
 “But when the kindness and love of God our 
Savior appeared, He saved us, not because of 
righteous things we had done, but because of                   

His mercy. He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom  

He poured out on us generously through                          
Jesus Christ our Savior.”   Titus 3:4-6 

Welcome to my kitchen filled with aroma and taste, 
but most of all God’s love and grace!                            
On the menu: Chocolate Raspberry Bundt Cake 

I love watching cooking shows and I have many      
favorites. Right now my favorite is called “The 
Kitchen”. There are four cooks on the show that       
just have a great rapport with each other. Some of 
them are professionally-trained chefs and some are 
self-made chefs! One of my favorites is Katie Lee.        
I share this with you because Katie has a recipe for       
a holiday Christmas wreath cake that is absolutely 
amazing! Not only is it beautiful to the eye, but it is 
yummy and satisfying to the palate as well. If you  
like chocolate, raspberries and dessert liqueurs, you 
are going to love this cake!  

Usually I either give you a recipe that I make up on 
my own, or I find one I like and ‘tweak it’ to make       
it my own. But in this case, I can’t think of anything 
that I could add or take away from this holiday                
masterpiece that could make it any more perfect than  
it already is. So I just won’t! The recipe I give you 
today is not mine, but it is delicious. I think it would 
make a great Christmas gift to give to someone too. 
Oh, and it is one of the easiest cakes I have ever 
made! 

As I write this I am reminded of how difficult it is 
for most of us humans to accept the fact that there is                 
nothing we can do to inherit eternal life. We want to 
earn it, or at least feel as though “we’ve done 
enough”. We want to know that we have done the               

required number of good deeds on God’s chart that 
monitors those who are worthy enough to enter  
heaven and dwell with a holy and righteous God.   

But according to Scripture there is absolutely                        
nothing we can do to inherit the Kingdom of God: 
“For the grace of God has appeared that offers 
salvation to all people.” Titus 2:11 And again 
God’s Word reminds us: “But when the kindness 
and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved 
us, not because of righteous things we had done, 
but because of His mercy. He saved us through   
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy                   
Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.” Titus 3:4-6 

The Bible unmistakably tells us that we cannot earn 
our way into heaven. No effort or good work, no 
matter how impressive and self-sacrificing, can pay 
for sins or coax God into permitting a person into 
heaven because they are good enough. From a               
biblical point of view, humankind can’t contribute            
a single thing at all to receive salvation. According 
to Romans 3:23: “All have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.”  Any time someone thinks they 
can contribute to their salvation, they are in essence 
saying Scripture is not true. Just look at Ephesians 
2:8-9: “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith-and this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God-not by works, so that no one can 
boast.”  

Grace is where the rubber meets the road. It is 
where we have to be able to look at ourselves from 
a true Biblical perspective. Basically grace says, 
“We are a hopeless mess” and “Only a holy and 
righteous God can save us.” And this is when it gets 
difficult for us prideful humans. No one wants to 
admit that they are a sinful mess and in our sinful 
state we would rather do anything than admit that 
we are by nature unclean and self-centered. 1 John 
1:8-9 says: “If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”   

Once we acknowledge that we can do nothing to 
please God apart from Jesus Christ, grace swoops in 
and gives us His perfect love, forgiveness of sins, a 
personal relationship with a Holy God and eternal 
life. There is nothing about God’s recipe for              
salvation that can be ‘tweaked’ by anyone. You 
can’t make perfection better, no matter                                      
how hard you try!    

In His grace, Lynda 

 



 

Lynda’s (actually Katie’s) Recipe for                        
Chocolate Raspberry Bundt Cake 

 

Ingredients: Serves  10-12 

3/4 cup milk                                                                                                                                          
1/3 cup raspberry jam                                                                                                        
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted                                                                             
1/4 cup raspberry liqueur                                                                                                                                    
3 large eggs                                                                                                                                  
One 15.25-ounce box devil's food cake mix                                                                                       
1/2 cup fresh raspberries, for decorating                                                                                       
1 bunch fresh mint, for decorating 

Ganache: 

1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons semisweet chocolate chips                                                                         
1 tablespoon seedless raspberry jam                                                                                             
1 tablespoon raspberry liqueur, such as Chambord                                                                             
1/2 cup heavy cream  

Instructions: Preheat oven to 325  

Spray your pan. In a large mixing bowl, use a handheld electric mixer to whisk the 
milk, jam, melted butter, liqueur and eggs. Add the cake mix and beat on medium 
speed for about 1 minute. 

Transfer the batter to the prepared pan and bake until a toothpick or cake tester comes 
out clean when inserted into the cake, about 35 minutes. Let cool in the pan for 15 
minutes. Remove the cake from the pan and transfer to a wire rack to cool completely. 

For the ganache: Put the chocolate, jam, and liqueur in a mixing bowl. Bring the 
cream to a low simmer in a small pan set over medium-high heat. Pour over the                    
chocolate and let stand 10 minutes. Stir with a whisk until smooth. Let stand another 
10 minutes. 

Place the cake on a cake stand or serving dish and pour the                                                        
ganache over it, letting it drip down the sides. Decorate with                                                               
raspberries and mint. Perfect! 

  Bon Appétit, Lynda 


