
The above picture is my new “happy place”. You can 
find me almost every day (as of late) around 6:00 pm 
sitting here with my blanket over my lap contemp- 
lating the day and usually asking the Lord to clear  
my mind of all anxiety and fear that the News seems 
to bring daily. And since transparency seems to be 
much more accepted these days, I will also confess 
that I am usually enjoying a glass of wine next to           
the fire while I look out at our pond and admire the 
devotion of  our two ducks, Ricky and  Lucy. I am 
able to exhale and physically give everything over to 
our great God! 
 

Here are some interesting facts about fire that you 
may not know: Fire is actually permanent oxidation 
of materials in the chemical process of burning in 
which heat, light and gases are being released into   
the atmosphere. The flame is actually the visible part 
of the fire that consists of heat-generating gases. 
 

We use fire in so many ways: warmth, cooking,  
light, ambience, and for many other things. And 
while these are controlled ways that we use fire, we 
also know that fire can be misused and has a life of 
it’s own. It can destroy in a matter of minutes, as we 
so devastatingly learned with our own Eagle Creek             
Fire in the Columbia River Gorge in the Fall of 2017. 
Fire isn’t something to be messed with. But we also 
can find such peace sitting in front of our fireplaces 
or around a campfire, can’t we? While fire is used for 
the essentials of living a comfortable life, it also has a 
more powerful meaning for us.  
 

Did you know that God is identified as a “consuming 
fire” in the Bible?  And the story of God speaking to 
Moses out of a burning bush is a Sunday School    
favorite. And all of Jesus` followers had tongues of 
fire above them at the birth of His church at Pentecost 

when the Holy Spirit entered into  their hearts. 
There are several reasons why God reveals  
Himself as fire. First, fire is an image of His          
holiness. All through the Bible fire is used as a 
picture of the purifying and refining quality of 
God’s holiness. This is further evidenced when 
God commands Moses to remove his sandals, 
“for the place where you are standing  is holy 
ground.” Here God was emphasizing to Moses 
the gap between the divine and the human.            
God is transcendent in His holiness, so Moses 
was not allowed to come close to Him. 
 

The Bible describes God as a “consuming fire”, 
so it is not surprising that fire often appears as a 
symbol of God’s presence. Fire is a wonderful 
picture of the work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 
is like a fire in at least three ways. He brings 
God’s presence, God’s passion, and God’s              
purity. The Holy Spirit is the presence of God  
as He indwells the heart of the believer. The  
Holy Spirit creates the passion of God in our 
hearts. The Holy Spirit produces the purity of 
God in our lives. God’s purpose is to purify us, 
and the Spirit is the agent of this process. True 
peace, the peace that lasts for eternity, comes  
only from the Holy Spirit through our faith in 
Jesus Christ.  
 

Do you know how steel is made stronger? It 
goes through fire. Do you know how gold is              
purified? It goes through fire. Some of the  
greatest and strongest things in life have to go 
through fire. So while we are going through this 
“fire” we are calling COVID-19, let’s remember 
that  we will come out stronger and purer if we 
allow the Holy Spirit to refine us and draw us 
closer  to God.  
 

God’s “consuming fire” purpose is to purify us, 
and that process can only come with the Holy 
Spirit. Just as the silversmith uses fire to remove 
the waste from precious metal, so God uses the 
Holy Spirit to remove our sin from us. His fire 
cleanses and refines us and draws us closer to 
Him.  
 

May we all let this be our prayer during this 
time: “Refiner's Fire; My heart's one                        
desire is to be holy set apart for You,                      
Lord. Draw me closer to You.” Amen 
 
In His grace, Lynda 

 

“May the grace of the LORD Jesus 

Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.” 2 Corinthians 13:14 


