbly. 
Sprinkle topping over smoothed batter. Using knife, cut in a light swirling motion to give a                
marbled effect.  

Bake for about 50 minutes. Test with toothpick. When inserted it should come out clean.                          
Remove bread from pan to rack to cool.  

This is a great bread to make in no-time. You can have it available when friends drop in. It goes 
great with coffee or tea! 
 

Bon Appétit,                                                                                                                 
Lynda 

 


