
 
uniqueness. So back to Lynda’s elephant. Well, first I 
want to say that I am not oblivious to the fact that I 
probably have a whole herd of elephants just around 
the corner. But the one that seems to be pressing down 
on me right now is a simple, yet complex three letter 
word. The word is “Why?” I keep trying to push this 
beast off of my chest, but the more I push on my own 
the harder he sits on me.  

There is nothing worse than watching a loved one  
suffer and not being able to fix it for them. And right 
now that is where our family finds its self. We want to 
make things better for Dad and we want God to take 
him home so he doesn’t have to suffer anymore. We 
all know that God’s timing isn’t ours to decide. I am 
sure that our whole family has wondered what it is 
that God is waiting for when it comes to taking a              
wonderful, 96 year old man of faith, with a terminal 
illness that is causing him to waste away physically, 
home to his eternal life? 

Dad wants nothing more than to go home to heaven. 
But it is all in God’s timing and as we keep telling  
him this with confidence and love, I can’t help but 
question it myself. And saying this out loud helps me 
to breathe a little easier.  

As I confess to all of you that I really don’t understand 
why God is not taking Dad home, I am being drawn to 
Isaiah 55:8-9: “For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares 
the Lord. “As the  heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are My ways higher than your ways and My 
thoughts than your thoughts.”   

I don’t know what elephants you have weighing you 
down, but for now mine is “questioning God’s                  
timing.” This whole “why” weight on my chest has 
really been affecting my attitude ( and proofing-lol) 
lately. I realize that only God knows the whole story. 
He alone sees the big picture. And questioning Him 
doesn’t change my faith; It doesn’t cause me to doubt 
His plan; And it isn’t going to keep me from receiving 
His love and grace. In fact, once I have confronted this 
unwanted beast by confessing this, I already can feel 
less stressful and a whole lot more confident in His 
timing. I find myself closer to God when I am asking 
Him about things I don’t understand, then the times I 
think I have the answers.  

It is ok to ask God ‘why’ questions. He wants us to 
engage in meaningful conversations with Him. So talk 
to Him. Tell Him how you feel. He can handle it and 
He will give you His peace.  

We are bound to trip over an elephant’s trunk sooner 
or later if we just ignore it! Whether it is a rope, a wall 
or a snake, they have the ability to keep you from   
seeing God’s perfect plan for out lives and those we 
love.  And besides, elephants always leave a big mess!  
In His Grace, Lynda 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither             
are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. “As                 

the  heavens are higher than the earth, so are My           
ways higher than your ways and My thoughts                     

than your thoughts.”   Isaiah 55:8-9 

Most of us have heard of the idiom “The elephant in the 
room.” The expression, “The elephant in the room”, 
means an issue that needs to be addressed, but it is being 
ignored or not acknowledged. It means to ignore some-
thing obvious. Or it can mean anything that needs to be 
dealt with but is being ignored. 

My last devotion had at least 8 mistakes (probably more) 
in it-UGH! I can’t stand that. And I sincerely hope that is 
more than I usually have in a devotion.   

I obviously have a huge elephant of distraction in my 
heart and mind that I have been trying to ignore! It is         
important to understand that every home, in every life, 
there exist certain problems and realities that we don’t 
want to acknowledge. We think that if we ignore them for 
long enough they will go away on their own. We all 
struggle with how to deal with the “elephant in the room”. 

As Christians we think that we have to keep these                      
elephants secret and tell everyone that we’re fine.     
Chances are the very thing you don’t want to talk about is 
probably the very thing that the Holy Spirit is nudging 
you to spit out. When we try to pretend that we are doing 
great on our own, or that every thing is fine because we 
have God on our side, we tend to cause more harm than 
good. And ultimately it causes strain in our relationships 
with those we love, those that care about us, and yes, it 
even can cause distance with God, not because He has 
done anything different, but because we have pulled away 
from Him out of frustration and confusion! 

The thing is, there is no way to determine for another        
person what their elephant in the room would be. It is  
different for each individual. And of course it would be, 
because God has created each one of us uniquely           
different. 

“One day three blind men encountered an elephant.                
Upon touching the elephant’s tail, the first blind man               
exclaimed, “I declare, an elephant is exactly like a rope.” 
The second blind man, bumping into the elephant’s side, 
said, “No sir, you are wrong. An elephant is exactly like  
a wall.” Then the third, having grasped the elephant’s 
trunk, declared, “You are both mistaken. The elephant is             
exactly like a snake!’”  

It is all about your perspective, experiences and               


